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SomeREASONS rendred why the 
| Nonconformiſt- Miniſter who comes to his Pa- 
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yet yeeld to other things that are enjoyned, 
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The Defence of the" Propoſition. 


Received a Book which hath the Title of an Anſwer to 
[ my Propoſitton, 1 read it over twice or thrice, and 

conſidering what ſeemed to me more material to be 
anſwered, I wrote near a ſheet about it, and ſent it to the 
Printer, who being upon a ſecond Edition, might as I 
thought ſtay for it, 1 have now ſetme down again, and 
ſeeing I know not by ſome expreſſions, but the Author 
may be a conſiderable perſon, either a Biſhop when he 
ſpeaks of others, as the ſmall Lewrtes, or a retainer to the 
Biſhops, in ſome power, when he ſeems fo well to know 
their minds, and requires to have ours, I am willing to 
look the Book over again with more deliberation, 

There are I account, as it were two parts of theBook 5 
The one concerns me, and the other follows the Theme 
he hath propoſed, The Inconvenenctes of Toleration, That 
which concerns his Theme does, as I judge, ſhew the Au- 
thor to be a bitter and intelligent perſon : but whether 
there be more ſubtilty, or bitterneſs, I judge not, Thar 
which concerns me I am now to. give ſome fuller account 
ot, in the enfuing Papers, For it-there be bur any coal of 
hope that ſome good may be done, I am loth for want of 
blowing, as it lies upon my hands, it ſhould gO out, 

The firſt Paragraph of this Author's Book looks hand- 
ſomly,and like the ſame piece at the end; Bur I think that 
wins him nothing.more than a fairer reception of what he 
has to ſay, It is true, Liberty of Conſcience is a thin g that 
doth often prove very unmanageable ; it is a beaſt of a 
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The Defence of the Propoſition. 


Received a Book which hath the Title of an Anſwer to. 
[ my Propoſitton, 1. read it over twice or thrice, and 
conſidering what ſeemed to me more material to be 
anſwered, I wrote near a ſheet about it, and ſent it to the 
Printer, who being upon a ſecond Edition, might as I 


thought ſtay for it, I have now ſetme down again, and 


ſeeing I know not by ſome expreſſhons, but the Author 
may be a conſiderable perſon, either a Biſhop when he 
ſpeaks of others, as the ſmall Lewntes, or a retainer to the 
Biſhops, in ſome power, when he ſeems fo well to know 
their minds, and requires. to have ours, I am willing to 
look the Book over again with more deliberation, - 

There are I account, as it were two parts of theBook ; 
The one concerns me, and the other follows the Theme 
he hath propoſed, The Inconvemenctes of Toleration, That 
which concerns his Theme does, asI judge, ſhew the Au- 
thor to be a bitter and intelligent perſon : but whether 
there be more ſubtilty, or bitterneſs, I judge not, Thar 


which concerns me I am now'to.give ſome fuller account. 


of, in the enfuing Papers, For it-there be but any coal of 
hope that ſome good may be done; I am oth for want of 
blowing, as it lies upon my hands, it ſhould go our, = 
The firſt Paragraph of this Author's Book looks hand- 
ſomly ,and like the Pine piece at the end; Bur I think thar 


wins him nothing. more than a fairer reception of what he 
has to ſay, It is true, Liberty of Conſcience is a thin g that 
doth often prove yery unmanageable ; it is a beaſt of a 
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beautif.l feature, but apt to be oY by nature: yet is ther 
 adiffercnce between thoſe who are 1u the ſaddle ; Lerow 

true Alexander but take this wild thing by the bridle, an : 
turn it.to the Sun (the beams of his favour) and he ſhatt < | 
moreto taine, and make it ſerviceable by gentleneſs, tha 
all the skill which hath been uſed hicherto, hath done by 
force. As for the reſt which he doth premiſe, it is a; ] 
fuppole what is obvious, and ſaid commonly, and I hae 
fpoken ( Lthiok ) enough to it, inthe Paper I ſent ayy, 
That which is wanting there, is the conſideration: of the 
ſtate of, my Propoſition, which this Antagoniſt of mine i 
not willing to underſtand, There are two parts it cop 
fiſts of in my Book 3 An Accomodation with the Sober i 
their Principles, and Indulgence toward others, . Bythk 
Sober I underſtand all that are of that laticrude, whether 
Presbyterian-or Independant, as can come into the Miniktr,! 
or joyn in the Common Service, upon fuch terms as the; 
King's Declaration heretofore concerning Eccleſiaſtica. 
Afﬀairs, if it were made a Law, would afford, By anc 
commodation,.I would underſtand the fame thing as tha 
Gentleman who ſeconded me in this motion ſo conſid 
rately, doth call an Eftabl;fhed Order. This ſhould beofw| 
teſs. taticude than to-comprehend all ſuch; and: all fud} 
ſhould be for hereafter as true Sons of the Church, as ay 
he that is now a Biſhop or a Dean, And this ſhould beou 
Uniformity. As for thoſe which cannot come into ti 
Order, ſuppobng it ſo comprehenſively eſtabliſhed, it 
chey alone ſhould be the Nonconformiſts, and I woul 
have Indulgence tor them as a means, which is the likeft ( 
others were ſo united) in my apprehenſion, to break thedf 
by little and little, and at laſt reduce them to us, My K&#| 
fons for this are in my Book, And hence is it that this 
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thor accounts me in his thoughts, dtoided 172 my pornts,(pag. 
27.) whereas they both are but the two parts ot my Propo- 
fition. Here you may ſee in the reſult, how our Accoms- 
modation is not a thing univerſal and unlimited, and yer 
Conſcience, as A kind of thing that 1s ſacred, be inviclate, 


He: firſt thing which 1 ſhall obſerve in this Treatiſe, which pretends 
FT to 's ah | Ga w7'S and Moderation, s the Time of its 
coming out, and that was the T ime of an Invaſion : Was this a Time to 
rip up and aggravate Diſcontents at home, when we were ſet upon with 
a Powerful Enemy from abroad ? Who but a Dutch-man would have 
gone about to have affrighted the credulow Vulgar with this Canting 
Diſmal Strain? Pag, 86, There are I perceive many Fears and 
Hopes upon the Minds of People,and the Preſages of their Hearts 
are many: I know not whether there be any dark-notices from ſome 
Spirits that preſide overus, of ſome great Events, ſometimes when 
they are near us : But methinks the Minds of ſome have of late a- 
boaded ſome very Great Evil or Great Good not to be far from ug, 
&c. He who at ſuch a time Proclaims the Fears of the Nation, In- 
tended ſure to makg them fear much more : This way of divulging 


ſuch Melancholy Omens, conld have no end, but to diſhearten our Peo- 


ple, or to inflame them. I could not, me-thoughts, paſs by this Obſcr- 
vation ; becauſe it was one ſad Inſtance, That the Puritan Spirit hath 
not at all altered his old way of Atting; For ſo did their Forefathers in 
88 try how far they could terrifie the State at that time, becauſe it was 
a Time of great Danger, England at this Time did labour not only with 
a War Abroad, bat with Schiſm at Home : For Schiſmatical Pravity 
never fails to add a New Combuſtion tothe Heat of War ; The Contu- 
macy, Impudence, and Contumelies of theſe Men did never ſhew it ſelf 
with greater Inſolence, Cambd, Eliz, pag. 497. in Editione Lond. 
M DC XV. They preſumed upon the neceſſicies of the State ; then 
they thought they might propoſe and rail at pleaſure,becanſe the O neens 
bands were ſufficiently fall of other buſineſs ; Then came ont Mar-Pre- 
late, Diotrephes, the Demonkration, &c, T hus they uſe their Na- 


tive Country as Simeon and Levi did the Shichemites, as ſoon as they 


were (ore, then not fail to-fall upon them, If ever the State lies under 


a Diſadvantage, Theſe will not ſail to help on the Diſturbance, 


The 


BCE bo NS 
The Proeme being over, That Prejudice guides thi 
man'you may ſee by his entrance upon me for the Ting 
» my Book was ſent to the Preſs, Any honeſt man mij 
think, that if they would have been never ſo much offend, 
ed with me for writing upon this ſubje& another time, j 
might be an excuſe ſufficient for any man, when the Du; 
were in our Harbours, and the Enemy to appearance, ri 
for Invaſion, to put forth the: uttermoſt of his endeayoyg 
for uniting of all our hearts to the King,.and one anothe; 
that the Kingdom might not be loſt through our Diviſion, 
L muſt confeſs there were ſome Papers 1 wrote upon the 
Oxford Oath, the deſign whereof in the whole was toq 
my beſt on both fides for the perfending my Brethrenty 
Submiſſion, and Rulers to Indulgence and Accommods 
tion, Now the occaſion of the Dutch preſenting it ſelf, 
did according to my excuſe mentioned, ſend abroad th: 
laſt ſheet of thoſe Papers, enlarging it into four asiti} 
fappoſing it to be ſeaſonable: and as for the other 14« 
1 5 ſheets that are left, I think they do direRlly tend tothe 
fervice of his Majeſty, and may therefore come abroadin 
ſeaſon (if ſome pleaſe) though the ſubject of. them other 
wiſe, will. Lhope be out of date. Now that D:/mal (aw 
ing Strain of thoſe words he mentions of mine (with ſuch! 
phraſing of it) was the dictate of my Pen and Heart! 
that time, which was the Spring before the dreadful Ci 
mity on the City, and what followed : which I ſer dom 
truly, not ſo much to ſhew meerly that here indeed wazw 
Canting, but that there is neither the ſpirit nor reaſon ofthe 
thing he imagines ; as alſo that through the Miniftryd 
Spirits it is probable ( as I there hint )- chat ſome dark it 
refſions are infixed ſome times on mortal. minds: 0 
Gina to.come, As for that geerous Title of Putah 


whid 
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which he hath dub'd me with, I muſt confeſs it pleaſes 
me, but-1 cannot receive the/honour from him, without 
cknowledgement, that I doubt me, Tam not really good, 
enough for it, but ſomething more like rather ſuch auo- 
ther tormal man as he himſelf; onely 1 (as my Conlctence 
ro me is witneſs) a ſerver of my Countrey, and he a fervec 
of the Time. | 


But from the time of the Publication, proceed we tothe Book it 
ſelf ; The firſt thing we find obſervable is py. 9, 10, 11, There is 2 


.coinpany of People about Us in the Countrey, &c. The molt of 


them are certainly Inoffenfive Perſons, and there is no more againlt 
Them, than Plizy had againſt the Chriſtians ; that They meet 
and Pceach and Pray together, &c. How harmleſs, or Incffenſiue 
They may ſeem to Yon, we kuow not : But this, nor onr Neighbour Na- 
tion, hath not found th:m to be ſuch Tame and Modeſt things : The 
time hath been known, when they could devour Widows houſes, 4s 
well as for a pretence make long Prayers, Our Charity prompts us to 
hope, that there are amongſt this Sett ſeveral good and well-meanin 

People, and ſuch which « fear world be very harmleſs and in- 
offenſive ; yet, Law-makers ought to conſider not only what People are, 
or wonld be of themſelves but what uſe others are |. ke to make of them: 
It 1s no news for men to be made the Inſtruments of a Deſign. and yt 
to kyow nothing of it.; 'to be the preat Engines of ſuch buſineſſes, which 
had they ſeen throughthem, they would have died, rather thin to have 
any thing todo wuh : We are therefore not ozely to conſider the People 
who meet there, but who they are which have the managing of ſuch 
Meetings; as ſuppoſe now that the ſepurated Congregations ſhould 
think, thoſe men the fitteſt to be their Guides, who ledthem on to the 
late War ; That the chief Speakers there ſhould be the Abetters and 
Applauders of the murther f the King. And theſe amongſt them who 


are of their own Natnre the moſt harml*ſs and inoffenſrve, are the mo 
likely there to be impoſed upon : It is therefore the greateſt kindneſs 6 
Government toward ſuch innocent men, not to permut the ſubtile '4 
malicious, to make a prey of them, and abuſe their Credulit y to be the 
Inſtrument of their Teachers contrivances, Asd whereas it 6s hers 
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ſaid, 1hat cheymeet only to Preach and Pray together : 7: ogy, 
6 - pd 91h! we could repeat ffrange thrgs, which have bees ſai 
in Prayers and Sermons 3 neutber are we ſure that they meet onelyyy 
 4o that ; we know, that there may be, and do verily believe, that x 24 
is 4 quite other uſe of ſuch Aſſemblies, viz. © To form and to hyp 
cl, Party, to communicate intelligence and diſcontents, to have a lay. 
<< ſoble and unpercervable way-of ſcattering abroad among the whole Ny, 
« ;1on, all ſorts of little and malicious ories. Theres no ſuch day. 
& perons way of libeling, as that which is wulgarly called a good Gif 
©« 11 Prayer. 


Ic.is the apprehenſion of this Reverend Perſon, tha 
though the generality of the people:tharflock ro'Conya. 
ticles are innocent men, yet the Preachers may havether | 
defigns'of Sedition, and meet for ſomething elſe theny 
Preach and Pray together, I am fully perſwaded, as» 
the main, he is miſtaken, The.moſt of them do it {r. 
ouſly, -and out of Conſcience 5 and thofethatdo not, i 
1ſpeak,as I indeed believe,thething'isno other incarnel, 
bur, in the'Grave ge recs ler rp in the | 

ounger and'more giddy, 'vain-glory, And as for ou 
Wiles then, Tet them but provide an accomodation tb 
bring the Conſciencesoff,and the others,cither like forcel 
things will.not hold long tagether, or it they do, thek 
are-ends ſhall never commend thoſe that ferye them, but 
will do the State no hurr, 


The next ing obſervable is p. 23. I wonder really in what 
ſhops. they have bought their SpeRacles, that they can ſeethi 
'oreat thing Unity of Folks Spirits, in Uniſormity, &'c. Sm 
Whiformity doth of all things in the warld look, muſt likg to Unity ; 4 
St. Paul recommends it to u4 upon thi very ſcore , That we all ſpt 
the ſame things, being with him a very preat evider.ce, That 
arsno divifions amongſt us.. But becauſe the credit of theſe Glall 
wherein.we perſwade our ſelves, That we ſee clearly Unity in Muſe: 
wil 
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ty, dethit ſeems depend very much upon the Shop they came out of + 
ING our s/o ſo far, asto let him "th whence we + 
them; and'to go 10 further, we are" adiſed, in the making-and' uſin 
of this ſorr of Glaſſes, by one, who we are ſure, will not be denyed to 
be a moſt rhilful workman in ſuch like affair s ; even the Non-confor= 
miſts entirely beloved My, Calvin, 1”. hu Epiſt. ad ProteRorem An- 
oliz, where we have him expreſſing hs judgement clearly and: fully for 
Uniformity 1n all. we! fees and ui moſt extent of bs © IP 5 fir (ſaith 
« he) totake great heed of the deſultory wits, i. e. The light giddye 
& beaded people, who deſire for themſ elves too boundleſs a liberty ; the 
& Gate # to be ſhut againſt CHr100, - 1, C, Hew fargled Dofrines.. 


| But how # thus, think_ you, to-be done? by liberty of Conſcience * No, 


but by amore ſober way, ©© And: forthts, there 1s but onerready and' 


| &e aſſured way: If there be ſome one form of Dor ine received'of all, 


& which in their Preaching all ſhould follow, to which alſo all the Bi- 
&« ſhops and Pariſh Prieſts ſhould by Oath be bound; and that no m4! 
<© (hould be-admitted to any Eccleſiaſtical Benifice, unleſs he- promiſed 
© that that conſent of Dottrine ſhould be to him: iuvioluble, Here-we 
have bim clear and expreſs, full and home for Uniformity'ſo. far as- 
Doftrine reacheth, But ſecondly, He # as clear for Wniformirty in 
Prayers, and the. Rites and Ceremomes thereof. © Ay to the Form of 
« Prayers, and Rites Eccleſiaſtical, I do very much prove; that there- 
& be one certain One, partly to provide agminſt'the- ſimplicity and idle- 
& neſs of ſome, and partly to demonſtrate rhe agreement of our Churches 
© between themſelves, and laſtly to provide againſt the deſultory Levity 
«© of thoſe men who are alwayes affetting-novelties, The ſerond of theſe 
Reaſons comes home to-what our Author-makes ſuch a wonder of, viz. 
That Umiformity ts 4 great degree and evidence of ourlhnity : And 'we 


| aretold a little before 1n1he ſame Epiſtle, that there are a ſort of (e- 


ditrous People: in England, which all' Authorit y# highly concerned to 
provide againſt, and be deſcribes them thus, © There are (ſaith he) 
* ſome brain-ſick, Prople- in England, who under the pretence of the 
«* Goſpel, bring in all ſorts of diſorder, Andhis ſentence ts very pe- 
remprory concerning them ; © Thar they ought to bereſtrained by the 
&« avenging Sword, Now who theſe Per { wh who are complained 
of, 44 the deſtroyers of all order, '15-not [eels hbard' to be conceived: 


They are the deſlroers of all order, who refuſe to be under any, who 
will own the obligation of no Law (as to theſe Ex:ernals wherein order 
1 B 2 alone . 
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alone.can. bave any place) but take it verj ll z that they arenn lt 
wholly and altogether to their own Humoar and (apriczouſneſs, or wha 
ever.elſe it ts poſſible for them to miſtake for, ar to pretend tobe thy 
TConſcience, And now if we think' that Unformty looks like Unity, m 

bope the Glaſſes which we ſee this through, will be mo longer deridd, 
when. we conſider 1s whoſe ſhops we Gund them expoſed to onr on 
view, and we our ſelves were particlarl y called «pon by the chief Ar. 
tifi:er, to makg uſe of them for this very particular purpoſe and occs, 
fron, But that Uniformity is a thing. highly to be deſired, and byd 
poſſtble means to be endeavoured after and procured, ” a thing which] 
ſuppoſe will not be denyed by that Party which ts here chiefly pleadedſe 
. Becauſe that they have with hands lifted up to beaven, ſworn the 
ſelves, and.not ouly ſo, but with all manner of art and violence, ul 
per wade. and force.every one they had intereſt 1n,or power over, to ſwia 
with.them, That they would endeavour to bring the Churches 
God in.the three Kingdoms, to the neareſt ConjunCtion and 
WNIFORMITY inReligion, Confeihion of Faith, Form 
Church-Governmenr, DireQory for. Worthip and Catechifus, 
See the firſt tie of the Covenant, We have one Argument nat 
for Wniformity, and that ts, The horrible Diviſions which we bave ſts 
ro ariſe for the want of it ; and here we appeal tothe ſober part of in 
eAdverſaries, who when time was, made great complaints of thus 
ry thing ; the ſight of the hideous. Hereſies, Schiſms and Scandal, 
which did immediately ariſe among themſelves, did make them cry ut | 
2ughtily te their Rulers for a Law, to fet bounds to the Conſcience 
therr own Brethren. Eiberty of Conſcience #s ſo wild a Spirit, an 
Circle will keep in order + and to ſpeak, the truth, it 5 a contradifhm 
te. own that. pretence, and then to offer 10 ſet auy bounds wntoit. MF 
to. draw towards 4 cencluſian of this Argument, we do verily belieth, 
that triformity, if it mere carefully maintained, and diligently loks 
after, would in a {ew years recal our antient Unity ; the people wonld 
guickly. forget all theſe fantaſies, if it were not for the ſmall L,zvitts 
which are perpetually buzzing thems into their ears ; We ſhould quick) 
ſee, that the people would come.to the Churches, if there were ut ſ 
many Conventicles to keep them thence, and if. they were but uſed {01% 
little while to come thither, they would not find the Liturgy to be ſachs 
fearful Idol, as they have been often told of : e And I darſt roof 


ſay, That if 4 tryal were made in any gathered Church wy” 
oy own, 
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Town,. and many of 'osr Prayers were there repeated memotiter, thar 
that man. would be accounted ane of, great Gifts that , could pray ſo : 


b . 


yettly 5 It 5 nothing but unac VEL which makes them [yebl e. 
Tit feared, with all thoſe cevrible and Fronnl}e ſs fories. And 1 
bere durſt baldly eppeal to thouſands, who have ſince the Kings return, 
gone once or twice to bear the Common-Prayer out of. curioſity,and have 
gone ever after out of C onſcienct; andi bave much wondered at. and de- 
ſbiſed their own credulity, in that they were ever brought to entertain 
{uch bard jealouſies of ſo harmleſs athing......, js | 


. — $. 4 


I am beholding to-this learned Gentleman, I than k-hity: 


\ for his pains in the Authority, he hathi quozed; I:muſtcon- | 


teſs I expected ſomerhingour of Tacwtus,on Matcbiavel, or. 
ſuch a one as Bodin or Fenningus Ayniſeus,\ but when he 
brings me Mr. Fobn (alum, 1 muſtneedsfay 1 ſhould have 
accepted, it he had plealggd;as,well of: ;Mr.:R:chard; Hooker, 
and ſomething the rather; in;this, being.a perſon-apter for 
Politicks, and in whom me ſhall have amilderfſpirir, Bur. 
will he ſtand to learned Catuin's judgment 2 Does he think 
if our Act of Unitormicy were ſent over to Geneva they 
would, write ſo;to the Parliament;(orhe, if-hecwerealive), 
in our caſe now, as he did then. to the ProceBor ? It he irs 
deed thinks. otherwiſe, then is the 'man here conceiredly 
wiſc, but ſayes norbing, AS to the matter, There is #n:r- 


| formity, and this Uniformity, This diſtinction'is. manitelt 


by whar he brings out of the Covenant, wherein chey 
ſware they would, endeavour ta bring,che ,Chnrches to the 
neareſt Uniformiry. . Now. asithis Ubilormity of the Co- 
venant was fo far from being the means of Union, as to 
them, that it was the Bar which kept them froni Union : 
S0 15 th&Uniformity which this Gemleman pleads for at 
this time," fo far from beitg, the means of Union with o- 
tiers, and ſo far is that from Truth, that our Diveſjons have 


aro/e 
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anoſe ſor ther want hereof, tharthis lame Act of Unitormiy 
the 


as\ rior iti” enjoyned, 'is the Purtitron-JPall betwedti 
Confortiift and Non-conformiſt, "that till thar be down then 


) 


can be no reconciliation in this Land. The Papiſt: hax 


their Uniformuy 3 will the Pratefiant ſay here: that Ug. 
fonmiey nov. the. Trent-Council, is:-tho means to Uniry? | 
ivbe:berwcen chemfelves, we know-'it ſhall everlaſtingy 
hinder all Union between' ns' and them, - But why Tpry 
doth he not take the whole ſentence ; and when he dat 
allume again(t' me that #niformity tr the means to Uni) 
( for ſo/he ſapes' expreſly, if ie were carefully maintained 
would-be) why doth he not'prove too, that old: Founaahm 
ave. eftabliſhed by new: Impoſittons ® And' if he would & 
that, I will tell him the way. ' Let us have anew mould! 
order or.frame of. Unitormiry that will. cake in albthatar 
tober Proteſtants under'*,8 this ſtall be no-doubt a meas 
of Unity amongſt our falves'! 'Proyided: when we har: 
done ſo, we'db not yet _ to- perſecute- any other 
that cannot come in and yeeld to-ir, For when nothing 
wilt make'a/party ſtand out beſides, this will moſteffets 
ally do it, - and increaſe their numbers continually, !t 
makes them confiderable if we trouble- our felyes wit 
them ; bur if we let them: alone, we-render them delpt 
cable, and'by making, we /5all make nothing of them, 


» a Al Ate tes. td. 


id 


i 
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But we are told is the next place; That to malig Laws in Relig 
Matters eſpecially, ( and by the ſame Rule in-every thing uf ud 
thing, to ſay na more, perfefily infignifitant, and: abſolutely uſolſ 
For, Iris a Principle of a ſerious tender Chriſtian, that he woul 
not do any thing for fear, which he would not, aut. of Conſciea 
i.e. As theſe wards muſt hgifie wu this place, he will da na mort fo 


- the ſake of the Law, than be would have. done without it ; Andits} 


- deadly Temptation againt the preſent InjunRtions; thartl 
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have apenaltyannexcd to:them. . Did ever a» hear-of a Law with- 
out a Penalty.? was eur wn Jnjuntron rawn «p11 this form? Theſe 
things we do enjoyn youte dag anday. you dothens, it ſhall-be to yewthe 
fame thing-as if you tet them alone. If the '('hurch hath pomer #0 © 
Command many thing, we ned go no farther than common ſenſe ta.in- 
fer 3 That ſhe:harh power to pumſh, if that be not done which 5 COM- 
manded : and now that the Church hath power to make Jnjunttions.of 
this nature ; We bave evidence-enough \from the Scxiptureut ſelf, where 
we find our Saviour ſo far ownng is Authority, as that he ſubmit- 
ted to it : The Feaſt of the Dedication was of Inſtitution purely bu- 
mane, and yet our Lord obſerved it; John 10.22, Nay farther, our Sa- 
wiour did-not anly obſerve: bumaxe Inſtitutions, / where there was no par- 
ticular command in Scripture for them ; but.be alſo did abſerve ſuch as 
were in outward circumſtances, quite different from what the Scrip- 
ture hath appointed them tobein, If this ſeemh ſirange tous, let us. 
look, into Exod, 12, 11, where we 'frud the very manner of eating the 
Paſtover plainly preſcribed ro, 20 bedone inn ſtanding poſture, and 
that with all the punituul formality of thear ons girt, Shoves on their 
Feet, avd Stavesintheir Hands, Now our S$avour-eats4t,quite-ot ber - 
Wiſe, 4u 4 Table-poſture leaning, without Loyns  girt, Shoogs on his 
Feet or Staff in his Hand 1n erfel compliance with the Uniform pra- 
file of that age be lived is, And that al £00k order and anthoori: , 
Ws not buried withthe Synagogue, us apparem from St, Paul, 1 Cor,. 
14.10, Let all things'be-done decently and in order, | &pon mbich. 
Calvin: ** The which St. Paul here Taquires, canngt be bad, wrle(s: 
6 ſome Conſtitutions (like Bonds) be added, by which order and Aeca- 
© 7447 may be obſerved, And MelanGthon 7 his common places, Cap. 
de politia Ecclefiaft , throwghout : ** T akg away the Obligation of bu- 
©*© mane Ordinances, men cannot be governed or reftrained ; Sothat 
* let #4 afſure our ſelves, that taks away the Ordinances of the Church, 


© and the Church at ſelf #% in danger, Add in the cloſe of that Ar- 


gument, ** Let. us look, but into burave Nature, and. Man-hand's: 
6 way of living, and we ſhall find that it cannot want Ceremonies. 
But why do we mention particular perſons? when if there were occaſion 
to multiply words in ſo clear a caſe, we have the joynt ons of all 
the reformed Churches ;, and ke who pleaſeth to look into the Harmony 
of Confeſſions, may ſatisfie himſelf at leaſwre : We ſhall only mention- 
the Bohemian, becauſe; carries its reaſon along with it, C, 8, SeR; 

IQ,. 


T/ 
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can beno reconciliation in this Land. "The Papiſtc has 


_ 

anofe for the: want hereof, thar this lame Atof Uniterny 

as\ rior it13 enjoyed, 5 the Pirtitron-JPall brive bf '* 
nfor#fft and Non-conformiſt, "that. till thar be down ther 


their Unjformiuy ; will the Pratefiant ſay here: that Ugi 
fognmiey nov. the. Frent-Council, is-the means to Uniry? 
irbeberween rhemfetves, we know it ſhall eyerlaſſi 
hinder all Union between ns'and them. - Bur why Ty 
doth he not take the whole ſentence ; and when hed 
allume again(z'me that #niformity tr the means to tiny, 
(for fo/he ſayes' expreſly, it ie were carefully maintained 
would/be)whydoth he not'prove:t0o, that ola-Founnatm | 
ave. eftabhſped by new' Impoſittons ® And' if he would & 
that, I will tell him the way. ' Let us have a.new moulded 
order or frame of. Uniformiry- thatwwill: rake in alkthatar | 
tober Proteſtants under ,8 this ſtiall be no-dbubt a mes | 
of Unity amongſt our falves'! Provided: when we hat: 
done ſo, we'db not yet ge-about to: perſecute- any other 
that cannot come in and yeeld tit, For when nothing 
wilt make'a/party ſtand out'befides, this will moſt effeds- 
ally do it, - and increaſe their numbers continually, |t 
makes them confiderable if we trouble- our felyes wit 
them ; but if we let them alone, we-render them defp 
cable, andiby making, we /all make nothing of them, 


by. ted 


But we are told in the next place; That to makg Laws in Relig 
Matters eſpecially, (and by the ſame Rile in-every thing uk 1; 
thing, to ſay ua more, perfeflly infignifitant,, and: abſolutely wes 
For, Itis a Principle of a ſerious tender Chriſtian, that he woul 
not do any thing for fear, Which he would not, aur.of Conſcian 
i.e. As theſe wards muſt ſignifi. 1n this place, he will da namrt | 
the ſake of the Law,” thai K, would have. done without it ; And1it 
deadly Temptation againit the preſent InjunRions, tharty 
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(15) 
have apenaltyannexcd to'them. , Did ever ny hear.of a Law with- 
out @ Penalty.? \ was ener an dnjuntren irawn wp1n this form? Theſe 
things we do enjoyn you1 da; andaf.you dothens, it \ſhall-be to yeutbe 
fame thing -as af you tet-rhem 'alowe. If the ( burch-hath pomer 'to © 
command ue any thing, we need go no farther than common ſonſe ta.in- 
fer 3 That iſhe:harh power to pumſh, uf that be not done mbich © com- 
manded : and now'that the Church bath oy to make dnjunttions.of 
this nature ; Wie bave evidence.enough from the. Sexipture ut ſelf, wheve 
we find our Su0nur fo fer owning is.Anthority, As that he ſubmit 
ted to it : The Feaſt of the Dedication was of Inſtitution purely bu- 
mane, and yet our Lord obſerved it; John 10,22, Nay farthe?, our Sa- 
wiour did-not anly obſerve bumane Inſtitutions, ; whore there was no par- 
ticular command in Scripture for them; but.be alſo did Slerer ſuch as 
were in outward circumſtances, quite different from what the Scrip- 
ture hath appointed them tobein, If this ſeen ſirange tows, let us. 
took into Exod, 12, 11, where we 'frud the very manner of eating the 
Paſcover plainly preſcribed rto16s, t0 bedone inn ſtarting. poſture, and 
that with allcbe puntizul formality of ther Loyns girt, Shooes on-thetr 
Feet, aud Stavesintheir dands, Now our $evour-eats4t,quite-ot ber- 
Wiſe, 4u 4 Table-poſture leaning, without Loyns  girt, Shoogs on his 
Feet or Staff in his Hand in GE EA with the Uniform pra- 
fliſe of that age be lived in. Axd that all gook order and antfaorit y, 
Was not buried withthe Synagogue, 14 apparent (from St, Paul, 1 Cor. 
14.0, Let all things'be-done decently and in order, ' 4pou mmbich, 
Culvin': ** The which St. Paul here requires, canngt be bail, wrle(s- 
6 ſome Conftututions (like Bonds) be .ndded, by which order and Aeca-. 
*© 74479 may be obſerved. And MelanQhon in his common places, Cap.. 
de politia Eccleſiaſt, thronghout : ©* Take away the Obligation of bu- 
© mane Ordinances, men cannot be governed or refrained ; $9 that 


* let #4 afſure our ſelves, that taks away the Ordinances of the Church, 


© and the Church it felf # indanger, Add in the cloſe of rhat Ar- 


gument, ** Let. us look, but into bumave Nature, and. Man-kand's: 
6 way of living, and we ſhall find that it cannot want Ceremonies. 
But why do we mention particular perſons ? when if there were occaſion 
to multiply words in ſo clear a caſe, we have the juynt confeſſion of all 
the reformed Churches , and ke who pleaſeth to look, into be Harmony 
of Confeſſions, may ſatisfie himſelf at leaſwre : We ſhall only mention- 
the Bohemian, becauſe carries its reaſon along wthit, C, 8, Sec; 

I9.. 


(6) 
x0; P.12, They do teach likewiſe, That there ought to bra.þ 
46 Conſtirmtion nnd a cert din order of adminiſtration inthe HolyCharg, 
for without a \Corſtituttion; and anontward Adminiſtration fort. 
6, O86 dey, it canmot poſſebi 84 well with the-Charch,- as with n0 other, af 
<4. not the leaſt Community. But" now ſuppoſe the Church makg thi 
Laws, how if inferiors will not obey them ? For that Mr. Calvinſ 
be-their Twudge in his Epiſtle to' Patel p.v, © Thu hath alwajers, 
<< rained in the:Church, which" hath alſo been decreed' by the ann 
-<&:Synads; that he who'will not-be ſubjeft to the Laws of the public? 
«« Diſcipline, ſhould be put out of hu Office aud Employment, 


You may perceive what violence this-Gentlemanisfo| 
cedto\ufs to ty: Words,to'cinable hinaſelf co fay ſomethin 
 agaiuſt them, * Who bur a min' ſet to'pick out ſome tl: 

ter, . would eyer find fault. at ſo honeſt a rule, as thai} 
Chriſtian is to a&t out of Conſcience, and not our of fea} 
in'what he'does; © Artormal fpiritwill be difpleafed x4 
_ ſincere $peech:  'As for his py r0junCtions with 
out a penalty, *he doth Know I intend thefe thoſe penaltisf 
they are burthened wich; and he will not need to bens 
formed that other penalties might be mare proportionablþ 
to ſuch offences, i That! more, leaves 'then_ may not pals 
-unprofitably,”Þ will not refuſe to! deliver my thoughtsw 
"on that matter here which "preſents its ſelf, both concer 
'ing Church Rites, andPenalties about them, 
;. For the. former. That the Church hath a powerto# 
paint Ceremonies, 1:do not queſtion; but how fartis 
power doth extend, is not-perhaps ſo eafie of determi} 
tion, There is 'the- Worſhip of God, and the Circur 
ances of it. . The Worſhip of God it ſelf cannot bei 
ſtituted by man, but God only, becuuſe there is none® 
know what will pleaſe him, unleſs he reveal it, Beſi 
#ill-worſhip is forbidden by the Apoſtle ; To add os 
z:ini/h, by Moſes 5 And this is the ſubſtance of the ſecog 
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[17 ] 
Cortmaridment, Circumſtances of Worſhip are irs appen- 
dages or accidents, which when they go not into the effence 
of that Honour which we give to God according to hig 


| Excellence (che School-definition of Worſhip) do appertain 


as neceſſary to the perſon in the performance, - Thofe Ce- 
remonies conſequently which are not neceſlary to the per- 
ſon whoatts in a thing which God hath commanded for 
his immediate Honour thereby, are more than Circum- 
ſtances of the ſame, (1 wilt ſpeak, ſurer are in my account 
(or according to this adjuſtment I make) more than Cir- 
cunſtances, or more than belongs to Man to preſcribe in 
God's Worſhip ) and let them thar impoſe z Or uſe 
them,look to it, My Reaſons are, becauſe this is a pecu- 
liar branch of Chriſtian Liberty, to be freed from the Or- 
dinances of Men, Alſo Iargue, That which is unlawfull 
and forbidden,the Church hath no power in;for thefe men 
do ſay her power lies in znd:ferent things that are neither 
commanded nor forbidden, But it is forbidden by the Apo- 
ſtle to enjoyn any thing that is not to Edification, Ergo, 
In things that are unneceſſary and nnproficable I appre- 
hend the Church hath no power (thar is hath no right from 
the //ill of Chriſt ) to put Impofitions upon us as to God's 
Worſhip, and conſequently there can be no ſubjefion - 
due in conſcience to ſuch things, Things now that are 
neceſſary to him that aQts ia the Worſhip of God are ſo ei- 
ther :7 genere, or in ſpecte, In things that are neceſlary any 
way, I am willing to own the Churches Authority, and I 
think I ought to ſubmit my private judgment very much 
to hers in judging a thing editying or not, When things 
tn genereare neceflary and not determined by God in ſpecte, 
theſe are matters (we ſuppoſe) wherein our Church or Ru- 
lers power doth lie, And here we muſt diſtinguiſh of the 

| _ Impo- 
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[ 18 
Impoſition. and our Submilon; As for our Submifliog, 
I apprehehd-that whenſoever our Rulers do a in their 
ownſphear, and thethings they command be lawful, we # 
are concluded under obedience by the fitth Command. 
ment. For the Impoſition, there is need of a double 
diſtin@tion : The one is of thoſe things which are neceſl; | 


ry in _genere, and not determined” by God zn ſpecte; And | 
they areeither ſuch as are neceſſary to be ſo determined: 
or not. neceſſary 10 to be,. - For inſtance, Teme and Placear 
Circumſtances of Worſhip neceſlary #n- genere, for ther | 
muſt be ſome Time and Place, andthis zn ſpecte is nece 
to. be determined, [for elſe cannot the Worſhip ot God 
be performed, On the other hand, there is the Habi 
and Geſture, which are zn genere alſo neceſſary ; no Mini. þ 
ſtes can come to Church bur ſome habit he muſt haven, 
and he muſt. uſe ſome Geſture ; but, the determination Þ 
whether it be of this or that colour, in the Pulpit black,in } 
the Pue whzte, or the like, this is not neceffary 7 ſþecieto þ 
be determined ; becauſe the Service may be pertormed | 
though that be not appointed, New it is a queſtion t | 
me, whether it be lawful for our Superiours to determine # 
of things that concern God's Worſhip which 7 ſþecie are 
not neceflary to be determined, for two Reaſons : The 
one fromthe analogy.of that Text, Jt ſeemeth good to tit | 
Holy Ghoſt and to ts , to lay upon You no preater burit | 
than theſe NECESS ARY things, The other from chok | 
Rules unto which the Church is tyed in her Ijun&tions | 
to wit, that ſhe do nothing to lay a ſtumbling-block bs 
fore the weak Brother, nothing but what is fir and 
cent, and to edification. But it is impoffible ( according 
tothe condition of our People) to determine ſuch thing 
in God's Worſhip as need not be determined, (but i. 
' cal 
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ſcandalize many, and ſo-cannot beto edification, when 


it is to their deſtruQtion, Nevertheleſs the other diſtinQtion 
is here alſo needful, to wit, between the Matter impoſed, 
and the A# of Impoſing : Though the Act of Impoſing 
were unlawful ( which yet I peremptorily ſay not), yer is 
the Matter impoſed, ſo long as it is about that- which is 

enere, is neceflary, no other than what does belong to the 
ſphear of our Superiours, and conſequently obliges the 
People in point of Submiſſion, 

For the latter, There are Laws Civil, and Eccleſiaſtical. 
That the Magiſtrate hath an external obje@tive Power and 
Government of the Church, as Eprſcopus Tar ta, for its 
fafety and good, it is not to be doubted : but how far this 
Power doth reach, and is fit alſo to be exerted to the ſan- 
ion of Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, by Penalties about . 
Religion, it is too difficult a point immediately to be reſol- 
ved, WhatT have publiſhed I am willing to preſent, Mat- 
ters of Religion may be conſidered barely as an Act of 
Conſcience, or as they have influence on the Manners of 
Men, which come to concern the State, In the /atter re- 
gard, the exerciſe of Religion, or the Matters thereof, are I 
count, ſubject to the Laws Civil ; to wit, they are to be or- 
dered'ſo as they may not make diſturbance in the State, or - 
hinder the Politick good : - In the forazer regard (if they do 
not ſo) Conſcience 1 muſt confeſs, is ſuch aikind of ſacred 
thing with me, as I am tender to have it touched ; And 
therefore I would diſtinguiſh, There is a Tolerarion in the 
Church, or in the State and the }orld, That matter of Re- 
ligion and bare Conſcience, as Errors and Hereſfie; are ob- 
jects of Ecclehaſtical Coercion, there is no queſtion, and 
that they are not to betolerated in the Church, the noted 
Inſtance of the Church of Pergamus is undubitable : But 
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' whenaperſon for his Error and Herehie is excommunicg 


ted from the Church, and fo turned into the World, whe. 
.ther he be notto be tolerated there (which is his place) ler 
thoſe who will give judgement. The Word of God j 
giyen to bea Rule to the Conſcience ; and it Conſcieng 
erre, it is ta be reproved by its Rule, Conſequently why, 
ſever Cenſyres are Spiritya), and bring the authority ayd 
force only of the Hord with them, they are proper tohy 
inflicted on Men for their Conſciences, becauſe the apply 
cation.of the Word (and this is one and the moſt payer. 
full way of application thereof, ta wit, by Cenſure) is the 
dire&t and'only means for irs cure, But the applying 
Puniſbhments temporal, which in their natures are ſuch g| 
have no tendency of operation on the Conſcience, thy 
cannot be inflicted here, unleſs upon extrinſecal config 
rations, ſuch as the Quiet of the State, or the like is, 1 
add, that I deny not but the maintaining that Ecclefiaftig 
Order which is ſerled in a Nation belongs to the Publid | 
Quiet and Good, and ſo the Magiſtrate to be peculizhy}| 
concerned, But whether that Order, as it is now withuy | 
or if it were enlarged, were better maintained by rigor ad 
ſevere execution of Laws againſt Diffenters, or by gent 
neſs, withdrawing late AQts, and forbearance, I am cov 
firmed bythe opinion of that copiouſly learned andent | 
nent Politiciab Bear, whom. I have quoted in the plact, ? 
from whence thus much betore is fetched. Ido remembe } 
alſo the conſonant judgment of that wiſe Emperour Ss 
{yman the Great, who being ſpoken to by a Baſhay of his 
notto ſuffer a diverſity of Religion, in the mixture of tif 
Chriſtians with his Turks, in his Dominions 3 he opens tif 
Window, or the Window being opened, he points t04 
Bank that was before them, and bids him ſee how _ 
£1 
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(21) 
variety of thoſe flowers did net hurt, but enrich and bear- 
tifie that plot of ground, where they grew ſweetly. toge- 
ther, and hindred 1ot one- another, I fee indeed this 
Gentleman is of another humour, and for ought chat I 
can diſcern by him, quite againſt all moderation, Iam 
ſorry for him heartily,” and thoſe of- his Opinion ; and I 
am the more ſorry, in regard of the influence ſuch men 
have had fo long npon the goodneſs of his Majeſty, when 
the goodneſs of his Majeſty ſhall one day (we hope) have 
influence upon them, How gracious he was in his incli- 
nations to a tenderneſs in relation to mens Confciences, it 
is known, while he was beyond the Seas, and his face but 
toward his People ; and I do not think that thoſe men were 
more faithful friends ro Him, then to themſelves, who di- 
verted thoſe intentions 3 And I do think alſo farther, that 
He had need to be no lefs gracious then Himſelf is, if He 
forgive them all for it in' the end. 

To return to this Authors Book, If the (hurch bath 
power to command any thing, (fayes he) common ſenſe will 
enfer ſhe hath poxer ta puniſh, . How ? Hath the Church 
power to command any thing under .temporal puniſh- 
ments? The Weapons of her Warfareare onely Spiritual, 
And what will the Church of England be able to do with 
theſe Weapons, if ſhe ufeth not ſuch befides that are not 
her own, in the buſineſs of Conformity > As for what he 
ſayes after, that the Church hath power to make Injunti- 
ons, and praduceth Chrifts abedience to fuch, and others 
Authority, what is that to me > And what is that to'thoſe 
Penalties he brings this for, orto the ſenſe of this place he 
animadyerts upon, unleſs Ejecion (that of (alwrn) were 
the infliction of. the Church, . and not of the State, with 
us? Ideny not butthe Church may: make Her Laws and 


Canons, 


Canons, , and impoſe her j3-. " OO Eccleſiaſtical, and 

that in. lawful things we muſt obey Authority, but if ſhe 
Will ivflict her CerinesSpiricaaled the Law of the Land 

[Temporal tor anything which is againſt mens Conſcience, 
I hope then it is the duty, and will be the praCtice of are- 
{olved. Chriftian, | not to do it any more tor fear, than i 
there were none at all to be ipflicted.on/hini. And whey 


this in effect is all I ſay, that which he fayes, I chink might 
be ſpared. og 


Having now. upon theſe ſeveral, and we hope comu;ncing Gram, 
. ſhewed, that the Church ſhould have 'a power of: commanding, all 
conſequently, of Impoſing Penalties in x of Diſobedrence : we ſul 
a little return and take ſome ſmall notice of the firſt ground of this til 
Argument, That a tender Chriſtian will not do any thing for fen, | 
which be would not out of Conſcience.” * If this be intended tory. 
ſent the Gallaritry of ithat Party,; which #5.bear Pleaded for ; as bring 
4 company of Heroic Spirits, as that they may be perſwaded or enw- 
raged, but are at no hand to be frighted into any thing : We ſhall tha 
ſay , that we never yet ſaw reaſon tobelieve that they were perſon 
ſuch great bravery and reſolution : We have heard indeed by ont » 
< knew them well (King James) That no Deſerts would oblige then, 
.nor no Oathes bind chem ; / b#t we never yet heard, but they wert #7 
liable tobe terrified as any other Mortals. We ſuppoſe that Ms. 
Love may well paſs for one of theſe ſerious and tender Chriſtians, 
yet Fear prevailed ſo far upon him, as to make him acknowledge 
great Guilt and unſeigned Sorrow for his great Offence ; and own tht © 
whom be conſpired againſt, as the Supreme «Authority, and prom} 
all manner of-Duty and Submiſſion', in hopes of a Reprieve ; and ils 
this was not altogether Conſcience, appears, in that when they wixll © 
Reprieve him no longer, he called them Rebels aud Traitors . Om 
again, Mr, Jenkins too, - did recant.. then ; and we are more ſurt ib 
ke did comply then, out of the principle of Fear, than we are tha 
wot=Conforming now proceels purely out of a principle of Conſcitnt 
Nay,did not that whole Party lay afide all mention of the Covenant fi 
Mr. Love's death, till juſt upon the King's Reſtanration ? Pu 


: | © 
; p | 
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fear had (ome influence upon them 11 this as well 4s Conſcience, 
« Juppoſe [+ of. it Ng they are like | Re if they. ſeem t9 love any,. it 
e is after they have been ſoundly beaten ; or rather, they are of the baſe 
l of all Diſpoſitions, who really love no body, .bat yet will cringe and fawn 
| wmpon any one, ſo long 4 they are afraid of him, And if this be the 
charatler of a tender Chriſtian, to do nothing for fear ; ſure we are, 
that the tender (| briftian is (of all places) the moſt unlikely to be found 


among ſt thoſe who talk, ſo much of having tender Conſciences, 


It is pitty but this learned man ſhould have found out 
ſome other work for himſelf, that he might not have _ 
been forced to recur to the ſame paſſage ; thus for want of - 
others worthy his animadyerſion; for here he hath repeated 
this only to abuſe the deceaſed Mr, Love, who died in the - 
Cauſe of the King and Covenant, as a fingular Example. 
He might have ſpared this inſtance with more ingenuity 5 
and for the other perſon he mentions, he tis alive, and can 
render his reaſons. But when he proceeds upon theſe 
men, that they are /ihe Spanzels, the baſeſt diſpoſitions, if 
they ſeem to love any, it is after they have been ſoundly bea- » 
ten, heis without any reaſon, as well as favour. 


In purſuance of the former Argument, we are told, p. 14. That 
if in lieu of propohng ſuch a piece of Baniſhment ro fright the 
Non-conformilſts into the late Oath enjoynedin the Ac at Ox- 
ford, there had been offered a liberty of the Miniſtry, on that con- 
dition, Without any Penalty, the A& had been perhaps to purpoſe. 
It 1s to me not a little wonder, that any one who bath but the face of a 
man, can pretend to complain, as if there had beex any ſeverity in en- 
joyung the Oath made at Oxford : And to ſatisfie any, whether that 
which 1s here called Baniſhment, (i. e, removal five miles from a Cor= 
poration) be a puniſhment any thing leſs neceſſary for the refuſing that 
Oath, there will be little requiſite Tefider conſulting the Oath, which 
follows in theſe words, viz, 


L A.B, 
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1 A. B. do ſwear, That it is not lawful on any pretence whatſqe. 
ver,to take Arms agunlt the King; and that I do abhor that Try. 
terovs poſition, of taking Arms by His Authority againſt His Pg, 
"ſon, or againſt thoſe who are commiſſionated by Him, in purſuancy 
of ſuch Commiſſions ; and that I mill not at any time endexyoy 
any Alteration'of Government either in Church or State. 

Now is it clear, that this Oath is not an Eccleſiaſtical, but aCini | 
Oath, made purely for the ſafety of the Kings Perſon and Anthoriy, 
and was, with ſome addition, in force before ; and being refuſed, th 
pretence was not any thing of Diſloyalty, ( no, the trme was mot congy, 
profeſs that) but Loads there was in it a clauſe for the Renouncin 
of the Covenant : The Parliament therefore being willing to comph, 
not only with their infirmity, but with their very peviſhneſs, contri! 
the ſubſtance of the former Oath without that clauſe in it, only bindiy 
them to profeſs, That it was not lawful to bear eArms, &c, ut fupn, 
Now the refuſal of ſuch an Oath asthis, wherein they are onelyriqu. 
red to ſwear, That they will not ſerve this King as they did bu Fi 
ther ; One would think were Confiſcation of Gods, perpetual Imjr. 
ſonment, or Baniſhment, in the proper ſenſe of that Word , whes | 
it 15 nothing but the being removed five males from a C orporation, Thy 

who will not promiſe, not to ſubvert the Government, ſhall have th 
whole proteflion of it, with this only Caution taken againſt thens, Tit 
they ſhall not live in ſuch populous places, where they may have on-F 
tunity to ſeduce great numbers every day, tothoſe attempts which ily 
will not be brought ſo much as to profeſs for to diſclaim, Ant 
even this is not exalted, as thoſe who walk, London ſtreets know w 
enough ; and now where there is ſo direft, ſo reaſonable, and with 
ſo merciful a Law : One would think , that inſtead of complant 
they ſhould rather expreſs their Gratutnde towards the King ws 
wonderful, I had almoſt ſaid ſo proundleſs an Indulgence, inn 
ting in execution this AQt which ts ſo great a piece of his own ſeewnl 
. Mut 5 a reſtraint npon thoſe who will not ſo much as engage themſtini 
not to deſtroy him and his Government, | 


The Gentleman produceth here the Oath at Oxfl 
which he ſuppoſes to be ſuch as he ſeems to admireti 


any ſhould once refuſe it, and counts them worthy, 9 
OLVI 
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onely of a five miles removal; from- any Corparation, ' but. 
of Confiſcation apd Imprilonment, Lam ſorry heartily 
to ſee ſuch an overly ſpirit, and ſo much cruelty joyned to® 
gether and 1 am the-more ſorry to haye any men of this 
complexion to be in power, becaule it is this fort of per- 
ns who look butonce over a thing, and then think they 
o& tothe bottom, that are; ſo rigorous .in, their exaCtions 
upon others Conſciences. As this man hath wtira Book 
againſt me of the Inconventenctes off Toleration, there-is 
need of. ſome other to write another againſt himof the J- 
condemences. of Perſecution; 1'pray God turn theſe: mens 
hearts, 4nd; give them more Catholick: Principles; and 
more Catholick Charity. But ſceing I have ſach a Call 
from him; and 1 know not who the: man 'may.be, 1Iwill 
bumbly Ggaifie.chus.nwch to him, that.chough-4. ſhould, 
a to my Genius,..atd prepatatiomofmy Studies} 
write.a Book for the taking this: and:conforthing: ſofa as 
ever we could. poſhble, rather than diſconrage any body 
from ic 3 yet; that. heand: others may.be ſenſible that the 
biuable {and madeſitcetuleniofithis Qathhavemors xcaſon 
forithe. ſame,:thap;this traniand bis: patty: generally doth 
inagibe,[ L ſball $flerthe&Reaſansyihrkeir-behalfrohis 
conhderarian, i 4)nnilo os yr Donn i ut De 
- In this Oathywelhaverhe Mayter,.or the form of Words, 
that is.the Subſlance,.\anÞ .theiGfoſure; ;>\lwckth ene'are 
three parts of it... Jhefirftpanty;l argbe,isvotucdonding 
to Judgement, the ſecond according ta Fruth, 'the latt 
according;to Righteouſpels.. rote. 15771 50 80D ws 124 
1 will begiftwith the laſt; :14vd Znull.notenteatrounan 
alterateon of ' Gqternment. ) Þhere.is no .Governmentlin 
earthis fo perfe& tha iitrhath-need of Laws like#he Miles 
aud Per{:ang, | Akeration of on. and:foof the Govern- 
ment 


26 | 
ment . {in the Adaivifiradcs ) FAM neceflary many times, 
apon emergent occaſions tothe palitick Body, as the freh 
Air is tothe natural, This Oath was brought into. the 
Houſe to have been 'made common: -It were not a thin 
righteous to have ſuch an engagement laid on the Souls of | 
the Parliament ; 'it is not Righteous to have laid iron any þ 
who 'are 'Free-holders , and Free-fubje&ts, as'we ar, 
The Confticution of our Nation,: as Parliamentary, is ſuch 
that no; Law can be eſtabliſhed or repealed,” but ic muſt | 
pals the Houſe of Commons, - and ſo the whole Body doth 
concurititheir'Repreſentatives to every alteration of:Go. 
vernmevt'that'is-:made, if it: be legal ; and; no Houſe of 
Commons is choſen but by the, People. Every Enplif- 
man #5 intended to be there preſent, either in Perſon, 7 
frocurations and the conſent of tht Parliument, is taken tolt 
every mans conſent, ſayes Sit:Thoxtas Smith; DeRep. Ang 
L 2;:c.'2, '' Nay while the King'confilio & affenſu Bayoriun, 
Legos olim impoſuit untverſoRegno,conſentive inferior quiſqut 
v1ſus eft in perſona dojmini {uz vapitalis, 'prout hodie per piv- 

\ curateres comitattus, fayes Sit Henry S pelman,' »Ehis 1s'10 
true, thatin this ſenſeir is; thatrhe'Taws thac'pals areal 

| tobe:Quar wiulpur elegerit, * Nowthen i every. Free-ſub- | 
ject hath a fundamental liberty to chooſe the Knights and 
Burgefles, and accordingly'to inform them of their gre 
vances, and'petition.thendtorretfeſs,vand jn:thenyas thei 
Repreſentatives, dp conſentro!thealteration of! Gover'F 
ment and Laws as are profitable forthe Nation, how ca 
fuch an Oath be impoſed on any; that they will not endet 
vour.avy- akeration,'as this is 3:1s fot choofmg Butgeſſes 
informing;them, petitioning them< and-aStihg, and" | 
gally conſenting in them tothat-end, an endeayour? ad 
thatas much as can be zn their place and calling 3 And® 
| | more | 
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more then an endeayour-in. their place and calling was _ 
challenged: by any.':+'Is not 'the :Foundation-Libeety' of 
the.whole People, 8 our ſelves with them, here in danger'2 
Judge ye that are wiſe, For the words then (or form) I 
wonder at this rigor of the Compiler, that a man muiſt 
{wear not to. endeavour any: alteration, - Had 4t not been 
enough to be engaged nor to endeayour'the-alterationof 
the ſubſtance of 'our Government, Epiſcopacy inthe 
Church, and Monarchy in the State, but muſt it be not 
any alteration f It were well we were fo abſolutely perfect, 
And again, muſt they not at any tzme endeayourany ake= 
ration ?* What if Times ſhould curn, and we be in as great 
a confuſion as we were, or any the like chance or change 
come? Muſttheſe men be bound up that they-cannot en- 
deavour to reduce. back this \Government that-we now 
have 2: No, not the. King and Biſhops; if\rhe iniquity.o6 
the Times ſhould putthemout;' for they have ſwormthey 
will not at any tzme endeavour any alteration" in Church, ov 
State, Sir! The matter of this Obligation being'againlt 
the fundamental freedom ,of-the Subject and Parliament, 
and the: words;:as you fees fo 'enſnaring,. andtharagaitift 
that dutyiall owe tb the:publick gdad; offer iryoats con. 
fider in the firſt-place whether this /aſt part be according 
to Righteouſneſs 2 ; | 'F- 1360-13967; S399 

For the middle | part of the. Oath; : here 15a; Poſitron of 
taking Arms'bythe Kjngs Authority againſt any\cohmilſitnas 
ted by bim, which nwſt be ſworn to; asabhor 4 and trayte- 
rous, There is now a caſe inthe mouths of all the under- 
ſtanding retuſers of the-Qath, Suppoſe ſome -1//-1e ſued 
butz-and comes to the Sherifft hands, and ſuppoſe ſome 
to oppole the execution'iby the. Kings perſonal command 
or comm-fſion, and he thereupon raiſes the Pofſe.Comitatus 


2 upon 


128] 
| wpgndhew, '> I will askihere, Whether the Sheriff ads noe 
hereip by the-Kings Aythority-? Lthivk it cannotbe deg 
cd,: By the Kings - Authority, is all one- as, By the Lay. 
br (in the Name of the King according toLaw, And whe, 
he-can act ſo againſt any, (for all their Commiſhon) and 
the;Law will bear him out, how.is this Poſitzon in this 
argyteroue.and:to; be abhor df For my part,: I do reſolutely 
beljaye thats was hot ever the intentoft) the Parliament 
this Qath,: prthe Jike Subſcription (as ro the major par, 
ws may be,bold) to. advance the perſonal 1/4 or. Con. 
Han oi the; King abave. Law, which were to make hiz 
Power. Defpgtiral, and noti.Rega/. Non: oft Rex: (ſays 
Braion,) ub; dewinat ur woluntas non Lex, And how thy 
Poſition indefiturely, (without exceprion- df this. caſe x 
leaſt) nauſk be ſworn to.as akogether trayterous I am yr 
talearmicni bb (ivrtauf: Liw ben gourd the Kin s Charterty 
Going 
fect 


084, 5m99%Ch-are paſſed apainſt hag ;' for 'the Kings 

40 he Laws. and ſworn to: maintain s, | nds 
Feikins-1in his Works {p.48. Astor the:Fornmi thead 
tha-words,;! Lehbor this traytetaus Puftton,' they: are/harh, 
The: word bar ,. vipecinlly is axword- of interefy andipe, 
lion, acoolex word; as Þdiffriyar diſallow;  thighttaxe 
ſerved, _ Sorhe af; the mare. grave/(as Ca{amy particulady! 
were much offended ar that word, I mayfayathings 
uolawful-n xy Conſcience, owhen:Tcaniiorfay bobs 
to:retith- I aber. ity... There" is\neyera Gentleman in ite 
Land but may: ſwear truly, rhat he believes.irunlawfolw 
company' with any\other woman as his own Wife, buti 
each one were-put to ſwear he abbors it, I ſuppoſe ſomews 
ry good Sons of the Charchyasweltas'our Brethren;woull 
þe found willing to be Non-conformiſts to feich an Oathi 
Well Sir !' when theſe words Abhorand Traiterous, ro. 
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harſh in the Compoſure; and * 0 there is ſ::ch a caſe, 
and the like perhaps tory may be put as to the Poſitron inn 
the matter oe wherein it ſeems' prtifiable and without, 
offence ; I offer it in'the nextplace toconhderation, whe- 
ther this -ziddle part of the Oath be according to Truth ? 

For the firſt part, we have a hrge afſercion roundly 
ſworn. The - Oath runs not-qnely that it is not law!ul to 
rake up Arms againftthe King,” or that it is not lawful, on 
any pretence, but on any pretence (or cauſe) whatſoever, 
The Grammatical litteral conftruCtion of that word, ſeems 
ro intimate no lefs then that this Propoſition muſt be held 
without any reſtraint or limitation. Among the moſt emi- 
nent of Authors who haye wrote for the Power of Princes, 
and eftabliſhed it againſt reſiſtance in writing on this ſub- 
ject, I ſuppoſe there are few or none to be valued above 
cheſe three, Barclay, Gretins, \Armſeus. And we ſhall 
find that they have all their reſtrictions, or caſes of excep- 
tion in the maintenance of -this Tenent ; And how ſhall 
any be over-earneſft here to'puniſh the refuſer, when if the 

matter be fcan'd, the reaſon perhaps why he refuſes, will 
be forind only becaufe he hath read more thenſomie othets 
chat rake it.” I begin with Barclay:that is William Barelay, 
a Scot, and Connſellor to the Kingof France; who writes 
apainſt Buchanan, Boucher, and ocher Monareho-machiſts; 
as he calts them, 'This-leartied.ran\endeavours to make 
his Prince to be above the whole People, that conſequently 
no Arms canbe taken againſt him 5 nevertheleſs when he 
comes to*put ſome preſſing cafes, he thus limits himſelf, 
Qzrd ergo? Nulline caſus meidere poſſunt , quibus populo 
in'regem trma capere jure ſo liceat f  Nullt cert? quam din 
Rex manet.” ' There are eaſes mdeed he accounts in which 
a King does exnere perſona Regt, or dominatu ſe exnere; 
| and 


\qRbPyTiizt TH co TSo&S SWAEA_0S5 TX” © oo W' =. 0 * Uo» 0: = TT A ENS C(& £..- ac." & Ov 


- 
© — 


— —— 


[ 30] 
and particularly (7,3, c. 16.) he mentions two, Si Rg. 
numalienet 3 'S1 KRempublicam evertere conetur., Ido oy 


fay I approve this DoEtrine, 'The Papiſts uſe the « 
' we know in another caſe. We may not fight againſt gy 


King, but if the Pope excommunicate him, he ſhall bx 
no King with them, Ler us come to Grotzus, and firſ 


quote him in his Judgment of Barclay, left you may thick 


elſe I miſtake him. Barclaius (fayes he) Regis tmperii | 
cet aſſertor fortiſſumus, hiuc ramen deſcendit, ut Populo & w-| 
ſigm equs partt jus conſedet ſe tuendt adverſus immanem ſui. 
tiam, , For hirſelt then atter he hath aſſerted this Tenet 
Summum imperium: tenentibus jure reſiſtt non poſſe , {ron 
Scripture , Antiquity , Authority , and Example, to x 
much purpoſe perhaps as any, he.comes to put ſeven | 


_ wherein he does /ettorem: monere ne putet in hanc legem &-| 


linquere eos qur reneri non delinguunt, For Armſzu |} 
hath wrote three learned books of Politicks, De Jure Me | 
jeltatis, De Dottrina Politita, De Authoritate Princip 
in Populum ſemper imvidlabilt 5 ſeu, Qudd nulla ex cauſaſu 
aitts fas ſit contra legitimum Principum arma ſumere, Her | 
then-we have our Tenent, -in the ſtate whereof he come? 
ig the iffue.to diſtinguiſh berwen Rex and Tyrannus's Ty 
rannus intitulo, © Tyrannus in. exercitio; and Tyrannuu 
exercitio, he counts does excidere de jure etſi bereditati.} 
Traditur. Reſpublica- principt in eum finem (layes he) »ih þ 
prefit in ſalutem 09:11um, a quo i prorſus deſciverit, tial | 
de. poteſtate cadit, quam alio: fine ſibi commiſſam habebat, V | 
ſuch teſtimonies as theſe, without naming others, I would 
expoſe this Gentleman, and thoſe perſons who.were tit 
compilers of ourlate Declarations & this nature to.belub | 
{cribed or ſworn to ſome reſentment and ſhame, that wil 
the ſenſe and meaning of them (letit be only declared) 
Fug | OY Parliame% | 
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Parliament,to be indeed no ather then'as he does candidly 
interpretthem, and which has been indeed my' Judgment 
in effect as to this Oath) is ſuch as we were not like ro ſays 
any thing againſt,they ſhould be yet compoſed fo in termi- 
ns, as to belyable to fo, grand exception, _ For the form 
then yet of the words here, [, A. B, do ſwear that it is not 
lawful, &c, Here is an Oath to the matter of a Propofi- 
tion, and that queſtioned, to the determination of a point 
of Conſcience, and that diverſly decided. An Oath 
ſhould be to a matter of, Fact,” and cannot be taken but to 
that whereof we are certain, ,- 'To-require of men there- 
fore to ſwear to the verity of a doCtrinal Propoſition, is 
not according to judgement, being a thing impoſſible, be- 
Cauſe no man is infallible, Now Sir then, when here is 

ſuch an Errata in the Compoſure, as the want of the words, 
1 believe, or the like ; I ſwear that I bold, or belteve, that 
it is not lawful, &c, and fo material an exception as the 


judgment of the moſt learned in general comes to, againſt 


the Subſtance m termints, of the firſt part ofthis Oath, 
(which goes down yet with theſe men,” asnot fir firſt to be 
chewed) I offerit humbly 1 the third-place to be confider= 


ed, how this Oath can be taken either in Truth or Judg- 


ment? An Oath muſt be-raken in Judgmear, in Iruth, 


and in Righteouſneſs, The firſt part is not according to 
Judgment, the ſecond -oot: agcordihg to-Trach, he third 
not according to Righteouſnels, to 


T be next,p.I5, 1s a project of ogr Author's againſt, his own Brethren; 


end that 15, to ſerve them 45 Juhan.a.s the. Primitive Chriſtians, to 
keep them.out of every Office and En 

fr yeeld to bis Advice, , as to ackaiwledor, that if it were carefully fol 
lowed, we ſhould quickly ſee that it would have a very good effeth. But 
we muſt add, that he bath put a very odd Complement wpon His Mla- 


ce and Emblsyment, And 1ſhall thas 


zi; 


(32) 
10 and the Parhiamentin thes, repreſenting Them: to be worſe thy 
lians! . But-tbe poxty, p.17, # tufinitely, pore tnexcuſable,; be duh 
there tell aShow the King of Japan fiſt put to deith evety” tnm wh 
was a Chriſtian : This not ſerving the rurn, he executed the whil: 
Fittily where any Chriſtian was hatboured : This-not doing y 
eſther, he commanded, that both that Houſe whete any Chridha | 
vzs found, and the next two Houſes: 6n both (ides of, it, | 
be all pot toexecyution. And now when be did reaſonably ſy, | 
poſe, that every one who reads thus diſmal paſſage, had his heart (vl | 
of horrour and deteſtation at this ſo barburous and unexampled ins. 
manity, he moſt ſpitefully tnfers, That this # the conrſe which 
aid bis are to expett likewiſe. Lay that right-hand on you 
breaſt, weigh whatT ſay; You muſt eicher\come.to This, if youſte 
to the end; or you mult come to an Accommodation... Have thi 
mrn already forgot how their Lives were (by the plain known Lani 
' the Land) every one forfrit to bis Majeſty ? And bow earneſt the Kin | 
was to paſs the AQtof Indemnity : How Religions he hath been ind. 
ſerving jt 2. And when themſelves find the Government fo wild, thy 
by thus ſort of ſcribling dare ſhaw how little they are afraid f 8; {t 
" what manner of returns they make, Onght not now ſome other cont 
befides Mildneſs, be takgn with them, who ſhall thus dare to Allan þ 
the Natiod; 1/ut if he and hus have nat their wills, there F, approach} | 
the! maſt hatrid Tyranny which ever the. Sun ſaw ? 1 dare confident | 
ſap!Tihas. however theſe Fealonſies may promiſe their Deſign, in vis | 
ming the People ; yet themſelves do not in the leaſt belitve that en 
ſath Rigour is intended toward them : and if they were more afrul, 
hey wo ja ua tothplain half ſo much, -/ 


? Pp yore” - , 
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” Ins Projeft Heſpeaks of; that I offer againſt:my Brethy | 
he does thus far yeeld unto, he ſayes, that if 7t were (at | 
fully fallowed, we ſhould quickly ſee it would have a very go 
effef. I thank him for this; for my Book methinks 05 

Turn £0 a good account, if this be accepted and improvth 
Let there-only be but ſomething more taken into the P# 
je, which is the cnlarging the eſtabliſhed Order, fo th 
raking in others of their Brethren, to be of the Regs 
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the State owns, as well as they 3 and if this be once ſet wide 
and comprehenſive enough, if they find not this way beſt, 
ar leaſt at this time, for the Nation, let them blame me and , 
chuſe another. But what is this Advice of mine,ſeeing he 
yeelds to ir > The Contents is, that thoſe who come up to 
the Order, as we defire it to be enlarged, or to the Ac- 
commodatinn we crave (ſuppole it according to his Maje- 
{tics Declaration heretofore ) they ſhall be perſons capable 
of allowed Offices and Preterments, that is,have the King's 
Countenance ; and thoſe that do nor, ſhall have their Con- 
ſciences, but no Encouragement ; and then by. this means 
we ſhall moſt probably ſee in the iflue that effet which the 
like counſel and practice had upon a contrary ſcore, in the | 
dayes of that politick Emperor before mentioned. It they 
will not allow the one part of this Advice, the Accommo- 
dation deſired, yet if they do the other, and forbear all 
Perſecution of any barely tor Conſcience, I ſhall be plea- 
ſed well, though I have no benefit my ſelf by it. ln the 
ſame Page he brings in the ſtory I mention of the King of 
Japan, and then ſayes, I /pitefully infer as if this courſe 
we did expect, God forbid ! My Argument which I frame 
in that ſtory depends upon the contrary ſuppoſal. And if 
eny man will cake a gueſs of the ſufficiency of this mans An- 
{wer ro my Book, he may gather it from hence, What 
fayes he to the importance of the Argument ? The ſenle is 
this; It is not any Penalties hitherco invented that will 
prevail upon the People of this Nation to bring them to 
Conformity 3 either then they muſt uſe heavier, or the 
muſt come tro Indulgence : Bur the former 1 ſuppoſ-: the 
Nation js not in caſe to bear, and the clemency, goodneſs 
and tenderneſs of the King (we do believe) to his people, 
ſo long as they are but truly conſciencious ro God, and re- 
E bel 


CC —_— Cc —D_——_— 


- Bee OED 1-2 Cain. Dn 
— — — — —  — ——— *.  ewvw WT TCR C———— 


_ a CES oe > 4 —_— 


| things it ſeems are lawful, and they can come over to them : It min 
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bel not againſt him, is fuch, as will not permit the vioten 


to fly to 1ach high pitches of Severity and Cruelty, whig 


alone is able to do any thing, if they go tO do it in earneſ} 


that way, Erpo, they muſt go ro another, which we beg! 
them. in a ſtared Toleration, 


Hitherto we have had {ittle but Lamentations ad Complaining, 
that there are 1» general, LaWs and Injunctions which they cant ang 
with, But now, p.18. we are plainly told what there ts in thoſe Lax 
which doth ſo much offend them : Firſt, xegatively ; It is not the Dis 
nity of che Biſhops, their Lordſhips and Revenews ; Itis not the 
Cathedrals, Organs, and their Divine Service, in what ſtate w/ 
magnificence they pleaſe: It is not Common-Prayer, no noty 
Ceremony of the Church, for all iis fignificancy, if it be but a Cy. 
cumſtance of Worſhip, and no more, that could hinder moſt of th 
judicio--5 and ſober Nonconformiſts to come over to you, 8&c, Thy 


be wiſhed that they would inſtrutt their Proſelytes but thizs much athy 
here openly profeſs, and not for ever infuſe diſmal jealouſies int th 
heads and hearts of the people, againit thoſe things which themſel 
own ſo perfeftly innocent, and what they can at any time cone ov ti 
But hath not the trreſiStible evidence of Truth, here forced themta gs 
np at once no lefsthan their whole Cauſe,or at leaſt to take away all ms} 
ner of colour from it ? For ſeeing that theſe things are all innocent wt 
one thing can there poſſibly be alledged to create any longer ſcript! 
Here is a clear confeſſion, that theſe mu are puilty of the moſt untts 
ſonable Schiſm that ever was, or ever can be in the Worli, becanſe ill 
ſuch a Schiſm which is ;n therr own judgments utterly without any 
fon ; For there ts not any thing required but what they here profeſs ths | 
they can come over to: The Church exatts Conformity to nothing*| 
what the very Diſſenters acknowledge that all the ſober and judicus 
men among them can come over to, But are theſe men to be eflermi 
or Subzr, or Judicious, which fland ont in ſo canſleſs a Schiſm? whi 
keep up ſo needleſs a Separation , and divide ( not to ſay the Chard, 
but ) their Natrve Conniry, by refuſing to do ſnch things which lt 
know and own, that they may do, and do them very unlawfully. Bi! 
theſe things do not keep them out what dath ? Fur thiſe are all the my 
wh! 
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which the Diſpute hes about : Why ? Itis theſe Declarations, Sub- 
ſcriptions, and Oatts, which you 1mpoſe upon them, Cc. If the 
former doth not binder, 1 ſee no reaſon why this latter ſhould ; For, if 
we may do ſuch a thing, why may we not declare that we will doit? Ife 
we do believe theſe things, why may we yot ſubſcribe to then ? And 
what ts the harm of an Oath to a thing which hath no harm init? And 
4 tothe Impoſition,that aloxe cannot alter theCaſe ; For if ſuch a thin 

( ſuppoſe a ſugnificant Ceremony ) be in it ſelf lawful, then the Mag:- 
[irate by impoſing a ſigrificant Ceremony, hath only impoſed that which 


> 


is a lawful thing, The Law # here notoriouſly and confeſſedly innocent 
in every particular, becauſe that every particular which it doth require, 


is owned and confeſſed to be innocent, 


Here he cites a paſſage of mine, wherein I {peak, as 
think, according to the ſenſe alſo of others (at leaſt of ſome 
very conſiderable) That it is not the Biſhops Greatneſs and 
Revenews, or Common-Prayer, or ſuch Ceremonies as 
are no more than, Circumſtances of Worſhip, that keep 
moſt out of their Miniſtry, but it is thoſe things I ſuppoſe 
inthe Act of Uniformity which are newly impoſed that 
ſtick more with them, Here any may fee I apprehend 
that the Crofle in Baptiſm does ſtick with theſe perſons, 
being that which is pleaded to be more than a bare Cir- 
cumſtanceis, Beſides, by the Common Prayer I meant 
and mean the ordinary daily Service of it, not including 
every thing in it in the by-offices, and by-occaſions, I find 
not my ſelt aggrieved with theſe things, and I ſuppoſe that 
many others would not be ſhut out of their Miniſtry if 
there were nothing required elſe in the Act of Uniformity 
beſides theſe, But now when he falls upon us only for 
my kind Conceſſions here, that we are guilty therefore of 
the moſt unreaſonable Schiſm that ever canbe in the World, 
What reaſon hath he for fuch an outcry > We who are up- 
on ſo large principles, are guilty of no Schiſm, fo long as 

E 2 ls we 


[36 ] 
we joyn with them in theſe things which we think layfy; 
we come to the Common- Prayer, and ſome of us partzh 
alſo in the Communion, and hold no Separation. 
in theſe things which we think unlawful we forbear, ſup 
poſing that what is enjoyned iv the Act of Uniformiyj: 
ſo, at leaſt in ſome particulars to us, And hereof ſeein 
this Gentleman engages me ſo much, I will give him for; 
account. ; 

"Three things there are which be injoyned 1n the Agy 
Uniformity. Reordination, The Declaration, Ty" 
Subſcription, | 

For the formoſt, -there are few or none I betievetel 
ever were ordained by Presbyters but are confident of th! 
validity of that Ordination, and it muſt be then on t; 
lawfulneſs or indifferency of repeating Orders that thit- 
who have or do come off, muft ground themſelves, Bt 
what an odd thing Re-ordination is to the Fathers, Cow; 
Cils, School-men, and all Divines, as well as Rebaptizt 
on, who does not know, that hath read and confidert: 
any thing about it > There is Ordinatio ad Officium, and. 
exercitium particulare ; Ordination to the laſt may ber! 
peated I believe; To the firſt generally it is held ity; 
not. ' To compound -us in this buſineſs ; I will propoſen? 
the Biſhops, that ſome new form be framed for this pu? 
poſe, To wit, to commend a Perſon to the Grace of Gut: 
the work of anew charge, by the impoficion of cher hai 
and prayer. | 
.  Forthe Declaration df afſent and conſent to all,ande)} 

thing contained in, and preſcribed by the Book of Comme! 
Prayer, and that of ordering Prieſts and Deacons, 
are words beyond all {wallow of a conſiderate man, unleb 


-he can find ſome way to mince them, 1 Go yer _ 
, [ 
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F there are ſome particulars I may inſtance in, that tliis Gen- 
k tleman himſelf does not give his afſent to, In the Atha- 
I mrajan Creed, there is this paſſage, that whoſoever does 


not hold bat Fazth (to wit, as is there expreſt) en ze is? 
[\ ETEVE2 /'y damnd, Butis there no Perſon think we that 
M£ {1c 4:3) dies of the Greek Church (who differs from that 


t Crew the Article Filzoque) can be ſaved ? God forbid ! 

' Na; racher would I hope that ſome who have lived under 
& Arr:aniſme, or Socintani{me, yea ſome Heathens thein- 
kt felres poffibly may find mercy, Well, T5 and Sem- 

{ bproniusare men of large Principles, and both believe that 
o ſome may be ſaved that do not hold the Athanaſian Creed 
k entire; nay that ſome Heathen poſſibly may be faved, 
n They bot: of them are put upon it to declare their unfain- 
N 


prontus ſayes, He does not believe it any more then Titus, 


= ed aſſent to all the Particulars in the Book of Common 
* Prayer, Tnis is one Particular, Tzt:us therefore ſayes 
bt he cannot declare his affent to this,and ſo is ejetted, Semr- 


i 

tt buthethinks good to declare for all that, I appeal now 
4, tothe world whether it be well, thar Sempronzus ſhall be a 
r DeanoraCanon becauſe he can lie,and Tus ſhall be none, 
7 onely becauſe he cannot, Tus it may be would read the 
i} Common Prayer, and this Creed, as well as Sempronius, 


wv buthe cannot declare in theſe words (it it were onely tor 
fv! this particulars ſake) as he can ; he is a weak man, and 
6 his Conſcience will trouble him it he does. Another 


+ lefler warterI will inftance in. Inthe ro, P/. & 28. 
)s Tie Bible readsthe words. thus, And they rebelled not a- 
ww gainſt lis I/ord, The Pſalter reads them, And they werg 


wh 7298 obedient to bis Word, 1 argue here; One Particular 
ek contained in the Book of Cominon Prayer is, the tranfla- 
ot tion of that Text. Bur it the Trai:{lation be true in the 
et Pſalter, 
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 Pfalter, itis falſe in the Bible ; and it it be true in the hi 


- 


| Author himſelf, nor any man can afſent: Ergo, —_ 


$) 


ble, itis falſe in the Pſalter, That they rebelled, andy 

belled not in eodem2 reſpeftu, no man can give aflent, || 
know Hooker may tell us, that both ſenſes may be true! 
the minds of the Tranſlators ; the one referring the wag? 
to Miſes and Aaron, and the other to the Egyptrans ; ," 
in reference to diverſity of time, both may be true of th* 
ſame perſons. But I urge this more ſtrictly. The min} 
of the Text it felt, or Davids mind whoſe Pſalm ir is, wa 
but one 3 while the Tranſlators then are contrary inthe} 
minds, both of them cannot have Davids mind, andh} 
one of the Tranſlations muſt have that which is falſe, Tha® 
Tranſlation now it ſelf which is the falſe, is one thing ov 

tained in the Common Prayer Book, But unto thatthi | 
this Author, nor any other can declare in theſe word, 
that he afſents to every thing, or to all and fingular the} 
things that are contained in this Book. There is onething! 
more particularly ſticks with me, and perhaps does with; 
poneelſe, Our Common Prayer Book, according totie? 
received Proteſtant Dotrine, hath laid the Viſible Churd © 
upon a Foundation ſo narrow, that we cannot ſtand upos 
it againſt thoſe who are for Congregational Separation, | 
The Church with us conſiſts of a number of thoſe who © 
have true Faith and Repentance, and conſequently wt | 
require a profeſſion of no lefs then a ſaving Faith and Re 
pentance of all that are admitred ro Memberſhip, or | 
Baptiſme. Upon this the Child which is brought untotit | 
Font, before it is Baptized, is made to declare thatitÞt | 
lieves the Articles of the Creed, and that it does renounce 

the fleſh and the world, in choſe actual tearms, Credo, ab } 


N#4ncio, The Godfathers doit in the name of the Cn, 
a 
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39) 
and the Child is reckoned thereupon a profeſſed Member, 


and hath his right in the Church. Now beſides the ab- 
ſurdity of this, that a Child ſhall anſwer Credo (from the, 
cultom of the Ad:ilr among the Antients) to all the Arti- 
cles, when it is not capable of believing any one, (though 
the Lutherans indeed contend with us that Elect lalauts do 
actually believe) and beſides that this ſtands not with the 
Doctrine, that Baptiſme is a regenerating Ordinance ; For 
how ſhall that Ordinance be a means (inſtitively) ot Re- 
generation, which preſuppoſes the party who receives it 
to have true Faith & Repentance, that is to be regenerate 
already, and he cannot be admitted to it but on that ſuppo- 
ſition and profeſſion ? Beſides this 1 ſay there is this incon- 
venience which wrings us, that foraſmuch as Profeſſion is 
not a thing required torit felt, but tor the declaring what 
the Perſon is who makes that Proteſſion, (thatupon the 
{ame the Church may.admit him) until a Perſon (will the 
Separatifts tell us) makes ſuch a protefſion of his Faith and 
Repentance that he may be adjudged by the Church, to 
have indeed in his heart this Grace which' he protefles he 
is in no CapaCity of entring into Church-relation ; and 
conſequently in regard there is in our Church no profeſli- 
on but tizat which is a Pageantry, of the Intant at his Bap- 
tiime, we are no true viſible Church, that is, no number 
of Proteflors, and therefore they muſt gather from us,up- 
on the account of this profeſlion, For my part now I am 
apt to hold that an acknowledgement only of the Doctrine 
ot the Goſpel, in oppoſition to other Religions, with ſub- 
mithon to the Ordinances, to the end that a man may be 
brought to ſaving Grace, if yet he have it not, is ſut- 
ficicntto Memberſhip and Baptiſme for a Man and his In- 
tanc, I apprehend accordingly that when the Child is made 


ro 
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to anſwer Credo, Abrenuncio,it ſhould ſuffice (and accordiy 


to the Catechiſme, which is part of the Liturgy, is to þ; 


underſtood only) to fay Poll:ceor, Iengagetoit, Irhink 


Entring the Covenant is one thin ('j and Keeping another, 
The Covenant is conditional, and a perſon yet unregene. 
rate, may engage to the performance, as ever he expe | 
the benefits, when for want of pertormarice after, he ma 1 
periſh, Lrhink in brief, the Church ſhould be held $:f 
School, receiving perſons in that they may be regenert | 
there in the uſe of the means (which are the Ordinance; 
indifferently) and not a Corporation only of the profeſſed! 
regenerate already. Accordingly I am 1iot pertely (| 
tistied with thoſe ſeveral expreſſions in the Prayer Book, 
which ſuppoſes all her Children to haye true Faith and(z | 
ving Grace, as at Baptiſme, ſo at the Supper, and atthei 
Burial, They may be conceived ſome of them to be yit- 
out,and toattend the Ordinances to obtain the ſame, And | 
then as others wil ſay 'of a Church-member of theirs,whoi | 
a Hypocrite; that though he be one that indeed in his hear } 
does renounce Chriſt, yet as a Profeflor they admit him: 
So ſay I of the Members of a mixed Church, ler any of 
them be ſuch or ſuch as is objected againſt them, I receire 
them to the Sacrament under the notion of perſons com: 
ing now to the means for Grace if they have itnot; thats 
I admit them not red«plicatiz'? as ſuch, but I admit ſud Þ 
( ſpectficative,in their works perhaps denying Chriſt hither | 
to, but now coming) as ſeeking at preſent in what the) þ 
are doing (and according as they have greater need) theit þ 
Converſ1on and Salvation, 

I will paſsto the mention of another Particular,which 
the more [general exception of all ochers, They havell 
the new Book of Common-Prayer, and ordering oy 

all 


41 ] | 
and Deacons, inſerted ſeyeral paſſages de 4»yftr:a that 
make the B:i/bop a diſtinCt Office and Order from the Presby; 
rery. They would not be content belike with a difference 
in Degree ard Eminency, but they will have us declare to a 
7ure Divino diſtin&tion, diſproved by learned perſons a- 
mong the Papiſts, and among Epiſcopal men, as well as 
the Reformed Churches, Now I would beſeech them to 
confider whether they have dealt candidly to impoſe {uch a 
condition on the Presbyterian to the keeping of his Mini- 
ftry, as not only Biſhop #/er, 'and Biſhop Davenant, but 
Dr. Field, and Francis Maſon, muſt have been turned our 
as Non-contormiſts upon the ſame ? I muſt conteſs for my 
ſelf, leaving what Jerome in his _—_ ro Enagrius, and 
his longer Comment on the firſt of Tz#us, hath pic in (as 
the ſubſtance, for ought I ſee, of what hath ordinarily 
been ſaid fince) I cannot but be thus far convinced, thar 
during the time St, Paul wrote his Epiſtles, the Biſhop and 
Presbyter could not be two diftin&t Offices in the Church, 
becauſe in the enumeration of the Officers God had /zt . 
there, (which he hath Catalogued in three ſeyeral Texts) he 
never reckons the Biſhop and Presbyter as two of them. 
There are Apoſtles, Evangelifts, Paſtors, &c, But never 
Biſhops and Presbyters ſet down as two of the number, 
which is not to be 1magined poſlibly to be omitted by him, 
it they were then a diſtinct Order in the Churches account. 
And this brings into my mind another thing in the order- 
ing the Prieſts and Biſhops, which is the uſe of thoſe words 
(modo tmperattuo) Take thou the Holy Ghoſt, itis added, for 
the Office of Biſhop, as to the laſt, which gives the fore- 
mentioned oftence, Theſe words receive the Holy Gbo?, 
which were ſpoken by Chriſt when he breathed on his 
Diſciples, and did effecually beftow his Gifts on them, 

F which 
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came vitibly upon them, But itis notto be imagined thy 


 * Hooker) ts for that neither Spirit nor ſptrttual Power may i + 
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which in an extraordinary manner on the day of Pentecg 


either Gifts or Graces are beſtowed by the hands of me 
on the Ordained, What then is underſtood by the Hoh 
Ghoſt, that we may approvethe uſe of thele words in 0. 
ders ? By the Holy Ghoſt mult be underitood the Popy þ 
that hereby is given 3 To wit, che Spiritual Power forthe | 
Miniſtry, or Power to forgive fins. So Bel/armine tortel 
Papiſts, and Maſon for Us. Bur befides, that ſome ng} 
not eaſily endure that the Words of Chriſt ſhould be ut 

ro any other effe than they then had, whar it the ſpiritul 
Power it ſelf comes not, or cannot come by the handsg 
men (or by Orders) but immediately from Chriſt ; asthe} 
power of Princes is not from their inauguration, but fron þ 
God? How then ſhall we afſent and conſent to theſe pal | 
ges in Orders, which are ſome particulars both contained; 
11, and preſcribed by the Books * The cauſe why we _— 
not as (rift aid, on them unto whom he imparted power (ſays: 


thought to proceed from us, 1 do offer this the more freeh, 
in rclation to ſome who are plunged ſo much about beny 
re-ordained ; The ObjeQuon they have, lies here; Order 
is that which gives a man the ſpiritual Authority tor I 
Miniſtry 3 This they have already, and therefore they 
be ordained no more. Againſt this then, that orders cob | 
fers not the ſpiritual Power, I offer theſe Arguments. | 
x. Itis the 1/1 of the Lord of the Houſe, is, andmub | 
bethat, which makes a man his Steward, and the Ordait 
ers can but a as Signifiers of his Fill Butthere multi | 
this 1/41 before it befignitied ; conſequently a man mull * 

have the Jus or Power in the fight of Gou before he beor 
dained, 2, God is not tyed to Succeſſion, Suppoſe 
COMM 
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company of Chriſtians in an Ifland, and one amongſt them 


every way elſe rightly qualified, takes on him this work, 
as called of God, wichout any to give him Orders. I ask, 
hath this man Mzn:fterial Poxer unordained ? It he hath? 
then mult the ſpiritual Power come ſome way elſe to a man 
chan by Orders. For I argue hereupon, 1t there be no- 
thing hinders, but the ſame way as Power flows to ſuch 
a man in a caſe extraordinary,it may flow alwayes ſo alſo to 
others; then are we not to multiply ways of our own with- 
out neceſflity. But this Power doubtleſs upon the one from 
Chriſts inſtitution immediately, and why not fo then alſo 
ſtill unto all whatſoever > 3, The Apoſtles in ſuch Texts 
as 1 Cor, 12.7. 1 Pet,4., 10, and thelike,do argue direct- 
ly from the Gifts to the Duty, But the Duty muſt ſuppoſe 
the Power, Neither does that hinder but that when a 
man coruz Deo hath this, he ts yet to be approved alſo in 
the Court of the Church, and fo /et him »/e bis Office. 
4. St. Paul had his Miniſterial Power betore ( 4s 26.16 - 
being an Apoſtle neither of man nor by man, (Gal, x. 1.) 
etis he Ordained with Barnabas, (who likewiſe was a Mi- 
niſter before alſo) At#sr 13.  Ordination then is not 
tor collation of the Power, whatſoever elſe you find it for 
in the Text, 5, The Presbyterians generally did quite 
omit theſe paſſages of collating Power which are in the E- 
piſcopal Form : But this were a pett inexcuſable, if it can- 
not bealleadged for the reaſon of it, that the Judgement 
of the moſt ſwaying amongſt them was accordingly, The 
Donation of the Office and Spiritual Authority annexed there- 
wnto, 15s onely derived from Feſus (rift our Mediator, He 
#lone pes all Church Officers, and therefore nine may deviſe 
or ſuperadd any new Offices, Epi. 4.7, 8, 10,11. 2 Cor. 
10.8, © 13,10, He alone dertves all .4 authority and Power 
03 Spiritual 


[44] | 
Sprrigual to thoſe Officers, Mat, 16.19, & 28,19,20, Jo 
20, 21, 22, 23, 2 Cor. 10,8. & 13,16, And therefore 
is not ſafe for any creature to intrude upon the Prerogatny 


"Royal of Chriſt .to grue any Power to any Officer of the Chun 


Nthil dar quod in ſe non habet, Jus Divinum Regining 
Ecclefaſtici, Cap, 6. Þ. 56. 


I proceed to the Subſcription, This hath two park 


The one is the Purportof the Oath before nientioned, g 


which therefore I ſhall add no more but this, That whenth® 
matter of the one and the other, in the former part thered 
is ſuch as enters the Foundation of Politicks in gener 


and the Laws and State of our Land in particular (whic 


iS Þxo12tic ron), as Sir Thomas Smith hath it, Rex ſub Iu 
& ſub Lege, ſayes Hooker and Brafon) fo that it require. 


the skill of the greateſt Judges, xp and Sages d 
the Law to determine the caſes included in it, every pod 
ſilly Miniſter is put to decide the ſame for himſelf, andy 


have that evidence therein, as to be able to take his Oath, # 


or give his hand to the certainty of it. The other pard 
Subſcription concerns the Covenant, where theſe word 
[ Nor any other] as to the Conſciences of all who are nd 
Epiſcopal altogether, are ſuch a Ford as ( without font 
unuſual help to carry me over) is, ſo far as I yet ſee clear, 


Impoſſible ; Ir is nothing to me to ſubſcribe that there lis B 


no Obligation on me from the Covenant, to endeavour any alt 


ration of Government, becauſe I never took it; It wa+F 


gainft my Conſcience, and I can conceive for othersin4 


private Capacity, what have they to do with Goyernmeitt!þ 


No Oath can bind to Sedition and Diſobedience, Buts 


for ſuch who are in a publick capacity,and can act lawful 
toward Reformation in their place, What ſhall I fay® 


thoſe > One way there is indeed will ſtrike off all, - 
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45 
th:t is.to hold the preſent Government eſtabliſhed, to be 
Jure Divino altogether, & that any alteration is ſin, He that 
holds fo, may affirm tlearly that though a man ſwear he 
would endeavour to alter the Government, it binds him 
nothing, let him be in what capaCity he will ; The leaſt al- 
teration is unlawful, and he muſt therefore repent of his 
Oath, and not perform it, But if a man hold that Presby- 
terian Government is rather fure D:vimo, or that neither 
Epiſcopal nor Presbyterian is 7 reD:vrno,or that Epiſcopal 
Government is well ; yet that ours» as 1t is now, is not alto- 
gether ſo well, but that ſomething may be altered for the 
better 3 I would fain be informed how ſuch a man can ab- 
ſolve him who is .in a publick capacity (asa Parliament- 
man) from his endeavouring ſo much, according to time 
and prudence, if he hath fworn before that he will, It is 
in vain to hide where the Water ſticks; there are ſome 
cannot tell how to abſolve one other for their lives. 1 fay 


* not, there lies an Obligation on any to do as they have 


ſworn for fear ic be dangerous : and I dare not fay there 
lies none, becauſe I tear God. But this I may ſay, that I 
defire to be inſtructed ; and this I will fay, that it is a hard 
thing to be put on it to ſay thar there lies no Obligation 
upon any other but our ſelves, whether there does or no. 
To relieve us in this grievance, and all others in the like 


{ nature with this, I propoſe this Remedy, To wit, that 


thoſe Declarations which are required of the Non-confor- 


| miſtto be Subſcribed or Sworn, * may be impoſed onely in 
; the matter and end, and ſolong as he comes up in his ſenſe 


and meaning to give ſarisfaRtion therein, he may be left to 
the liberty of uſing his own expreſſions, 


8ut 


46 ) | 
But: a for Oaths, we are farther told, That be they taken, 
they nor taken, they ſignifie nothing, We live then certamhiy 
very mad Age, But of all men, the Presbyterians are the beſt qui 
« fi:d to teach this Doftrine, That Ouths be they taken, or not takes} 
they fignifie nothing. All Europe will bear witneſs, that with tha 
they have indeed ſignified nothing. eAnd thatznot only becauſe thy 
15 no hole whereout a man can creep, that hath taken a fo 
Oath, but he can get out of the ſame, or find another like it, 
any nzw Oath you put upon him, pag. 20. Ar this rate, th 
muſt be no Quths at all, Becauſe too many way be tempted to lnul 
them ; but I (hall wot make any longer Annotations upon this, bua: 
I will not preſume to vie skill with a Puritan 1n what belongs tn 
ſhifting ont of any Oath, eſpecially if it be a lawfml one ; I ſhall 
acknowledge, that they are, of all others, the moſt experienced M# 
flers of that faculty. But mn confirmation of what went before, mat 
farther told, That there iS nothing that iS a mans duty, orun 
tul, before he bath taken the Oath, but it remains as it was, afiel 
he hath taken it'; and he will be obliged neither more nor kF 
(I ſpeak as to the thing, nor degree) whether he take ir, or 
take it. The Obligation of Oaths :5 certainly mnch ſtronger thai 
Amthor ſeems here to make it : The thing which was my duty bin, 
if once I become ſworn toit, this 1s 4 very ſtrait Bond totie me f, 
to ut 3; myſoul is particalarly laid in pawn, and God Almighty, w# 
ſides a Tudge,is a Party to exatt the thing 1n that I have ſworn uM 
in unlawful things, the Oath hath a ſad Obligation ; not to doth 
thing, ut is true ; for nothing can bind me to commt a ſin: butas} 
by taking this unlawful Oath, I have brought my ſelf into anecel 
of ſinning, let me take which courſe I can; whether 1 do the thy! 
ſelf, or break, the Oath whereby 1 ſwore to doit, If the limitatit 
zn the Parenthefis (1 ſpeak, as tothe Thing, not Degree) were wh 
ded to qualifie the crudeneſs of this (otherwiſe) wild Aſſertion, 18 
content to let it paſs : I ſhallonly add, That if we ſhould grant 1114 
premiſes, he could not infer a Concluſion wide enough for bi, purpd; 
becauſe his enumeration of particulars is very lame ; for beſides! 
things which are Duty abſolutely, and thoſe which are abſolutth 
lawful, there are a ſort of things of a middle nature, onely lanfw! 
themſelves, but nat neceſlaty ; which 4 ol the Oath I might | 
done, but after the Oath I muſt do; and this part of the Dyviſiun uf 
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wat to bave been forgot, becauſe our great conteſt 1s concerning theſe 
things of this middle nature. But p.23,24. the Propoſer ſpeaks home, 
] would to God there had never bzen an Oath, belides the Aﬀer- 
tory Oath, &c. Andp. 25. Indeed an Oath in civil things, that 
is taken of gvod Mill, is of moment ; but an Oath upon cor{t.aint 
we abhot, Sure the wiſdom of all Nations hath been ſtrangely miſta- 
ken; if (o be, that Promifloty Oaths are not things of very great uſe 
and Ocligation : Solomon among other Reaſons by which he preſſeth 
obedience to Kings, reckons wp this 4s one, and that not the leaſt confi. 
derable, in regard of the Oath of God, The Examples of this n 
the Scriptmre are very frequent, David and Jonathan, David rs 
Bathſheba concerning Solomon's Succeſſion ; to the Gibeonites, with 
many others: And the wndiſpenſable Obligation of ſuch Oaths, 1s declared 
Numb, 30- v. 2. If a man vow a Vow, or {wear an Oath to bind 
the Soul with a Bond, he ſhall not break or prophane his word, he 
ſhall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth, Well, 
but this, perhaps if the Oath be taken voluntarily, of our own actord : 
For, 1ndeed, an Oath in civil things, which 1s taken with a good 
will, is of moment ; but an Oath upon conſtraint we abhor. Ther 
pf any will of their own accord ſwear not to kill the King, theſe may, 
but at no hand we muſt not compel them toir. The Scriptures furniſh 
#u1 with many Examples of impoſed Oaths, by Moſes, Joſhua, David, 
Aſa, Iehoida, ayd Nehemiah, &c, 2 Chron, 15, 12. Aſa cauſed 
the people to come to Jeruſalem, and there they made a Covenant to ſeek. 
the Lord God of their. Fathers : but pethaps the people were every one 
of them Unanimous, and deſirous to enter into ſach a Covenant : T hat 
% not likely, that there ſhould be ſo immediate, and ſo ſudden a change, 
ſeeing that v. 3. they had been for a long ſeaſon without the true 
' God, and without Prieſt to teach, and without the Law : eAnd 

V. I3. We ſera plain, and avery preat Corrcion uſed, And whoſoe- 
| ver millnot ſeek the Lord God of 7/rae!, ſhall be ſlain, whether 
he were ſmallor great, man or woman, Ezra. 10. v. 5. He cauſed 
the chief Piieſts, and the Levites, and all Iſrae! to ſwear, that 
they would do according to this Word, eArd thus did all the good 
Kings of Judah, - as it were eaſte to produce, impoſe Oaths, and that 
too 31 Religious matters: Now there were amongit them divers cer- 
tainly of different perſwaſtons, who would have been glad to have been 
exempt from thoſe Oaths, as appears by their ſeurral Groves and. 
High. 


", 
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High-places (among#t which, no doubt, there were ſeveral pimu a 
well-meaning, however deluded perſons, who might have ſaid, y 
worſhip God according to out Coniciences,and the beſt of our Ligh|f 
Bat wt different Lights and Perſwaſions did not hinder thoſe godh,s 
well as wiſe Magiſtrates, from impoſing ſuch an Oath ; but rathy; 
was the grand cauſe or motive of ſuch Impoſitions, to diſcover whathſ 
were who were of another perſwaſion, that they might be obſerved, ul 
care taken of them, that they might be queſtioned, and if poſſibl, il 


time reduced, 


\ This Gentleman is willing to find fault with whatI fg} 
but when he hath done his endeavour, he is forced of w# 
ceſlity to ſay the ſame with me, 1F the I:mitation m the 
rentheſis were intended to qualifie this Aſſertion, 1 am conn 
zo let it paſs. See here how fain he would find occaſion 
quariel, when there is no doubt in the leaft but that 
rentheſis was put in purpoſely upon the ſame caution, Au 
as for his telling us of things of a »zaale Nature, it wasuy 
unthought of by me, but impertinent here altogether} 
cauſe the things thar were ſworn to in the Covenant af 
one fide, and what is now required to be {worn on theof 
ther, are accounted of each party abſolutely duty, Net 
ther hath he any reaſon to trouble himſelf about thepry 
ving the lawtulnefſe of Promiſary Oaths, which was nert 
denyed, nor ſhall be by me ; only I wiſh, how lawful 
ever they may be made, they were yet let alone nevertit 
lefle for all that, The Apoſtle diſtinguiſheth beryet! 
what is lawful and expedient, and ſo do I between wi} 


may be done,and what is moſt Politick and beſt ro be dot 
for our Souls and the Lands ſake. | 


The next ts @ rare Reaſon' why there ſhould be never any more 18 
wade, Ruit bumanum genus per vetitum ; To command 4 this 


wherein We wete before left free, is enough to whet our hum 
nature unto oppoſition ; to prohibit it, will make it coveted, * 
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If people do grow eager after a thing, meerly becauſe there 15 a Law 
againſt it, There is Lt one way to prevent that, and that 1s, Tp put 
the Law in vigorous execution, I muſt confeſs, That alittle Reſtraint 
doth ſometimes whet our appetite ; and that the vulgar are ſo ſilly as Tj 
deſire a thing ſometimes meerly becanſe it 15 forbidden them ; and we 
(hall readily grant that it 1s thus 1 the inſtance he hath given us, That 
if many of tne ejz&t2d Miniſt:rs who are flockt to now- When they 
venture to preach, had liberty to ſay on till they had weatied 
themſelves and Auditors out, we ſhould ſee how the roiviing Snow- 
balls would melt, and, excepting a feiv of the Eminent of them, 
their Congregations would quickly grow thin enough. We are 
eaſily perſwaded, that the people would quickly ſee cauſe to grow weary 


of them, and do very much wonder what it is which makgs thens at all 


flocked after ! How ſuch flat, and empty, and wretched ſtuff, (hould 
ever have the luck, to be eſteemed Goſpel preaching. Page 29. 1 do 
verily hope in the Lord, That there is nothing 1n theſe fears, and 
dreadful abodings of many good mens hearts, about the Diſcipline 
and ivay of Worſhip in our Church, but a conceir, the Lord 
knows, I do notknow. Is t not therefore very wiſely and Chriſtian- 
ly done of the Magiſtrates, to ſilence thoſe Men who make it their great 
buſineſs te put ſuch fooliſh and odd conceits into the peoples heads, who 
make them to fear, where you confeſs that no fear is? Are theſe meu 
fit to have the charge of Souls commutted to them,who love to keep their 
Proſelytes all ther life-time 1n Pupillage, under thoſe childiſh and emp: y 
terrers, which you prop.rly reſemble to Ghoſts and Goblins? Things 
which may indeed fright us very much, but it is only becauſe we will 
not be made to underſtand that there is nothing in them: And whereas 
we are adviſed, p, 33. To root out ſuch conceptions ; we wanſt ſtill 
accept our Authors conceſſion, That theſe are conceptions fit to be rooted 
out ; ard we think, that if that ſort of Teachers were removed, who 
nouriſh up ſuch filly Apprehenſions, theſe jealouſies, as having no foun- 
dation, would in a little time, of their own accord, wear all away, The 
nxt thing conſiderable, i an Argument for Liberty of Conlicience 
p91 4 Pol:tick account, That Liberty of Conſcience is the thi; 
woich alwayes prevails, which ſide ſoever it is of, It was this which 
got the better of the King in the Wars, pulled dovrn the Biihops, 
went along With the Parliament-Army, afterward pulled up the 
Parliament, and ſat down and reigned ivith Cromwet, p, 45. Us 
G this 


| 
| 


—_—  ———————————————————— kc 


( 50) 

this the thief cArt they have to recommend Liberty of Conſcience, 
the Kings affettions, to lay before Himp bow it murthered His Paths 
proſcribed Himſelf, and ſat down with the Uſurper on the Rod 
\"hrone? Sure thu is not intended, as that this was a likely way to ex. | 
dear it tothe King,that ut has done ſo much againſt Him : It t flrany 
that this ſhould be uſed as an Argument to thus King and Parliamgy, 
to eſtabliſh any thing becauſe ut was the thing which reigned with Con. 
well, and ſhall eternize that Mortal, ibid, [ cannot perſwade m | 


ſelf, that oxe, who only intended ro ſupplicate for Favour, would ton | 
have pleaded ſo unſuitable a Motve : 1 rather, therefore, confleu Þ 
4s aT acit Threat : Thu # that which Liberty of Conſcience ts able y 
do ; and if you will not grant it, you have felt its force once already, 
and you know not how [von you may feel it again, But of all the thing Þ 
which are here ſaid in the behalf of Liberty of Conſcience, I canyt 

ehuſe but ſmile, that it 18 here ſaid toreſtore the King, p. 46, Surt 
the Church of England may ſay without boaſting, That her Sons wen 
the trueſt, the moſt conſtant Subjeits the King had : You cannot naw 
any other Party in the Nation, chuſe where you will, but ſomething ng 
be Objefted, as totheir deviation from the ſirift Rules of Loyalty, « | 
»0ng the Nobility, Gentry, Citizens, Countrey-men ; if ther 
were any who were beyond therr Netghbours eminently Rojalliſts, thy | 
were likewiſe noted as emmently Prelatical ;, Theſe were the mennh 
made every other Government uneaſie, by diſſenting from, and uymnd 
occaſions oppoſing of ut : All ther Denominations ſet up, courted, ownti 
every uſurping Power, engaged, addreſſed, did what they conld to mitt | 
an Intereſt, while the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion alwayes held off, Thi 
were alwayes Praying, Pleading, Plotting for the King ; when «- 
cording to your own Confeſſion,the tender Conſciences were pliable enough 
to be bent any way; ard your Darling, Liberty of Conſcience, as ju | 
are not aſhamed to tell us, made no ſcruple of C onuſcierce, to lit down | 
and reign with Cromwel. But if in Cromwel's tsme, you wil 
one of thoſe who enjoyed the Liberty of your Conſcience, we art {urt 
that we could not enjoy the Liberty of ours : Was not Prelacy, wut 
as Popery, excepted inthe Iuflrument of Goverament, that Liber!) 
ſhould not extend to that Perſwaſion ? Was wot the reading Commut- 
Prayer a thing then prohibited ? and that under no leſs a Penalty thi 
Deprivation, and ſometimes Deportation for the third committing [ 

an offence ? An Epiſcopal Divine was then. forbidden to Preach, nt 

| [ 
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h as to keep 4 School, Let us remember the Major Generals, and 
"hew we foe 38 forget what kind of Liberty of Conſcience that was 
which ſate doin and reigned With Cromwel. Thu 1, I muſt needy 
ſay, a bold way of making a Propoſition to the King, to tell him of Etex- 
nizing of Cromuvel. | 


Do I ſay, becauſe the nature of man is apt to be whet- 
ted by reſtraint, therefore there ſhould never be any more 
Laws made ? No: yet the preſent effects that Reſtrarnt hath 
ar this time upon the ſpirits of men, is one good reaſon, 
among others, for relaxing ſome Laws that we have, In 
the next place, is my hope, that there is not ary ſuch evil in 
the Worſhip and Diſcipline of our Church as ſome good 
People are apt to doubt and tear, a ground for him to infer, 
that the ſober Non-conformiſts therefore put, and love to 
keep their people in thoſe fears, and are not fit to have the 
chargeof Souls? No: yet will I tell hima berter way to 
rid the People of their tears than to remove ſuch Miniſters, 
and that is, to remove thoſe things which are the matter of 
their doubrs, and the cauſes of their fears. Again, Whar 
is that I ſay ſhall eternize (romwel ? It was the raiſing up 
ſ\uch a Principle in baſe and mean Fellows, as was able to 
mate the Brayery and Spirit of the Gentry, Why does he 
not quote my words, or the ſenſ2, if he will ſay any thin g 
to me ? And whats there in all this truly for me to anſwer, 
but onely ſome {light overly abuſe > which may paſſe, to 
make him ſmile if he pleaſe, for pretty, about Cromwel, as 
well as that he had before, as prettily, in his animadyerſion 
about Julzan, Indeed I do take it kindly from hin, thar 
there is nothing very baſe or malicious againſt me as he 
g023 along, however he expreſles himſelt every where too 
engaged and bitter againſt thoſe who were of the other 
party inthe late times ; I do nor know but my ſelt may be 
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as little concerned for them perhaps as he, who have had 
more ill words from Presbyterian and Independant both, 
keretofore, for what I writ in thoſe dayes (who was till for 
ſome compoſition in my mind, and moderation in regard 
of the Epiſcopal party then,as I am now in regard of other) 
than he gives me upon the ſcore in hand. However cer. 
tainly,ſo far as the one party and the other upon conſcience | 
(even of the Covenant alone which they had ſworn) did | 
joyn in the Reſtauration of his Majeſty, there is a mu. 
tual reſpect and love due to one another, and it were more 
Chriſtian and convenient for him ( 1 conceive ) to joyn 
with me rather for a relaxation of many things impoſed, 
than for the putting the Laws in w2gorous execution ( as he 
ſpeaks) towards the procuring Unitormity in this Nation, 
Indeed there are-ſome expreſſions here beſides the muat- 
ter, as there are ſome too yer freſh on my mind betore, 
as, where he is perſwaded that the Common-Prayer repec- F 
ted by heart, would make a man be accounted of preat pits 
that could pray ſo ſweetly, and where he tells us from ſome 
body elſe, that there zs na ſuch dangerous way of libelling « 
that which ts called a good Gift of Prayer, . which (though! 
cannot methinks ſo well tell why, ſeeing Iam one who my 
ſelf the older Igrow do like the better of a ſer-form tor 
the Publick ) are diſreliſhing to my Spirit ; I pray God 
ſanCtifie my heart more, for ſuch paſlages as theſe do not 
taſte methinks as they ought, of a Soul thar hath been } 
touched with the Spirit of Grace. Neither do I approve 
altogether of ſo much vilifying our ejefted Brethren, 
which argues rather weakneflſe and vanity in his judgment, 
rhan any real diſparagement of them, when he tells us {0 
flatly, not only that if they had liberty the people would ſort 
grow weary of them, which in part, as to many ſuch as my 
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{-If, 1 believe true : but, he wonders, and that very much, 
what it is makes them at all flockt after 5 how ſuch flat and 
empty and wretched tuff ſhould ever have the luck to be eſtee- 
med Goſpel-Preaching. A very pleaſant (if it were not 
withal too, a lefle pious) expreflion of the Gentlemans mo- 


deſty, perſpicacity and ingenuity. 


Page 47. We meet with a Query very impertinent, I wonder how 
it WAS brought in — about the Biſhops Revenews — and 
about the Covenant, 


In this place for two or three Pages he mentions two of 
thoſe three things whereby I gu with thoſe who ſteered 
hitherto at the Helm, to this effe&; that they having failed 
in their Politicks in ſome thiags, it may be believed that 
their Advices were not good alſo in the matter of Con- 
formity and Religion. Thus is it, I bring theſe things in, 
that he may not pretend to wonder at that which is ex- 
prefly in the place ; and as for what he ſayes for their ju- 
ſtification, I ſhall forbear to mention it, or to reply to it ; 
only what I have ſaid, and what he hath faid, let thoſe 
conſider that will. | 


There are among the Non-conformiſts, ſober and godly men, 
which are to be compounded with; and there are zealous and gid- 
dy, Which are to be born with, &'c. But how are we ſure that it 
will not diſpleaſe the former, that we bear with the latter ? We do ve- 
ry well remember, that there was a time that themſelves would not have 
doxe it, and that they were very angry with thoſe who did do it, What 
Compoſition, or what Toleration will ſerve the turn, we know not : But 
if themſelves will once agree upon it, what it ts which will pleaſe them, 
each and all, they ſhall then know more of our minds concernis git. For 
the latter of theſe ſorts, it is propoſed, viz. The zcalows and giddy, 
That there may be a Liberty granted to theſe People, for Afſem- 

blins 
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bling according to their Conſciences ; (4 rare contrivance thu, 
there muſt be a publick liberty to giddy Zeal ! ) but their Mee 
places ſhould be open, (that others may turn piddy, by buhalj 
their giddineſs) that ſoif they ſpeak any thing againſt the $ 
there may bz ſome ready to bear witneſs of it : Alas, How wy 
it to couch Sedition in words very innocent of themſelves, fo that 
Law ſhall not be able to taks advantage over them ; and yet the Ay 
tors ſhall very well underſtand their meaning ! But if this be nit ( 
tion enough, we have one more, That no man be ſuffered to ſpe 
there, who is not forty years of age, atlealt thirty five, N 
theſe two Cantions he ſuppoſeth will render Conventicles very harml; 
And truly we liks them only thus far, as they have ſomethings 
Rule inthem ; for the leſſer liberty they have, the leſſer harm they i 
| do; the more a Conventicle ts bonnd up, the leſs it ts it ſelf, and ui 
quently, the leſs miſchievous: But we doubt, that this Cantimnl 
not be ſufficient ; becauſe, when men arrive to thoſe years, they map, 
haps Le more wary, but not at all the leſs dangerous, But why ma; 
ſome of thoſe, whom this Rule excludes, reply upon this Propifi 
That he who makes it, ts himſclf a borderer upon Antichriſt; 
that his feet fland upon the very brink of Babylon : He hathinh 
ſo plain a tang of an impeſing-ſpirit. Muſt the motions of the Syn 
\ exſpett, till he arrives at forty? Hath not a man « Corſcient, 
that a tender One, ill he 1s thirty five years old ? Muſt preciow git 
wait till we are of ſuch an age ? What 15 this but a contrivance of 
a plain iſſue of a carnal Spirit ? Liberty of Conſcience ought ro blii 
torts own liberty, or it cannot poſſibly be called by thar N:me, Dil 
the Scripture tie us up to ſuch a year ? And who ſhall dare to np 
what Chriſt hath left free ? What ever anſwer you would returita 
wild a Diſcourſe, think, upon and try, whether it would 0: juſufuti 
Magiſtrates proceeding altogether as well as your own ? you wil 
there 1s A neceſſity of A Kale, and then your great pretence fo th | 
private Conſcience, ſtating its own Libert), 1s utterly and unavudd) 


laid fide and gone. 


——_ 


That which 1 meet with here and otherwhere, 0s 
make me muſe at what it is this Gentleman would hav} 
while he proteſſes ſomwhere he knows not what we 


BE. | 
have, and tells us Re.” / That zf we will once apree 
upon it what it is will pleaſe us, each and all, we ſhall know 
more of thetr minds about it, Is this a trick in good carneſt |, 
only to turn this great matter oft ſo, that we mult ſtay rill 
all and each man is agreed 2 Or hath he Commiſſion tor 
* what he ſayes, from thoſe that can do ſomething in this 


Afﬀair > Why then, in this very place where he requires to 
know our minds, he ſees mine opealy diſplaid, There 
are two forts I ſay of thoſe who cannot conform, "The 
one are {uch as are of ſober Principles,and fit for Concord. 
The other are ſuch whoſe Principles are otherwiſe, yet 
their lives Innocent. - For the one of theſe I propoſe an 
Accomodation,and for the other Indulgence as the means 
for their reduction. Toleration is a large word that may 
take in both theſe, and accordingly mult be diſtinguiſhed 
inthe fignification ot our meaning, as we apply it to the 
mentioned perſons, Toleration in genere, hath my vote 
freely for All, But the Toleration 1 would have for the 
Fanaticks is one thing, and that I would have for the /ober 
Proteſ!ant is another, For the Sober, Godly, I require 
upon the ſcore of Conſcience, of Equity, of Religion, 
of the ſatety of the King, the Church, and Kingdom, a 
Compoſition 3 For the others I propoſe Indulgence, as 
the better way to reclaim them than the ſeverity of Laws 
or Perſecution, 1 do not onely propoſe the thing, but I 
otter alſo the means for the Accompliſhment ; I do tell him 
what Compoſition and what Toleration will ſexve the turn 
wiich he ſfayes, they would kn1w. For the former, the 
Accomodation I propoſe,it conſiſts in ſuch an allowed Lati- 
tude to the Sober Godly, as to their Opinion and Practice, 
as the Declaration of his Majeſty for the compoſure ofthe 
Biſhops with their Brethren at his return did conceive rea- 


ſonable 
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fonable between boch. Here may this Gentleman ty 
what I prapoſe, or what I have propoſed for our Unig 


. Or what the Compoſition is will ſerve my turn, if he is plex 


with it. Here is athing I offer, and the means to ef 
the ſame, That. Declaration paſſed into an Act, Ihy 
faid, Will do our bufineſs. Whois there for one,can 

any thing fuller > Who can propoſe any thing better > Th 
is Goltahs Sword behind the Ephod, there is none like;| 
give us that, For the latter, the /ndulgence I propoſe, i 
a freedom from Perſecution,and alſo re(traint 1n referencf 
meerly to Conſcience,only a due proviſion of ſecurityh, 


wg allowed to the Intereſt of State and Government ot! 


Land, 1n particular I;do propoſe the Fanaticks ſhol 
have Liberty of their Afſemblings, provided that caek 
taken of theſe two things. That they will let nonebyf 
grave perſons of ſtaid years be their Teachers, andth 
their Meeting-places be open 3 to the end, to wit, the? 
they may not Preach Sedition, and it they do, they nf 
be lyable to accuſation, and to ſuffer as evil-doers fort} 
ſame, Unto this I ſuppoſe generally their Churches vl 
conſent it it be offered by the State, at lea(t as to the map 
part of every Congregation, And as for this Gentlena} 
roo here, he is pretty fair, and tells us, that, Truly twf 
like theſe two propoſed Cautions thus far, as they have} 
thing of a Rule in them 5 but this he argues then will jul 
fie the Magiſtrates proceeding farther alſo then thus, 
laying ſtricter Rules, Laws.or Penalties upon themzonts| 
ſame account, 1 anſwer, Suppoſe it will juſtifie the 
giſtrates proceeding farther then thus, and ſetting wi 
Rules or Bounds elſe he ſhall ſee fir upon this ſaid ſcor, 
wit, as neceſſary for the Intereſt of State : yer is theW 


ſtion remaining whether the ſetting any other Rules 
(1 
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theſe or the like mild things unto theſe men (as the temper 
of our Nation at preſent is) be tor the Intereſt of che State, 
or Church indeed at this time, yeaorno ? There are none , 
of theſe Laws I hope are, or are to be made, but for re- 
ducing of theſe men again to Unity and Uniftormity : But 
the way we have tried hitherto by rigor, we are ſure hath 
been unſuccesful to this end, and therefore mult we do 
and undo, and do nothing, or find out ſome other, 

That the Intereſt of England lies in the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, as that of Spain in Popery, is ſaid by the Duke of 
Kohan, and received by us. The Proteſtant Religion then 
35 to be the Religion of the King and Stare. That which 
is the State-Religion ought to be of that Comprehenſion, 
as to take in the greateſt part and ftrength of the Nation 5 
It is not therefore for the State to ſuffer that Uniformity in 
the Religion which it profeſſes,to be ſo narrowed up as that 
the Non-contormitt thall out-ballance thoſe that do con- 
form, There mutt be conſequently ſuch an Unitormity 
contrived, as ſhall t2ke i: ſo rraany under it, as will ſecure 
ic againſt the Papiſt anc 5ectary, or elſe it ſtands v DON a 
Foundation that wil not Lear ic, The doing his I call an 
Accomodation,and 71:2 iungs Declaration I account being 
made a Law w;:l ettec! it, Letus 1ppoſe thei all that can 
yceld to that Declaration to be of the State-Religion, and 
Conformiſts, who there:ipon are capable of all the encou- 
ragements which the States beſltows, without difference as 
to the Kings and Staies common favour,though they differ 
in ſome little Opinions and Practice, as all men in the 
world doin other things, and trouble not one another for 
it. Thoſe that cannot come up to that Accomodation, 
muſt expect no countenance, prefterment, or enjoyment 
of publick emolument ; but they ſhall enjoy ricir Conſci- 
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bleſs God that hath giventhem reſt, and if you catchthen, 


red Toleration, which ſhall conſiſt of a Compoſition 
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ences without perſecution, and that we are to ſuppoſe wil 


ſo abundantly ſuffice thoſe that are ſincere, as they yi 


upon rebelling for any thing more, they ſhall give you 
leave to hang them up : Thoſe that are not ſincere, yi 
not abide by it to their diſadvantage, but fee their motig 
trom without, Lo here that Toleration ſtated on bod 
parts, which I would offer for the beginning of our Pexe 
A Toleration not ſtated without an Accomodation yi 
the ſober, as well as Indulgence to the SeCtary, will 


us perhaps more to pieces, and do nothing elfe : Buta 


on the tearms of the Kings Declaration, as well as Indy 
gence, will recover us (through Gods Grace, toa 


nable good condition at preſent, and by little and littlew| 
to ſoundneſs and ftrength in its due time, This opini 


do I tender to the Wiſdom of a Parliament either to ſtretd) 
or pare away from it, as greater conſultation ſhall ſeebel, 
But if any would have me to ſpeak more, we muft cont 
then to conſider what there is in the Kings Declaration, 
that both fides will ſtand upon, As for Biſhops,thet 
Dignity and Revenues, Cathedrals and Organs, andtie 
Magnificent Service of God there, it need ſcandalizew 
body, ſeeing if they like it not they may let it alone andy 
ro other Churches, and have their liberty there by that 
claration, I muſt confeſs, if 1 had influence upon tit 
Biſhops, I would adviſe them to two things of their of 
accord, thar thoſe who ſhould be thus accommodatedw 
themy might the more heartily become one with chem, ad 
the others be brought in, The one is, I would have then 
be at the pains (though they took time enough to doit)0 
have a Common-Prayer framed throughout altogaiay 
 ocrp 
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Scripture-expreffion , that no mortal wight ſhould ever 
pinch at it : and I would haye the Croſs in Baptiſme reſol- 
ved to be laid quite aſide, without any more trouble, My «+ 
reaſon for the one is open, that every ove might beconvin- 
ced and aſhamed that would not come to it: And for the 
other I ſhould alleadge thus much only, that the ſame rea- 
ſon there was forthe Church to relinquiſh other, Ceremo- 


nies, it hath alſo to relinquiſhthis, he {eremoni, in uſe 
amongſt us (fayes Mr, Hooker) are retained m no other neſpect 
ſaving only for that to retain them 1,to our ſeeming, good and 
profitable, We are content with thoſe onely (fayes'\the 
Common-Prayer Book) as be apt to ſtzr up the dull mind of 
man to remembrance of bis duty by ſome editying fignificati- 
on. Now the Croſs being a Ceremony applyed to Chil- 
dren, who are uncapable of any thing Conifed thereby to 
ſtir up their minds to their Duty, and ſo it being maniteſt- 
pl retained without their profit to whom it concerns, we 
ee this reaſon appearing tor its relinquiſhment, But this 
ſame reaſon is otherwiſe to be enforced : To wit, that by 
the ſame reaſon as we retain the Croſs in Baptiſme, we may 
retain the moſt of the other Ceremonies in Popery that are 
relinquiſhed, As we ule a Croſs to {ignifie that the Child 
muſt fight manfully under Chriſts Banner, we may uſe the 
Chriſme wherein that Croſs was made, which ſignifies the 
Chriſtian Anointing to thar Combat 3; and we may ſay on 
forward. There is nothing can be. replyed hereunto in 
earneſt, but itis true, if the Church pleaſed toenjoyn ir, 
ſo we might, Conſequently I urge by the ſame reaſon,as 
me Church hath left the Chriſme in Baptiſme, it may leave 
now the Crofs alſo, that is only if it pleaſe fo ro da. And 
tha it ſhould do ſo, there is cauſe enough, if there were 
uothing elſe but this onely ; that as for all other Ceremo- 
H 2 nies 
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' the Ordinance unto which it is appended, or any wayej 


( 60:) 
nies enjoyned we can plead that they are but Circumſy 
ces of Worſhip wherein the Church hath proper Authgr 
. ty.to appoint what is decent and orderly, and whatf, 


bath appointed therein as in her Sphere it muſt be obeyeg, 
But as tor any ſolemn Rite which is no Circumſtances 


genere neceſſary thereunto, it this alſo be enjoyned, wt 
{hall have no bottom ar banks ſet to the appointment 

Ccremonies, how far this Sea ſhould goe, and no farh# 
then ſo, Not that I my felt do quarrel at this,or any, 

the Ceremonies beſides (which are: not voluntary, hr 
appointed), as moſt do, meenly tor their being fon:ficatn 
in the ſtated account of them, when if they were noti 
deed ſo, the Compilers of the Common-Prayer wail 
have accounted them ( 1 perceive) unprofitable, alf 
relinquiſhed them, Ir is .;one thing therefore (1 
count) to make a Rite to be Exh:btrve of Grace, anda 
ther to make it Szgnificative of Duty, A Sacrament I knor 
in the Catechiſme after Anſtine, is defined an outward aff 
viſible Sign, of an inward and inviſible Grace, and ſomed 
our Rites you may ſay are made to be:ſuch. Butthii| 
not all the Definition, we muſt not cut off there, A $} 
crament is an outward S$:gn of inviſible Grace (ſuch a it 

miſſion of ſins) gruen to,us, &c, Note that, Now if 
any Rite of the Church be made a Sign of inviſible Graz 
given, Or to be given to us upon the uſe thereof, 1 ſhallk 

a good reaſon of my difſent from her Liturgy tillthatie} 
removed, For let me offer alittle light here, Toſaytif} 


| Church in ſuch and ſuch Rires makes a kind of new Sactth 


ments z take the word Sacrament in a common cas 
mong the Antients, and this is nothing if you underlia 
not where the evil of ſo doing would lie, And where 
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( 61 
that > Why a Sacrament being ; zgn of Grace given to us 
(that is of the Grace of Gods part which he gives) there- 
by, there is none can be the Ordainer of {.ch a thing bug 
God onely, becauſe it is he alone that can promzſe that 
Grace, and grve the ſame by it. It any mortal then ſhoul. 
bringin ſuch a Rite into the Church, and make it an ex/- 
bitive Sign, that is a Sign of the Grace of God grven by 
the ſame, it were a moſt ſtrange preſumption in impoſing 
upon the Almighty, manifeſtly, as if he ſhould be tyed to 
exhibit his Grace according tothe will of man,-or upon an 
Inſtitution of his, the evil and hortor whereot mult ap- 
pear in the mention of it, But to make any circumſtance 
of Worſhip, any piece of Deczncy, Ceremony or Rite: 
to be ſignificative only in putting us in mind of that Grace 
which is our Duty (not as what on Gods part is given here- 
by, but what is) incumbent on us to exerciſe and ſtir up 
our ſelves unto at all times, whether we uſe that Rite or 
no, and whereof it is good to be {till put in mind, Iap- 
prehend not my ſelf the harm therein, at leaſt not ſuch as 
thatthis fignification ſhould make ſuch Rites to be Sacra- 
ments, any more then the Frimges were made ſo on the 
Jews Garments, for keeping them in mind of Gods Com- 
mandments, I ſhall not, L hope, be looked upon to-write 
this for the hindring any condeſcention of our Superiors 
in ſuch things as are indifferent,nor that I am ignorant how 
much eaſter it were to bring down Uniformity to the con- 
dition of our People, then to bring up our People to U- 
nitormity. But in regard there is nothing readily to be 
ottered (at leaſt by any ſingle perſon) that is comparable 
to that Declaration of his Majeſty for an Agreement and 
Peace : If the Conformiſts will meet their Brethren fo far, 


K is-fit (I account) that the Non-conformiſt who comes in, 
ſhould 
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ſhould be ready, not only to declare the ſatisfaction of his 
Conſcience upon thoſe tearms, but alſo to vindicate ſuch 
a Uniformity to his utmoſt tor the reduction of all and exe. 


ry one, it it were poſſible, as are gone farther than reaſon iu 
their oppolitions. 


__ 
ns. Ld. Ald —— tian _ 


But p.61. He readily foreſees, that a much greater Latitude tha 
himſelf intends, will be apt to get in at this wide door of Libetty 
Conſcience; and therefore he takes care to ſhut it againlit the Papilt, 
T here 1s nothing more Plain, than that if theſe” Arguments of his ar 
valid, they conclude ſor the Papiſis aud the Turk, too, If any one o 
them be a-man of Conſcience, and that in his Religion he aft aca. 
ding tour, But the Parliament will provide well enough in that 
matter, p,62, No doubt they will, but we are ſure that they canm.. 
Poſſibly do it but by doing that which this whole Book js deſigned agaul, | 
viz. In rmpoſing Penalties 1n matters of Religion, and _— 


thoſe Penalties too, although thoſe whom they exatt them of, ſ 
happen to be really Conſcientions, 


—_— 


This Objection in reference to the Papiſts I have my {elf 
prevented, and what doth he accumulate 2 Why nothing, 
only he flands upon it, that my Arguments do conclude 
for the Papiſts, and all that are men of Conſcience in their 
Religion, and act according to it; and that the Parliz- 
ment (as I ſay) will provide well enough in that matter, 
but it muſt be, by impoſing and exacting penalties on ſuch, 
Unto this, although I apprehend it a great miitake, t0 
think thoſe Arguments deficient to their proper purpoſe, 
which prove more than their purpoſe, believing ratherthal 
ſuch Arguments are to be accounted much more valid {or 
the /eſs, which will hold for that which is greater 3 and that 
other Reaſons may ſometimes be counterpoiſed about the 
greater, which cannot be brought as to the leſs : yet dol 


chuſe here to reply more fully and punctually as follonc 
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We arc to know that there 0) two parts even now of that 
Toleration I propoſe, the one confifting of a C ompoſition 
with thoſe whoſe Principles are fit and capable for Con- 
cord, and the other of Forbearance towards others, The 
Papiſts,no doubr,and all the Conſciencious in my account, 
are in the ſame predicament with the Setary, whom I de- 
fire not to be perſecuted for the ſake of Religion, onely 
the Intereſt of State and Church ſecured, Iris true, we 
have Laws very ſeyere againſt the Jeſuite and Seminary 
Priefts ; but this I ſuppoſe to be upon the ground of the 
States Intereſt being Proteſtant, The Supremacy of the 
Pope, and Authority of the Kiog are inconfiſtent in this 
Land, The Prieſt and Jeſuite are taken by the Law for 
Factors of the Pope 3 and an undermining the Supream. 
Authority in all States is a Capital Crime. But as for the 
common Papilt who lives innocently in his Religion, he 
is to me as other Schiſmaticks or Separatiſts from the 
Church, and ſo comes under the like Toleration, That 
is, heis not to expect to have Power or Truſt, being not 
of the Religion of the State, but he ſhall have the enjoy - 
ment of his Conſcience without wrong ; and if it be onl 
Liberty of Conſcience that he ſeeks, that I hope will be 
ſufficient to him, ſeeing he can in reaſon defire no more, 
It hath been therc:iore a piece of the greateſt prudence in 
our Gracious Sovereign at preſent to take away all offices. 
fiom thoſe who are of this profeſſion ; notonely becauſe 
hereby his Peoples tears are ſecured, but beca.ſe they 
themſelves ace hereby fitted for that Toleration which is 
proper to them in our State, that is to haveliberty from- 
Oppreftion, but no countenance from the King or State, 
which is pec liar to Accommodation. There is-prevailin g 
Popery, or Popery ſubjugate. Of the one Lam afraid at 
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my; heart, (The State muſt $51 to that, that is againſtthe 
iatereſt of State): I am gentle towards the other, 


.” Page 66. We meet with. ſome Propoſals to alter divers of our Cal 
Laws, As Enfranchiſements of Servile Tenures, enjoyning eye 
one to buy his own Tythe,and the money laid out in Glebe , A Re. 
oifter of Eſtates, Tendeineſs toward Coniciences, Theſe are 
Projctts, and if the Author thinks it worth his while, he may deal ni 
thoſe who are moſt concerned in hu deſigned alterations ; But the frfti| 
them makes us doubt, that the ma; may be enclined to be a Levella; 
and ſo we leave him to the mercy of the Landlords, But theſe Im 
trons do delight our eAnthor fo very much, That he thinks thatthhÞ 
alone are ſecurity enough for the. Everlaſting Peace of the Nation ; a 
they are enlarged #up2n as if the man really thought that there were ſam. F 
thing in them: For, when things are bro ght about, as he hath conn 
ved, then there muſt needs for ever af;er,ve amongst us a calms and a ml}; 
ſetled Peace: For ſaith he, Where theres are no hopes from [nay 
vation, no body will go about to make ir; But when a People har 
all that can be had, &c. then there will bz no hopes from an Inv-F 
vation; Ergo, When theſe things are taken into confideration,tia 
(hall our Government of Monarchy in this Land, (leaving the ptt 
ſon3 of our ſucceſſive Sovereignsunto Providence and their Chw-| 
ces) be out of danger for future Generations, What 1s here mus | 
by (leaving the Perſons of our Succeſſive S OVerergns unto Provide} 
and their Chances) 1 wiſh our Author had further explained bimſel:| 
But as for his contrivance to ſettle things at that paſs, that no bod) 
have hopes from, nor deſire to, an Innovation: I dare ſay that 
Gentleman 1s no Stateſman, in that he ſuppoſeth ſuch a thing ſom| 
as poſſible ; this thing us oxly then tobe hoped for, when there will tu} 
Amvitious, no Revengeful, no Diſcontented, no Poor, no Miſtaken ws 
in the Nation. There will be alwayes thoſe who wiſh for a Change, 
cauſe that there will be alwayes thoſe, whoſe preſent condition 13 wt | 
rogether ſo ſplendid as they could wiſhit tobe : In the moſt happy Tim 
ſome will really be, more will fancy themſelves to be, unhappy, 
Author ſons pages backwards, tells ws, That if he is miſtaken inthe 
gument he there proſecutes, he will (hut up his Table-book, and mak 
no more Obſervations from Experience. Truly 1 ſhall even gi 
him leave to do ſo, ſeeing that he hath learnt no more fromit, thas 
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believe that Innovators are 1” 6 Ll they profeſs that they tak, 
ap Arms only for the common good. | 

The title, ſubject and end of my Book, being a Propo- , 
fal for the happineſs of the Nation, there are three things 
beſides that I mainly treat upon, which have layen many 
years ( for the things themſelves, thou gh not for the num- 
ber) as highly copducing in my opinion, to the more per- 
fe good of the Land ; which theretore notwithſtanding 
I apprehend, how grating ſoever they may be unto ſome 
complexions, and how hard it will beto find a man of 10 
generous an Engliſh ſelt-denying heart as to yenture upon 
them, 1 do ſer down as it were on the file to poſterity, it 
the preſent Age ſhall think them fitto be | a ed. Theſe 
my Antagoniſt hath miſrepreſented, blending the firſt and 
ſecond of them together, and cutting off where he oppo- 
ſes, turning my general into particulars, which requires 
therefore a.repeticion ; and I ſhall accordingly give you 
the paſlage, as it is more intire in my Book 1n the ſecond 
Edition , together with the mentioned inſtanced things 
more at large in the way, as alſo his Anſwer and my Reply 
to the ſame, © It hath been I ſee the policy of late tran(- 
*«aCtions, to,endeavour to root out thoſe Principles trom 
©mens minds whereby they have maintained the lawful- 
© neſs of former Sedition and Rebellion, and hereupon 
« hath the renunciation of the Covenant been ſo preſſed 
« in-our Oaths and Subſcriptions : Bur if the Policy of 
« thoſe firſt Wheels that move others, had been rather to 
« root Out the {av/es from us, wich make men willing 
* to entertain ſuch Principles, I do humbly ſuppoſe that 
'« Policy to have been the deeper. The way to eftabliſh 
** the King's Throne. in the Hearts of his People, and to 
*doit forever, is this; to make it appear that all that 
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5 Good(to wit, ſubſtantial Goo#) which they ever exyegs 


<< (or can expe) from a Change of the Government, y, 


_ , «Common-wealth; may'ibe had 'from* Him {or tn, 


« Prince”) in the Acts of 'his Parliament, Whatſoew 
« things then have lain upon the hearts of the Comma 
«to make them endeavour our Changes of late, in hy 

« thereof, and do ſecretly yet liethere to make them ill 
« for the like, upon the conceit that they may poſfibly has 
©: ſuch chings thereby, as the preſent Intereſt of thoſety 
<« ſhould yeeld to them in the ſtanding ſtate, render] 
< unlikely, as near to a not-feazable without he ſane: 
** Theſe are things, Itake it,to be ſought out by oar fax} 
<«Minifters' of State; as matter or work for Parlia 

« conſultation. There are certain things of this lam) 
«(as to methey ſeem) I will leave upon record ; at whit} 
«« as I know thatmany are apteſt to except, (But why?a! 
« y becauſe: they ars too great; tov publickly good, w; 
« difficult for the attempt : }' my own conſcience hath} 
«« moſt deliberate content. 1 have reduced themtothek 
« An:Enfranchiſment of Servitke Fenures, as the Kinghu 
« dealt with Wardſhips. ' A:Commutation of Tyrhes({p 
<<poſe by a Law enjoyning every man to buy outhison 
« and the money to be laid out in Glebe). -A Regiſter 
« Eftates, - A Tenderneſs towards mens Conſcience i 
*© matters of 'Religion. -The firſt of theſe I underfſtul 
chiefly of Copy-hold Lands of Inhetirance ; which kid 


were aſſociate, and it was not alittle Spiric I am perſyad 
the Cauſe received from ſuch hopes (I mean that (i 
Hold ſhould be made free } in thoſe parts, To pre 
the like, why ſhould not the Gentry be willing to bra, 
#he Yoke to the Commons, as they were to have it dove 
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them by the King in Heir. Cori Lands? Which motion 
though, 15 nor once to be thought to paſs, butupon a righ- 
teous yet merciful conſideration, to be ſet by a Statute. 
The next of theſe , the bufineſs of Tythes (which this 
Author, as a concerned man perhaps, ſeems not willing 
roname) isa matter of that conſequence, as'not only the 
Husband-man hereby, who complains ſo grievouſly, and 
is diſcouraged in his Tillage and Improvements, ſhall be 
eaſed : | The Miniſter, - whoſe! life is niade bitter to-him 
through his contentions with his Pariſh” (if he lives there, 
and hath a care and love of his Flock) about this ſortof 
maintenance, be relieved: And the Goſpel it ſelf, in the 
Power or Effe& of it (which calls ſo loud therefore for the 
thing to'be-confidered) be promored ; But this great bu- 
neſs of Toleration (whoſe-Cauſe I am pleading) will be 
fourd notto be able well to ſubſfift without the ſame. For 
let us but trace the footſteps of Separation to its original, 
and we ſhall ordinarily find this to be the beginning. of ir. 
The people are angry about their Dues, ſo take offence 
at the Miniſter ; then they gre but Fzyelings, and away 
they go to the Fanaticks; aud when they come thither, 
and proceed fo farto make it matter of Conſcience to pay 
no Tythes, Who is not ſenſible of the ſad iflue throughout 
the Land ? Thethird of theſe, as I apprehend, hath in ic 
that conveniency, both in regar>$bf mens peaceable poſ- 
ſeffion of theit Titles, -and alſo a better ſtated way of con- 
tribution and ſupplies to his Majelty for the neceſſities of 
the Common-Wealth, that there needs nothin g more than 
a little conſideration and. integrity to the doing their 
Countrey good, with the pains of ſettlement, to carry on 
ſuch a thing without obſtacle through the Votes of molt 
perſons, Thelaft of then is that thing which is the main 
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ſubje& of the whole Book, aad: theſe Papers. «Thy 
«© man of publick Spirit (I go on) who could wiſely mo. 
*< tion theſe four things, and be able upon righteous cop, 
« fiderations,to carry them, if it were but to get ſomerkig 
*towards, as the aboliſhing of Herriots in the firſt,” and 
* ſome moderate Explanation of former Acts: in the laf, 
* ſhall be yalued by me in all true honour, for a Herogf 
« his Countrey, or one who is ſeeking the more excellen 
* eftabliſhment-and durable good of his Nation, | Itiog 
unknown.that the expeQation of ſome regylation of the 
Law, I mean not the Nomothetical part -(or that which 
concerns the Juſtice) which is ſo wholeſome for che Land 
but.the Eriftical part. ( which concerns the Lawyer), i 
Suirs and Actions (whereby the very Eftates of- many har 


become their burthen and undoing), and more parti 


that ſome order would be taken about Tythes, (at leat 
thoſe that are propriate) and the like things, as wellaiþ 
liberty in Religion (unto which a prehemineiice ot ja 
reſt yet muſt be attributed in our Nation)were the Engine 
that raiſed the Spirits of our. People ſo high as they were, 
into late Commotions 3 and of what concernment thena 
due conſideration of what may be. done in ſuch matter, | 
would be to the fixing of a laſting quietneſs againſt futur | 
occalion, I need not tell any Body. It was Crommel:@ | 
oaging againſt Tythes mSre particularly ,as I have learned, | 


 gothim pp into his greateſt truſt with his Party, who wit! 


he came into Power, andthe Law and Tythes continuel 
unaltered, fell again from him, called him Apoſtate, ad 
did as ſcrioufly ſeek and pray for his deftruQtion, © Whet | 
« there are no hopes from Inovation, no body will go* 
« bout to make it. But when a People have all can be had 
« all chat can come to a ſerilemenc with Judgement - 
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(69) 
«« Righteouſtieſs bythe hom Government already ,then 


«« will there be no hopes from arte mmmate., 540: thoſe 
«things are take into conſideration by the Parliamant (or, 
« Parliaments)-ahd after mature debate and. conſulcation, 
« cometo be.concludetiupon ingenuouſlyrand fincerely, 
« wiſely and righteoufly, which have been on the hearts ; 
« and in the defign of the more publick-ſpirited -in theſe | 
<< |ate times rdely and w:ldly ; then ſhall our:Government | 
« of Monarchy in this: Land ( leaving the perſons. of. our 
« ſucceffive Sovereigns unto Providence and their chances) 
<« be out of danger tor future Generations,. . Thatwhich 
my Antagoniſt here anſwers is this, That 1 am no Stateſman, 
and ſo.long as there u the Ambitious and Revengeful, and the 
like, there will be the deſire of a Change, - But really this is 
prejudice, and theſe are exceptions only of an once-think- 
ing man, who conſiders not the things he contemns. That 
which he objects againſt me is prevented in the fence and 
comportof that Parenthefis, which he tells us, as he goes 
along, he does not underſtand, and yer doth proceed on 
to be my Cenfour, Who dath not Know that the indivi- 
dual perſons of all Governours muſt be hable to.the com- 
mon paſſions, animoſtties, injuries, iniquity, calamity, and 
accidents ofqmankind > But as for the Government it ſelf 
of Monarchy now eſtabliſhed in oppoſition to a Common- 
wealth, or a New Change that ſhall be ſecured I count by 
theſe things. Again, There is no doubt but particular 
men will haye their ſeveral wayes. of vent for their malice 
and lufts : But what is this tothe Publick Spirit, which is 
that alone that over-rules and overturns the ſtate of Narti- 
ons. The queſtion is then, What is the way to fecure this 
Univerſal National Spirit? In the ſecurity of thar, lies the 
Intereſt of Government, As for what he ſuggeſis more- 
; OVer 
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over ('as ſo much wondrouſly wiſe, he thinks, above we 
that Inoyators doin earneſt intendtheir own ends; whe 


_rhey profeſs for the common-/good. I reply alſo, Tha 


ſuppoling this:ro be true, fo far as irwill hold, thatisgy | 
a tew concerned: men, who would have perhaps the 8, 

ſhops Lands again, and: what they. have loſt: Yet hy} 
Toleration., accompanied with the like publick 
things as theſe,'-d;/arm thoſe filent Grandees of thetat 
Factions who, when they! have nothing left thei to 
for the ſtirring up the Commons to difcontent, the Wez 
pon is. taken aur of their hands, and they. incapacitael 
tor doing longer hust : For, as for their own concerns and 
lofſes,: they may / grumble co'themſelves, but the'People 
cannot poſlibly therein be concerned at all with them And 
thus have I (Ithank God) diſcharged my Political Con 
ſcience, when as forthe contempt of this Gentleman, 1 
value it no otherwiſe,” than of a man'in other things, tha! 
knows not the worth of what he contemns. | . And wa 
indeed can be expeedeelſe of the un-publick ſpirited, 
that ſayours of that onely which is formal and cuſtomary! 
And. therefore. is the Puritan, it may be, ſo peculiar 
hatefultothis Perſon, becauſerhere is a greatneſs in ſuch | 
in point of Religren, as there is in theſe things in point 
Political good, If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wife forth | 


' Theſe Propoſals being over, There is a long pitiful Addrefs th 
ſum of all that which it is founded wpon, being p,72. Do you kno 
that many of theſe things are really agaivt mens Copſciencss! 
and would you indeed have any ſuch.to dothem,though they baſs! 
If theſe things are really, aud in good earneſt againſt their Conſcienth 

we are ſorry forit, and do not know how to help it, but themſelutsls \, 
or when they pleaſe may do ſo: In the mean time, why" ſhould pl 
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ng thoſe Preachers mhich infuſe ſuch 
needleſs jealouſirs unto the peoples beads, which bimſelf confeſſeth ( as 
we bave often obſerved) that there is no real canſe for ? Himſelf 
confeſſeth that they are not more panick, than "empty terrors ; hereſem- 
bleth them ro the fear of Faties, ad ſappoſeth that there is nothing 
in them, | But "which now-think'we ſhould give place?.' The publick. 
Law, of the private Conſcrence ? gry « in our Caſe, where the Apo- 
logiſi owns the Law as to the matter, to be » the right, axd verily be- 
lieves that the Conſcience as tathe ſcraple 15 tn the wrong. But what 
15 now to be done as the caſe ſtands ? The command 1s onely to a lawful 
thing as it hath been ofien granted, but it is believed to be unlawful: I 
be grand fundansental doubt ,out of the words 
of one of the chief Ring-leaders of that Party, (and for bis. fake, 1 
hope they meet with a' fair Reception) Mr: Baxter 3n bis Diſpmat- 
ons abaue Church: Government, Chap, 15. p43. If we do through 
weakneſs or perverineſs, take lawful things to be unlawful, that will 
not excuſe us in our diſobedience, our error is our fin, and one fin 
will not excuſe another fin; & paulo poſt, Ir is their own erring 
judgment. that entangleth them in a neceſfity of finning till it be 
changed ; 'with much more tothe ſame' purpoſe, in that whole Chap- 
ter througbout, © ©! i1poy. img one tre ah PS 


He comes here to my laſt Argument which is from Con- 
ſcience,the ſum whereof he ſayes is this 3 That the things im- 
poſed are againſt mens Conſciences, It is true, and our;Ru- 
lers conſequently ſhould be render, left they. be the occa- 
hon to-many to do that which-to them is unlawful, and ſo 
they ſhall wound their Conſciences ; and if chey fin againſt 
their Brethren, and wound their Conſciences, they fin a- 
gainft Chriſt. Wo tothe World becauſe of Offences. Whoſe 
foal offend one of theſe little ones that belitue in me, it were 
better for him that a Milſtone were hanged about his neck, and 
that be were drawn'd_ in the batter of the Sea. What can. 
this man now ſay hereunto? /bv;. where: is that mortal can, 
ay any thivg in the-earth more.convincing and unanfwer- 
able, 


py 


72. 4 
able, to a'Chriftian edt ide they ſhould withdey 
theſt'Atts than this, to wit, in that ſenſe, as-it is urged 
wy Book > Idonot think it eafie for another, andI a 
{ure I am not able my felt tro ſpeak more to the purpoſ, 
and to the life, upon this Argument,the direful experieng 
whereof hath ſer the force of it ſo deep upon my hear 
And is this-indeed all the regard that this man gives toi 
Thar it is @ long pietiful Adareſs according to him,” and þ 
he paſſes it, So we ſhall hear many a careleſs hardeng 
 Geutleman come out of the Church, It was along pitti 
| Sermon, God haye mercy upon ſuch mevs ſouls, . Itisip 
deed an Addreſs that is pzttiful in a good ſenſe, thath, 
which ſhould move thoſe to whom 1 apply /it unto pity; 
and I atn forry that this perſon, who in likelihood isaMs 
niſter, and either hath, or bath had,or may have the chaye 
_ of mens Souls, could read fo many lines ( eſpecially it they 

were indeed /ong) and-have-no more bowels towards 
Brethren, I am ſorry, and I can but be ſorry, for I pe 
ceive whatſoever comes experimentally from the Could 
ence, theſe formal ſort of learned men, as well as the pro 
fane, have no feeling of it; and1etir be never ſo honeltin 
ir{elf, and movingto others, ir does but raiſe their-indg 
nation,” Bur- yet ſhall that lirtle here he hath quoted bex: 
companied with this Teſtimony, 'That it hath made font 
impreſſions upoa the man, whea there is ſo little fign fron 
any thing elſe : If theſe things are really and in good rardf 
againſt their (onſciencer ({aith he) we are ſorry fur it, ani 
not know howto help it. Lo here, and what ſay 1? Yes& 
rainly they cannot but believe many things are agaiil 
mens Conſciences, and they do know how to help'it;% 
by removing of thoſe Laws that enjoyn them, and comm 
ro Accommodation.-- Astor the compariſons I haveW 
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in reference to the dreadtull apprehenfions which many 


good men have of the Hierarchy and their Impoſitions, I | 


wiſh they were not too much in earneſt, and too teeling,s 
yet I hope in God things are not ſo as ſuch pious men do 
conceit them 3. { know not, I have ſaid, God knows, Iam 
tender therefore what 1 ſay therein : But as tor what he 
urges by way of Auſwer, that zhe publick Law muſt not give 
way to private mens Conſctences, and then brings Mr. Baxter | 
(whom I readily acknowledge for a moſt worthy perſon) to 
decide the buſineſs, this Gentleman underſtands not what 
he ſayes, or at leaft what he ſhould ſay here, upon this Ar- 
ament of mine from Scandal, which I offer to our Rulers 
7 relaxation of thoſe Laws which have,and do ſcandalize 
ſo many, We muſt diſtinguiſh therefore of things lawfull, 
and unlawful ; and of the Impoſition of the Laws, and our 
Submiflion. When things are unlawful we know that the 
are not to be obeyed though-they be impoſed, and the 
Apologiſt does not orn all our Laws to be right in the matter, 
as this man ſpeaks here and other-where without truth 


' Nay, he queſtions whether any of the three things required 


in the Act of Uniformity be right in the matter or no, and 
then that which Mr. Baxter is brought tor, does no ſervice. 
But the fallacy which this Gentleman ſees not, and there- 
fore does neither underſtand Mr, Baxter nor himſelf, is a 
tranſition 4 genere ad genus, The Argument, as I urge it, 


 inregard of the [mpoſer, who as he impoſed the Law, 


can recall it, and muſt do it for the ſake of mens Conſci- 

ences, Or he muſt anſwer to God for it : and notin regard 

of the Submitter, who if the thing be lawf il, I cc:;tefle is 

bound to obedience, and his weaknefle or perverſneſle,as 

Mr, Baxter ſaith, will not excuſe his diſobedience. As for 

the Szbm:tter, I fay I acknowledge it, if athing be lawful 
| K | 


111 


[ 74] 


yet evil in a mans Conſcience, it is truer, 


in it ſelf, and 
Baxter ſayes here, It will not excuſe a man from fin : 


Fer he will not ſay, A man muſt not dothat thing while! 
his Conſcience is in an error, but he is bound firſt to ly 


down his error, and then upon ſatisfaction do his Duy 


But as for the [xp;/er, Mr. Baxter, Iam aſſured, will a 
with me as to the force of my Argument, that the con 

ration of the grieyous ſcandal which is offered to fo 
tender Conſciences as there is by theſe late Ads, is anuy 
anſwerable Reaſon why they oughtnot at firſt to have ben 
impoſed, and now why they ſhould berelaxed, upontie 
diſcovery of the evil which many perhaps before unde 
ſtood not, It is not that many people are 4i/pleaſed, a 
angry only or grieved, or in regard ſo much of thoſetl 
 ſandout, wherein the force of this does lie, as if beca 
of thata publick Law ſhould be repealed, or not paſſe: 
but it is in regard of thoſe rather that come in, beau 
many people ſhall by theſe Laws be induced to fin again 
their Conſciences, and fo by their coming in be woundel 
and deſtroyed, and this is no other than murder, the mol 
pernicious murder, which does therefore put a Bar tothe 
paſſing ſuch Laws at firft, and is a reaſon for their relawt 
on if they be paſſed, Will you ſay, We will induce ol 
Brother to go againſt his Conſcience? Will you reſiſt Gd 

and are you ſtronger then he? Alas ! that we cannot 
men to have a right apprehenſion of /candal,againft whi 
ſo heavy a charge is laid by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Ti 
is ſcandalizing a Brother in Chriſts ſenſe and his Apoltts 
which 1s an inducement to him to do a thing againſt 
Conſcience, upon which alone is he ſaid to be damn 
Now when there are ſo many things impoſed which (5 
the People of England now are) are againſt mens Calf 
E ew) 
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[75] | 
ences, and ſo much agaiuſt themas they are, the enforce- 
ment of ſuch impoſitions upon the render Chriſtian, are 
dire&ly forbidden of God in ſuch Texts as commands cha? 
we muſt not /candalize our Brother and adeftroy him for 
whom Chriſt died; tor it we do fo, and he (by our pref- 
fing him to do more then he can) wounds his Soul, he 
may never recover it again while he lives in point of com- 
forty and in pointof danger, it may looſen him in his Inte- 
grity,and he periſh for ever, If any fay to me,as the Dil- 
ciples to Chriſt, ſpeaking of Marriage, then it is a hard 
thing to marry, If this be true, then it ise hard thing to 
make Laws. Ifay ſoitis, that concerns the Conſcience. 
For the Church to determine her Doctrines, and make her 
Canons, ſo long as ſhe uſes onely her ſpiricual Sword the 
Word of God,there may be good profit and little danger : 
But to give a civil ſanction to things that concern the Con- 
ſcience, under ſuch Penalties as our Impoſitions have, I 


do think it does require fo much caution, as it will be very 


hard for any mortal to juſtifie the impoſing of what of 
late has been done, when yer if the things commanded be 
lawful in the matter, Lam ready to plead for, and juſtifie 
the Submiſhon, It is not enough certainly for our Gover- 
nors to have a Care that the things they impoſe be lawful in 
themſelves, (which in the Declaration of Afent and Con- 
ſent, and Subſcription in ſo ftricta form of words they are 
in, cannot be,) but alſo that they impoſe ſuch as are not 
like to ſcandalize the Obeyers ; for the things which are 
ſcandalizing to our Brethren are forbidden, and ſo unlaw- 
ful, Let Dr, Hammonds Traft of Scandal be conſulted 
what he makes Scandal, and how ftridt he is in this point. 
So that we may do nothing, (to ſet down his own words) 
though to us never ſo lawful, which we bave reaſon to fear 
K 2 that 
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that another who thinks it i may yet without ſati 
mg his Conſcience be likely to do after us, Now, whatthink 
%\ou of this? You ſee wherein the nature of ſcandal is pl 
ced with him, * And what ſhall we conclude upon th 
Impoſers, bur this > Thatir is not lawful for them therefor 
to 1[1npole that upon people, which they have reaſon to fig 
that many, eſteeming the ſame unlawtull, are like to 
upon their Impoſition aud Penalties, before they are ſai 
fied or can be in their Conſciences about them g Heh 
does them, and doubts, us damned if he do them, To himtl 
efteemeth it unclean, it s ſin. How then ſhall a conſin 
cious Magiſtrate go to impoſe ſuch things as to fo 
multitudes of People is efteemed unlawful, or at leaftthe 
are in doubt it is ſo 2 How ſhall they do it, I fay, fork 
leſt many of theſe who doubt, who efteexz the fame u 
lawful, ſhould yet dothem, and fo they be guilty of thei 
damnation and of murder, the greateſt murder, whichi 
deſtroying of their Souls.? There was indeed but one $jþ 
ra, and all the World rings of his name to this day : þ 
how many in this Land have by the late Impoſitions of bod 
fides been brought into the ſame caſe, in a leſs degrz 
God knows 3 when through preſent fear or alluremes|j 
(as his caſe was) they have yeelded to that which was 
not wholly againſt, yet not altogether according to tia 
Conſciences, and ſo wounded their own Souls, If it 

Biſhops, or any other leading perſons, ſhall not be affedk! 
with this Argument, fo farat leaſt as to have due com 
fion towards their Brethren, the Lord Almighty will 
with them one day about it ; And-in- the mean while, 
I plead with them, who have had the Hand of God up 
my Soul herein to make it ſo ſepſible ot what I deliver, 


this very end, for ought I know, that I may do it, / s' 
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fot thee as a Watchman, ſayes God, and if he warn of the 


Sin, and of the Fudgment, he ſhall free hzs own Soul,though 
whart the effect may be, I know not. If I gloriftie God, 3 
ſhall be content to bear my own ſhame,and mens reproach- 
es,and give praiſe to his wondertul Mercy in what is paſſed. 
I humbly think ir very conducing to this end to record 
this Story, For what is the praiſe or diſpraiſe of man, in 
compariſon of giving God his praiſe, and the owning of 
him ? Let me, O Lord, ferve thee with my ſtrength, bur 
yet mayelt thou fetch honour to thy ſelf, yea alſo good to 
thy Church (ia the caution of others) out of my infirmi- 
ties, If I glory, (fayes the Apoitle) I will glory in my 

infirmities, | 
I knew the man that in the late Times was inclining in 
his Judgment to the Kings Cauſe ; I know this hereby, for 
being an Oxford-Scholar and in the Parliament Quarters, 
he contrived with ſome of their Horſe to go from them to 
the King, and meet him at Oxford, He was no Souldier 
himſelt, but having his Degrees in the Univerſity, did be- 
take him after, according to his education,to the Miniſtry, 
and being in theCountrey, without any acquaintance of any 
Biſhop, he took Ordination of the Presbytery, conceiving; 
it a matter indifferent at that ſeaſon. It pleaſed God in 
thoſe dayes, that the Sacrament of the Lords Supper did 
as it were lie waſte in moſt places; They who were for ga- 
thered Churches, adminiflring it only to their own Mem- 
bers, and others to thoſe only whom they ſele&ted as vi/ibly 
worthy by examination. This Perſon therefore according 
to his ſmall Talent and Ability, writ two or three Books for 
Free-admiſſion to the Lords Supper, Upon theſe Books, it 
is 80 wonder if generally he was accounted a man of the old 
ftamp, and fo hike to be no favourite of thoſe Times, 1 
all 
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[4 
fenſible how much thoſe Books did at that time ſerveth 


Epifcopal cauſe ( though not without acknowledging aþ 
their tenuity), both becauſe Free-admiffion was that thi 
which ſtruck at the Foundation with the People, and 
the reading thoſe Books did keep alive a memory and 
fire of ſomething they had before, which ſtood the {any 
in ſtead in its ſeaſon, If he did well, the glory be to God; 
It he didevil, the good Lord pardon it. According ty 
theſe Principles, as he had never taken the Covenant, 
did he never joyn in Aflociation with the Prerbyrery, hi 
Conſcience was ſcrupulous and he kept it to hinifelf? Ng 
bur he accounted thoſe that did affociate, his pious wort 
Brethren, but he was not diſpoſed fo in his inclination þ 
Atter ſome Revolutions, it pleaſed God that the heartsand 
faces of the Nations were towards bringing the King tol 
Inheritance, This perſon being herein\more ready ig bs 
good will, than wary of his own ſecurity, did liberally 
clare in his place for an Accommodation with the King, # 
the only means to our Happineſs then, as he thinks of 
Accommodation {till to be the only way to the ſame now. 
He was forced to uſe the beft adviſed terms he could 
the expreſſing himſelf, but he alluding one day more opt 
ly to that Text of the Prophet, 1 will overtern, overtwn 
overturn, until he come whoſe right it ts, and I will giveit 
a Warrant is ſent for him from 0key tor a Seditious perſoh 
and a ftirrer-up of the people unto InſurreCtion,It wroi 
him atpreſent. a great deal of perplexity, but rhetims 
grown on to a gas Reftauration of his Majeſty, ti 
anger (of his life and fortunes for ought I know ) b## 
over, Well, with the King Ep:/copacy comes in agai0v 8 
England, Some there are at Court not unwilling to remell 
ber this perſon for preferment, He is one un erſtooo 
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{ thoſe things nd ſpok identall 
the way of thoſe : bur bei en to accident 
by the Biſhop of his Dioceſs to ole to afiſt with others pd 
an Examination unto an Ordination, he ingenuouſly de? | 
clares to him,that himſelf was ordained only by Pre-byters, 
Upon this the Biſhop makes it his adyice his requeſt, and 
is very importunate, that he will therefore be ordained a- 
gain by him. Without this he accounted no favour would 
paſſe above, This perſon told him, He had no doubt bur 
the Ordination which he had was valid, rn knew not any 
thing at preſent againſt iteration of Orders if there were 
need, He was not willing to ſuch a thing, but who can re- 
ſift the Arguinent of Kindneſs and Civility > In ſhort, his 
Conſideration is diſturbed, a day or two paſſes, but he iz 
prevailed upon, and this fata/ thing is ſubmitted unto, is 
done. It is not for me here to ſet forth what the re- 
fleion upon this afterwards coft this poor man, He finds 
3 his ſoul wounded, he is diſeaſed, oppreſſed ; The more 
he thought or read, the more are his objeRionsencreaſed, 
Theſe objeCtions as they ſtuck in his ſpirit,he writes down, 
and anſwers for himſelf. This becomes alittle Book, en- 
ticuled, The Queſtion of Par goa He did not know 
butthis might be the deſign of God's good Providence, 
that he ſhould be touched, for the healing of others, A 
great many were fatizhed by this Book, and re-ordained, 
and have had peace in ic, One or two writes againſt it, and 
it was God's good hand upon him that they did fo, tor his 
own grief is not yet aflwaged, or terrors ebbed, but for the 
ſtronger flowing in their return, This gives him riſe to 
write again, A hard caſe he is brought upon. What is nei- 
ther againſt the moral Law,nor poſitive Inſtitution, he finds 
not in his heart to condemn, He may condemn himſelt, 
his Opinion weakly he muſt not condemn : He diſtin- 
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[ 80] | 
guiſhes therefore between his Opinion that Reordinatiny 
not wholly unlawſal, and his own Fact, under the circum, 


 Rances he took it : Between the thing, and his doing i | 


His doing-it (while he was not fully perſwaded in his mind 
about it, while as yet there was no neceſlity for it, whit 
he was in the ſame Charge, and while he was not proyide 
againſt the ſcandal as to others, befides the end, lookin 
mainly to complyance and advantage) was grievous tohin:F 
when the thiug it ſelf, as ro others, he thought might bei} 
nocent, He heartily repents therefote, diſcharges hisſall 
of, and renounces what himſelf had done (ſecing thereys 
no way elſe tor his peace) but yet ceaſes not for all that 
bring the belt affiſtance he could poſhbly for the ſuppar} 
and juſtification of his Brethren, who either had or ſhoullþ 


| think it better for them to ſubmit to it, and found th 


they were indeed able to bear it, Before this ſecondDiF 
courſe on this ſubject comes out, and he yet under theha 

teſt of this diſtreſs, this perſon goes to' the Biſhops Rep 
ſter, calls him in private by himſelf, tells him his troubl 
and defires him to let him reade a Paper to him, the co-# 
tents whereof were much to the purpoſe in Engliſh, as 
in Latin in the tenth Se£tion of the Diſcourſe mentioned} 
It pleaſed God that the man heard him with patience 
the very end, but as foon as he came there and tookotF 
his Orders, tearing them before him, in confirmation d| 
what he had read, he burſt out into that paſſion that 9 
thtng can ſtill him, but running down into a Room whet 
company were , he makes his exclamation 3 whereattib 
perſon thinking in his conſcience he could do nolefſe,# 
knowledges the thing and the reaſon of what he had dov% 
and in atteſtation of the ſame, takes the pieces,and biddiny 


them witneſs it ( asthey might if they would ), on 
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them in the fire that was before them. This troubleſome 
atchievement being over, that ſecond diſcourſe of Re- 
ordination is put out, Several there were who conforme@ 
(and were reordained), and who conformed not ; and both 

arts received their eſtabliſhment from that Book. For im- 
mediately hereupon the Act of Uniformiry came out, This 
perſon amongſt others is fain to give up, he could not have 
lived if he had done otherwiſe at that time, Being now 
out, and his ſoul (through God's mercy aflifting ſo far) be- 
ing now much more at eaſe, there was yet ſomething be- 
hind (as the waves beating {till when the ſtorm is over) that 
muſt make the reſt perfect, He had diſpatched one inſtru- 
ment of his Orders as is above recited before the Regiſter, 
but this was his Orders for Deacon (for the Ordainel mulſt 
ſubmit to two), when thoſe he had for Prieſt he told them 
at the ſame time that he reſerved, in regard he knew not 
but they might be neceſſary to his Miniſtry, and his Con- 
ſcience was afraid therefore at that preſent to ſerve them as 
he did the other (although if he had, Ihave reaſon to be 

erſwaded, it would at once have done his work and given 
him his eaſe). The other Inſtrument then remaining on 
his hands, with ſome impreſſions on his ſpirit, he takes an 
honeſt plain-hearted and ſeriouſly affected man alone with 
him into a Chamber, and there telling him ot his afiction 
he had hitherto undergone, and what he had done, he de- 
fires him to be witneſs to the laſt office that he was now to 
execute and deyote to his relief, Hereupon he produces 
the Orders that he had left, and tearing the ſame firſt in 
pleces, as he had done with the former before ( and im- 
ploring withal no doubt God's compaſſion) he throws the 
one part of it ſo torn into the flames (which he had cauſed 
to be enkindled there on purpoſe) and the reſt of it ſo can- 
cel'd 
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celd and torn, he wraps up-in a Letter to the Biſhop, which 
was ſent, and accordingly (no doubt) ir caine to him, 4 
Copy of the Letter he took and laid by him,unſeen by 

bur that witneſs, until now he makes ic thus publick to the 
World, The Letter was thus, 


Py 


Right Reverend & my worthy Lord, 

Have been very ſenſible of your great kindneſs intend, 

which became the heavieſt ſnare and affliction to me the 
could be in the world, when you Po! mars me to be reordaind 
by your ſelf after a former Oratnatton by Presbyters, Iny 
long in diſtreſs of ſpirit thereupon, and never at reſt wil | 
was conſtrained to go to your Regiſter, and tear thoſe Ord 
again before bus face, and threw them in the fire, Thoſe Orden 
1 then cancelled before him was only my Orders for Dean; 
1 durſt not do ſo with thoſe { had at the ſame time for Pri 
alſo, becauſe 1 did not know whether they might nat ſave mt 
the enjoying my Miniſtry, unto which my Conſcience then woul 
enjoyn me, and therefore 1 kept them fiill : But now the Ati 
Uniformity, with the Bartholomewtide following, s long pa, 
and I, with ſo many others,, hereupon are out for Non-confat: 
mity thereunto, 1 do percerve that thu Inſirument lymng by 
me, 1s like to be of no more uſe to me than the other, ſo that | 
may ſerve it alike. Accordingly, and upon the ſame term, 
(to wit, according to the terms of the Latin in the tenth ſetjun 
of that Book , entituled, A ſecond Diſcourſe about Reords 
nation,which Book 1 left for you when 16 came forth) I ab teat 
and cancel this ſame alſo, and giving part to the flames, # 
put the other part thus cancelled and torn into this Paper, tit 
you may ſee unto what a paſſe the trouble of” a mans. mind ſome- 
times may "_ him to pet his peace again when he hath far 
gone it 5 which the Lord of bis mercy make of uſe ta your Hb 


(83) 
nour for caution and tenderneſs toward others, If Re-ordi- 
nation be ſuch an heinous thing as Divines ordinarily ancient 
and modern, (ounctls and Fathers do make of it, it ts well fg 
me to renounce it altogether : If for all what men do ſay, 
there is yet no ſin indeed mit againſt God, though a man be oy- 
' dained as often for the ſake of hy Mtniſiry as there us need, 
then may one who is diſtreſſed im ſpirit as to a ſecond Orders 
under ſuch circumſtances as he could not bear, caſt off them and 
take a third or fourth under ſuch as he ts able to bear, when 
there ſhall be nothing elſe im Conformity that ſlicks with hins 
beſides, as there does yet with me, There being no inconſiſtancy 
then in my writing to hinder the doing what I have done, 1 
' conclude, When Luther heard that the Pope had burnt bis 
Books at Rome, he took his Decretals and burnt them ab 
Wittenburgh : Even ſo ſay I, When the men of this Genera- 
tion do make our firſt Orders by the Presbytery to be vord and 
null, to the ſcandal of ſo many Miniſters at home, and Charches. 
abroad; Let theſe ſecond Orders of theirs be rendred by me ac» 
cordingly, null, vord, cancell d, given to the flames, in teſtimony 
unto the validity of that former Ordination (ſuch as then was 
and could be had), and againſt the iniquity of former Impo- 

FlO0Ns, 
f Your moſt affettionatly, though unfortunately 
engaged, humble Servant. 


]. H. 


Lo here what a Riſque of two or three years or up- 
wards, was this poor wretched perſon fain to take, to get 
into that Harbour again he ſet at firſt out, and it is the in- 
finite mercy of God that any ſo afflicted a creature bythe 
running ſuch a Ganrtelope as this, ſhould at laſt come to his 
peace 5 which after I have told all this, there is no man ( I 
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will preſume) that hath any bowels, will be offended gih 
the miſerable for his ſeeking of, For what heart of ap 
Scythian or Tartar could defire that one ſhould live unde 
ſo intolerable aload upon his foul (that my Pen is not ab 
to expreſs the horror of, and a narration of it is not tory 
wiſe man to give any otherwiſe than thus) rather thanhy 
ſhould take that courſe he did (wherein I ſhew not hoy 
the remedy was adxquate to the wound, as being not fi 
indeedto be opened fo tar) to berid of it? There being 
nothing, as the Lord of Heaven beſt knows, in the begiy 
ning, middle, andend hereof, bur diſtreſs of Spirit, which 
nothing elſe too would eafe him of but this, and all this 
and no leſs than all this, which he did. But when tha 
Renunciation which was laid upon his heart to do, waby 
proceeding in theſe degrees, at laſt fully 'perfeCted, he 
found that God (for whole Cauſe he hath humbly boruthi 
Teſtimony) releaſed his Soul, without any return finced 
any afflicting thoughts about it, and which finally tillthe 
was not releaſed. O the mercitul diſpoſe of Gag, whos 
the God that diſpoſeth all things, and is full of mercy. 
And now I know not what influence the recording ths 
Adventure may have upon any of our Rulers, or thok 
Chriſtian-hearted Gentlemen, who are in a preſent capac 
ty of revewing ourlate Acts: but I am perſwaded thatms 
ny of them that fear God will bear with me, much there | 
ther,for the ſtreſs that I lay upon this Argument from Cor 
ſcience, though my Oppoſer regards it, I'ſee,only asthok | 
did the invitation in the Parable, And they made light % 
That I have reaſon, ſuppoſe you will preſs upon peop 
ſomthing thar is againſt their Couſciences, Eicher they 
obey it, or refuſe ir, If they refuſe and ſuffer your P 
ties, how will folks be ready ſtreight to look upon hs 


, 


_ _—— Ry WS RCW TG AS << RET Oo RNR£©” HS > -a»> O05 Af wg a. 


_— » lk Es. | Ac . Ah 


CO RO = 


[ 85 
kind of Martyrs, which will bur certainly encreaſe their 
numbers, and ſo the Laws be fruſtrate of the end they in- 
tended ; If they obey it, and for fear of the Penalty ſub- 
wit to you, then do they wound their Souls, and are m-ar-* 
dered, and who that is a good man, can take any pleaſure 


' in being an occaſion to then of doing that > They ſhould 


indeed be convinced of their error, and ſo obey; but what 
if the things that be commanded are not altogether pertect, 
but in ſome regard truly unlawful 2 And it they be lawtul, 
who can think the paſſing of a Law only, can make a man 
ſee that which was againſt his conſcience betore,and to him 
unlawful, to be lawtul, and according to his conſcience 
ſtreight, as ſoon as that once is but paſſed > I muſt needs 
call here all thoſe that are in Chriſtian Power,to tenderneſs 
and due conhderation. There are the Conſciencious I ac- * 
count, and thoſe that have no conſcience, The Law i made 
for the unrighteeus, and in inflicting the penalty, ſuppoſes 
the perſon not conſciencious. The executing the Laws 
upon ſuch that break them only for want of regard to God 
and their duty (ſuppoſe a man will not come to Church,nor 
goes to any private Meeting) does ſeem moſt proper, and 
is a means to reclaim them : But the executing the Laws 
on the truly Conſciencious (I ſpeak it in the batineſs only 
of Religion, or in thoſe things only which concern the 
Conſcience) is not like to do any thing on them. Conſi- 
der we therefore again, that there are leſſer and greater pe- 
nalties 3 when the penalty is lefle, and not ſuch as is like to 
induce a man only tor the ſaving thereof, to admit a thin 
againſt h1s Conſcience, the inflifter ( or Chriſtian Juſtice) 
may be the more bold, for an example to others, though 
the man himſelt be not reformed : But when the penalcy 
k greater, and f.ch as is like to prevail upon the perſon 
rather 
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 * wittion, all weighed and anſwered, there was then deſired an [ 


* ſure Credit hath nothing to do in this caſe ? Men are loth to uſethh 


[86]. 
rather indeed to forſake his Conſciencethan to endure 
grievo:ſnefle of ir, Here the Lawgiver and the Infliq 

. (or good Juſtice) had need both to be wary, leſt in paſſy 
or proſecuting the ſame, they do become guilty ( apani 
their Brothers Soul ) of a breach in the higheſt degreeq 
the fixt Commandment, e 


But after all this DifÞnte, ſuppoſe at the laſt that it ſhould w 
Conſcience, and 1n many of their Leaders we have great evides,th 
it 1s not ſo, At the Conference at Hampton Court before K mg ] Yo 
Dr. Reynolds, Mr. Knewſtub, Ay. Chatterton, did clan w! 
about Conſcience as any now do, or can, But when the Arguments uh 
which their Conſciences pretended to be founded, were to their own 


for ſome few worthy and ſober men, becauſe of their Credit: Al an 


Ceremmies, leſt they ſhould loſe the Credit of that Zial which hd 
formerly appeared ſo much againſt them. 


From this Diſpute at Hampton Court this Gentleman do 
gather, that it is not Conſcience, but regard of Crelt 
which makes the Nonconformiſt deſire "Wag la 
ſorry he ſhould ſay ſo, but I will parallel this inference yi 
a paſſage of his otherwhere ; from whence any manng 
collect more ſhrewdly, what is that which indeed ſwap 


ſome why they defire the Nonconformiſts ſhould not hat 


Indulgence. To relax @ Law (faith he, p.26.) uponthes 


co:ent of Conſctence, or the pretences of a higher depree of Punt} 


in the ſame Religion, 1 as much as to proclaim the Diſſentit 
zo be the moſt really (onſciencious : That thoſe who do confark 
are meer Formalliſts, Time-ſervers, (omplyers with that whid 
#5 uppermoſt : but the Non-conformiſts ſhall be taken far i 
Smcere men, who walk according to Light, and to kt 

Goſpel pure without the mixture of. humane inventions, - V 
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here the diſcovery of their very hearts. It ſeems theſe 
men are indeed afraid (that is the plain truth of it) to loſe 
their eſteem in the Nation, if thoſe men who are more ſe. 
rious and painful Miniſters than they, be tolerated : bur 
whether this be a plea that will ſtand the tryal, it the Parlia- 
ment coine to ſearch into it, we may ſee in due ſeaſon, In - 
the mean while let us remember the Admonition of our 
Lord, Judge not, leſt you be judged. For with what judge- 
ment ye fo ye ſhall be judged ; and with what meaſure ye 
mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again, 


But pag-77. It is not the ſeverity of Laws that can do any thing 
with the mind, though it may with the outward man : Force may 
make men Hypocrites, not Converts, to a Fatth which is enjoyned, 
&c. Tothis we anſwer with S, Auſtine, If it doth not remove the 
Error, yet it may prevent its ſpreading. If it doth not utterly take away 
the Cauſe, yet it hinders moſt of its miſchievous Effefts , and in a little 
time ut may do the other too, Hereſit # not ſeated ſo ſolely and altoge- 
ther in the Mind, but S, Paul thinks fit torank.it among the works of 
the fleſh ; it bath often-times no ſublumer motives, than many other of 
the moſt ſenſual tranſgreſſions : outward conſiderations are very frequent- 
ly its Cauſe, and may ſometimes be its Cure, And this our Authour 
himſelf aſſures us of, T hat this ts the beſt way to fetch in others, who 
certainly will grow weary at the long-ruh, when they ſhall have 
work provided, but no Benefice till they conform : One of his own 
Projetts depends upon this, that the having no Benefice will be a mot 
effeflual means 10 maks them in time willing to conform, I ſhall only 
add to this, that theſe are very bold Beggars, who whilſt they are plead- 
ing for Indulgence and Moderation, cannot forbear to throw out threat- 
nngs, It the Biſhops will not, &'c. They may wiite down in the 
Books of what ſhall be hereafter, Mons meliora, p, &c, This is 
ſomething of the train of Martin junior, We have ſought to advance 
this Cauſe of God, by bumble ſuit to the Parliament,&c. Seeing now 
the means uſed by Us have not prevailed, if ut come in by that means 
which will make all yur hearts to aks, blame your ſelves. Bancrof, ont 

of Mart, p.144. Dangerous Poſitions and Practices, 
Whereas 
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Whereas he tells us, a5 Error 1s rancked amonpſtth 
works of the fleſh, and that ofrentiwes, it having noſubl 
mer motives, outward penalties nay ſerve for its-cure, a/ 
then addeth, that one of my Projects depends uponthy 
Thar the excluding men from any Benefice will make ther? 
ro conform, Thus much one would think were well ils 
Bur if you take it in relation to what is ſpoken, or any cg 
futation of me, it is an egregious prevarication, and x 
gues the judgment of the Gentleman of much defe&, | 
is want of judgement to ſpeak apt things and not tot 
purpoſe, That which 1 was ſaying is, that the ſeyerit 
Laws works not upon the mind ; it may make men hyp 
_ crites, it converts not their hearts, Here is a mantol: 
ſuppoſed ſincerely of the Opinion he profefles ; And th 
which he1n effect ſayes, is, That thoſe that are not ſince 
in their Opinions will be brought over by Severiry, Au 
as for that paſſage where ſay, the not permitting apy 
have a Benefice ( or the ary gg" unleſs the 
conform, is the way to fetch ſome in, I ſpeak it exprel 
with contradiſtinion to the ſincere in the place ; a 
therefore either this Gentleman fails in his judgment, j 
elſe he abuſes me alt$gerher. 


| There # one Conceſſion behind, which we are to thank, our Aut 
for, that He ſeems p.86, 87. to hold it unlawful to expeit Deliunat 
from any but the King : We deſire only to know whether all the 11 
which He pleads for, be of that mind too, Mr, Hooker aww, 
that your predeceſſors were of the Opinion, That their way waiuh 
ſet up whether her Majeſty or the State will or no. Hooker Pref, #F 
of Martin, p. 28. andin the Kings large Declaration, concermi' 
Tumults in Scotland, p. 4099. We meet with ſeveral of their Pofis 
-laid down amongi#t which,this is one; It is lavful for Subjects tom 
a Covenant and Combination without the King, and to entelW 
a Band of mutual defence againk the King, and all perſons pt 


[ 89 ] | 
ever ; and yet there were two Atts of Parliament at that time in force, 
which declared all ſuch contrrvances puniſhable with death. And we 
do not a: all doubt, but that if we had a mind to it, we could give off 
conſiderable inſtance within the memory of man, how thzs whole Party 
here pleaded for, did unanimouſly, and with preat vigour liſt them- 
ſelves apace, did contribute their Perſons, Prayers and Purſes, to- 
ward the forming and maintaining of an Army, to ſay no more, not 
raiſed by the King. It doth therefore hi ghly Concern theſe People pub- 
lickly to difown their Predeceſſors, and their own Princt ples and Pra- 
Aices, or elſe they cannot expett to be believed in This, ſo ſeemingly 
Loyal a Conceſſion, That it is unlawful to expect deliverance from. 
any but the King. / do not remember any other paſſage in this Pro- 
poſition, to be at all Conſiderable ; only one Notion he hath, which is 
ſcattered up and down his Book, that penalties and Rigour doth but 
alienate their minds farther from us ; whereas Indulgence would work, 
#up3u their eAfﬀettions, and by degrees upon their Judgments, Now on 
the other fide, wethink,, and that upon the grounds of experience, as 
well as reaſon, That there is not good nature enough in them for kind 
uſage to work upon ; of this we That give one, but that ſhall. be a moſt 
convincing evidence. The Kings Majeſty, immediately after his moſt 
happy Reſtauration, being deſirous to ſatisfie ſo many of all Parties, as 
did not reſolve for ever to remain unſatisfied, did accordingly give ſo 
much reſpebt to the clamours then made againſt the Liturgy, as to order 
4 review of it, But withal did, by his Declaration ſet forth about 
that affair, deſire, that ſo many of them as would be thought Conſcien- 
tzo14s, or peaceable, would inthe mean time read ſo much of the Litur- 
gy, as themſelves had no Exception againſt : an eaſie requeſt one would 
think; Read only ſo much as you have no exception againſt : Here Con- 
ſcience ſure conld not be pretended, when their own Conſcience (nay 
their very jealouſie) wasthe only Rule which was ſet them towalk by, 
jet they ſtood it out, only becauſe there was no danger in ſtanding ont : 
and after all, the Aft of Wmiformity brought many of the fuerceſt to read 
the whole of that, of which before they could not be brought toread a 
ſyllable ; ſo much is a Law more available than an Indulgence : And, 
as many did come 1n that Battholomew-tide, ſo (had there not bees 


ſo great expettation of a Toleration) we have reaſon to believe, that 
many more would have come in, 
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that upon the Kings Declaration, they would not read fp 
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. Tam beholding to him fo his ETON of what Thaye 
ſpoken loyally, torit was not without conſideration, He 
ned not theretore bring me into the number of thoſe | 
whom he conceives to be contrary minded, and therey 
on would deny us Toleration, But whereas he faye 
there is not good nature enough inthe Nonconformitts, 
that any kind uſage ſhould work upon them, in regard 


much of the Common-Prayer as they could. There were 
indeed two Opinions at that time amongſt ſuch concem- 
ing that Matter ; Some (and perhaps the moſt) grave men 
conceived if they ſhould do fo at that time, ic would. give 
occalion onely to. their Adverſaries to grow more upon 
them. aud therefore they would ftay for an At of Parliz 
ment : Others thought it ingeauous-to gratifie that Deds 
ration, and did read Common-Prayer (atleaſt as to 
of it) thereupon, yet at Bartholomew-tide the time fol- 
lowing, were ejected, for going no further according to 
the Act of Uniformity, As for the Apologiſt I can fay he 
1s a man who uſed the Lords Prayer, the Creed, and tei 
Commandments, which is a kind of indiſputable Licurgy F 
im thoſe times, which favoured nor ſuch things : andone 

may guefle of their own accord, of which of the two forts 
mentioned he was like to be, Indeed,if I can gueſſeny 
ſelt aright of him, it is not fo much out'of the byas of his 
Principles that he left then, or out of Faftion, but outof 
Diſtrefſe and Afition, Andif it were not for fear of 
return of ſome impreſſions on his Soul, the hazard where- 
of he is not lightly to run, he would perhaps even nowbe 
a thinking, whether a man might not enter the Vineyad 
again,and yet keep his Conſcience 3 whether he might not 
be ready to declare and ſubſcribe fo far as he can, andre 


ſolve 
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ſolve to do no more, And if he ſhould publiſh here fo 


much (that if he does, none may think he does raged! 
than ſo) and upon the tryal they will accept of that,and ler 
him paſſe, it may be worthy of conſideration in ſuch a cafe 
what were fit for a man to do, I muſt confeſs if I found 
the diſpoſition of my mind to be for our Gathered-Meet- 
ings, and 1 thought I could do God ſuch ſervice therein 
that there were need of me, as one that could do any thing 
more than others, or ſo, I ſhould nor I think be atraidvt 
a Priſon or other danger, unleſſe of vain glory only to ſuf- 
fer ſo. But ſeing we are to lay things together, When there 
is a profeſſion of Chriſtianity, as the Nation is Chriſtian, 
in oppoſition to other Religions, wherein we have all a 
common intereſt, and are to joyn in our publick Wor- 
ſhip and Ackaowledgement of his Name, fo thatunleſſe 
there be ſomething which is finful required as the condi- 
tion of our Communion, it appears to me to be Schiſm 
to withdraw our ſelves from the ſame; When 1 am very 
ſenſible of that exceeding weakneſs, as well as Spiritual- 
ride and intolerable Cenforiouſneſs, which is incident 
to the Separate Parties of ſeveral humour, and have me- 
thinks a feeling of ſomething elſe, which in the upright 
of them is Superſtition, in others FaCtion, ill nature, and 
the fruits of it; When there is ſuch a ſuper-eminent de- 
ree of Faith and Zeal above others, is neceſſary to thoſe 
that can have the 'hearc to withdraw from the ordinary 
Chriſtian who goes to Church and Common-Prayer, or 
elſe they muſt perſonate what they are not (in a great mea- 
ſure), which is no wayes agreeable to my inclination, 
who am more cold in my belief, not dogmatical, and ve- 
ry low in the Grace of God and his ſtrength, I humbly beg 
his Pardon and ſupply of my defects ; When I can think 
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nothing ſhould eyer work upon another that is forced, an 
-not done naturally, with integrity and plainneſs of hear; 
-Keicher is my ſoul ar eaſe but in ſuch an unteigned opennek 
-and expoſure ; I ſay,when I lay theſe and the like confide. 
rations together, I find not any thing to me more ingeny. 
ouſly defirable, than that they ſhould relax ſome of thei 
late Acts, that it I be again a Preacher, 1 may doit ina | 

-way which is coozmon, as one that pretends nothing thati 
otherwiſe, without ſhew or oſtentation of any piety or par | 
more than very ordinary, but lefle rather than the leaitin þ 

ſome regard of all others : and then methinks as being 

the Office, there is nothing arrogant or pretending, butz 

man may go and do his duty in the Puc or in the Pulpit, 
and it he can approve himſelf to God and his own foil 

without hypocriſie, he ſhall be happy, If I may thenke 
admitted into the Miniſtry again wichout any cloggs, ad 
find my heart to be fit for, and, free init, it is ( 1 knon) 
what I ſhould defire of the Almighty : but ifthe wounding 
my conſcience be made a condition of entring, noabate 
ment be given, and we cannot help it, Fare it well, Wha 
is this Prieſthood but a Miniſtry, a Service? If I hayem} 
People, and am out of Service, how am I a Miniſter? Kþ 
that hath no Flock, is no Shepherd, What hinders then, 
but if my heart cannot ſerve me to conform, I may putdf | 
my Black, and take another Calling > Unleſs thou halt: 
Gathered-Church, it is ex dono, not ex officio, thou doſt cot 
vent::le. Andunleſs thou art an Evangeliſt, or an Apoſth, þ 
to be a Miniſter of the #n:verſal Church viſible, is a miniltt 
tion eaſier underſtood than admitted, as undertaken, tW 
pertormed, 
It is true, that one of the things demanded of the Or 


dained by the Prerbytery, was, Whether they reſolordu®s 
as, Waetber ay” 
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tinue in their duty againſt all trouble and perſecution? But 
if 1 be diſabled trom without-by a Law from executing 
this Funtion, then does my Duty ceaſe : for as for any 0-* 
ther Duty than that of a Pariſh-Minitter, it never came once 
in my thoughts, by any ſudden words, then to engage un- 
to; and a man perhaps may partly remember (as to the 
iniport) what his words were, Here is the main Query, 
Does thy ſoul and conſcience tell thee, Thou art fit to do 
God ſervice this way ? Doeſt thou believe thou canſt > 
that thou canſt do him the beſt ſervice, and better this 
way (1 ſpeak of yſing Preaching) than any other > And 
haſt thou a heart for it > Then will I ſay that Ithink there 
lies a neceſſty on thee (and neceffity will find out her way), 
but not ſuch a neceffity however as was on Pau/the Apo- 
ſtle: If not, Efto jam certus ( ſaith Luther) & eſe apnoſcat 
quicunque ſe Chriſtianum eſſe copnovertt, omnes nos 4qualiter 
eſſe Sacerdotes, hoc eſt, eandem in verbo & Sacramento 90- 
cunque habere poteſtatem. Verim non licere quenquam hac pſa 
uti niſi conſenſu communitatis, aut vocatione majoris, Yuan- 
tum ergo e Scripturts docemur, cum Mainiſtertum ſit id quod 
nos Sacerdotium Vocamus, prorſus non Video qua ratione ruz- 
ſus nequeat laicus fiert ſemel Sacerdos faftus, cum & laico nihil 
differat niſi Minifterto, A Miniſterio autem depont adeo non 
ſit impoſſibile, ut paſſim ea etiam celebretur vindifta in cul. 
pubiles Sacerdetes, dum aut ſuſpenduntur temporaliter, aut 


perpetuo privantur officio ſuo, Lutheri Captivitas Babyloni- 
ca, De ordine, 


We have now conſidered every paſſage in this Treatiſe, which ſeems 
to be any way material ; and muſt take leave to profeſs that we are not 
able to gueſs what it #s that this Author realty would bave ; and we 
farther belive, that be himſelf cannot tell us : Nor need we deſire 
the Laws to continue in force any longer, than till the Tender 
Conſciences can agree what to have in the ſlcad of them. 


Having 
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thren together about London to offer what they would hay, 
and conſider of it, For my part,you fee how large Iamal 
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Having this occaſion given me, and being thus put 
onitas lam, I hope there isno body but will excuſe ty 


cif they ſee me more open as to what I purpoſe heretha 


before. It ts fit it ſhould appear no hard martter formey| 
underſtand my ſel what I would have, and where Iwo 
pitch, if I may be heard ; although I thought! it beſt ſon 
manage my Propoſition in my firlt ſheets, that if we migh 
have Moderation any way ( more narrow ) anduponay} 
terms as ſhould beſt pleaſe the Parliament, I ſhould think 

it well : who may it they pleaſe call the Sober of our Br. 


uviverſal tothe quiet of all. I have more particularly pv 
poſed the Kings Declaration to open the door for the Ni 
conformiſt Miniſters to enter again into the Vineyard, al 
an A againſt Pluralities ro find them employment whe 
they are entred, What it ſhall pleaſe God and the Pali 
ment to do with us we muſt wait, In the mean while Ian 
content my Reverend Antagonift is come here to conclul 
with me, as to the proſecution at leaſt of any farther part 
culars, who am as willing to come to an end with him, i 
hath conſidered, he ſayes, every paſſage of my Book wii 
ſeems to be any way material, Itis well that his words 
larger then his performance, Burt if he ſpeaks indeedasR 
thinks, I do apprehend he is a man very ſingular in his opt 
nion,” There is one paſſage I will ſhew him, which w* 
material for him to anſwer, and he hath ſaid nothing tol. 
I will recite it the rather, becauſe I find ir under that pl 
he ſayes is pzetiful, and ſo waves it; arid alſo becauſe it 
ſuch a paſſage as muſt one day be anſwered for in anotif 
manner, and that is to the Lord himſelt, by thoſe Stewad 

of his Houſe who have turned out their Fellow-Sermal 
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and eat and drink, and reap the benefit, and not think of 
| his coming. The paſſage is this, and the Argument I am * 
| upon, from Conſcience. * Have there not been ſome, nay 
\ & many of thoſe Miniſters whom you have ejected, ſerious 
cc perſons, faithful Labourers,and worthy of the Vineyard 2? 
« and why have you impoſed ſuch condicions to the enter- 
« ance or continuance of their Miniſtry, as they cannot 
«yeeld unto without going againſt their Conſciences ? 
« Can you fay that in, theſe Cond:tions you have really 
<« condeſcended to them as far as poſſibly you could, with- 
« out ſinging againſt yours? And that you have done 
« moreover all that you are able for their Reſtitution > 
* Why then is your Peace with theſe men laid upon the 
« approbation and uſe of thoſe things which in their na- 
« ture are diſputable and unneceffary> The Church is a 
&« company of perſons profeſling the belief and practice of 
*« thoſe things which Chriſt hath appointed to Salyation, 
*and when no more can indeed be required unto union 
*than a joyning in the owning and praCtifing all thin 
*that are ſuch, why is there any thing that is not let 
*rytoerernal Lite made the condition to a man (after trial 
* of his ſufficiency and allowance by Orders) of perform- 
*ing his Miniſtry, any more than of his communion with 
"the Congregatiop > If this Gentleman would have an- 
{lwered my Book ſo,as to have been worthy of thanks from 
Me and his Readers, he ſhould have done thus : In the 
firft place he ſhould have laid down my Propoſition in the 
ſtare of ic as I gave it. He ſhould have then ſhewe& where- 
12 I am too ſhort, or where too large, or what it was he 
x required. He ſhould next have produced the four heads 
06, 

pl 


of my Arguments unto which I expreſly reduce my Diſ- 
coarſe, aud, reading the ſame throughout, he ſhouſd ga- 


ther 


'* PI. 
ther the contents, aid arerlgth, in the” Analyſis of they. 


«ticulars unto thoſe heads ; and then diſplaying the wholeg| 


its due adyantage,. he ſhould have eflayed what he cou 
ſay to the buſineſs. 'This would have been a work per 
to his honoug, but now hath he run my Book over, aq 
that would anſwer me rather by the ſpartlings of his Pq 
then by what he hath wrote ; and indeed as one, who ſeenf - 
likely to be ſet upon it, to write againſt me, and fo be 
fraught with prejudice and encouragement, muſt eithe 
find matter, or make it for his oppoſition. How fart 
are right words, but what doth ſuch arguing reprove ? 
As tor what the Gentleman hath beſides, 1 was thinkiy 
of falling upon it as the reſt, but when I got hereabou 
a Parliamient-man (and my courteous Friend) broughtaf 
ſeveral Papers againſt Toleration, that I perceive it in1 
for me to go about a particular medling with this man 
any other, any farther then they meddle with me, whit 
elſe will but make my work grow with my labour, and! 
ſhall come to no end of ir, Here is one Paper printeds 
Votes in Parliament in fixty two, and another of the} 
byterians Judgement to the Aſſembly againſt forty five, 
gainſt Toleration, with other the like letters it mayixþ 
and things as I know not, that are raked up to poſlels 
Pachament againſt our Cauſe, as it nothing were tot 
given to Time, and Tryal, and Experience, and matt. 
Conſultations. The Parliament have indeed in thei 
place been careful of the concerns of the Government! 
-his Majeſty, but they have not left the Grievances of 
Narion to oblivion, butto a redreſs (we ſuppoſe) int 
fitter ſeaſon, | 
T'wo Books I have here, that are written againſt tha 
ry conſidered piece entituled, 4 D:ſcourſe F the Rely 
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' be muſtyfagve cenſured hizs for a vain 
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of England, which is upon the ſame ſubje&, and came 
outabout the ſame time (though mine perhaps was at the, 
Preſs ſooner) with my Propoſition, The one of them (1 
thank him) hath never a word of me : Yet doIthink he 
hath indeed a great deal leſs to that Book it ſelf that every 
word is upon 3 I mean it, in regard of his ſetting of fo much 
the more the worth of him he oppoſeth. The other Book 
hath this one paſſage which concerns me, 1t is no great 


- credit for Toleration that Julians prattice ts propoſed for a pat- 


tern, by the Author of a Propoſition for Peace and Happineſs, 
who to abuſe the Age to an inclination of imitating him, calls 


"him miſe and brave (though with the allay of curſed and Apo- 
'ffate,) ' Which « no great wonder, fince every Seft commends 
thoſe of their own Judgement ; and it appears that Author is 


not ah with the Hiſtory of the Uſurper ; for if be had, 


ad light-headed perſon, 
ave known that the Tolerattion he granted, and not 
hu contempt of Chriſtians, did them the preateſt miſchief. 1 
muſt conteſs the Writer of this Diſcourſe, may come freſh- 
er from his Book about this matter then I, who ani not 
with my Study, yet do remember partly, I have read, 


OY as he ſayes, that ſome of the Chriſtian Fathers, 


or Ecclehaſtical Hiſtorians, have ſpoken thus of F «ltan, as 


-well as worſe, through prejudice conceived of him tor his 
' Apoſtacy : But I doubtnot if I had Ammianus Marcellinus 


by me, (whom he quotes, and 'who of all men is indeed 
moſt likely to know that Emperor) I might ſhew hin fair 
Cards for the Epithites I give him. I am ſure I have ob- 
ſerved it in ſome Author of ingenuity, that thoſe Chriſtian 
Writers that ſpoke of Julian as he ſayes, were to be bla- 
med as weak for ſuch partiality, not doubting but the man 


(ſetting his Villany againſt Chriſtianity aſide) was a very 
”" "MW 


excel- 
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excellent Perſon, not being of his Sect neither for ſuch , 
 free-ſpeakingof him. And indeed what need there mp 
witneſs to the juſtitying theſe two Epithites, of wiſe ax! 
brave,in the naan,then this one aftion ? Was 1t nota brax 
thing when he might have perſecuted all the Chriftiay 
and fome more revengfully that were fo juſtly readyto a} 
ecrate and curſe him, yer as a thing unworthy, he didgy 
doit? And was it not as politickly as ever was any thig 
done, when the effeR, as this Author cannor but acknoy 
ledge, did ſhew the ſame ?- As for the deſign it ſelf, which 

I aim at in this fignal Example, the Author hath gratifedf 
me much, while he tells us and proves it, that it was Ta 
ration did the Chrifttans the greateſt miſchief. 'What k 
means by the denyal, that it was not contempt of. (brif 
did it, I am to guels, ſeeing the paſſage,  asir is 0a 
Book, gives him liggle cauſe for it, That Julrangi 

uſe of this, as one part of his contrivance to work upa 
the Chriſtians, to wit, to let none of them have preſe 
ments or any countenance from him, unleſs they woul 
come to his Religion, this man who hath read ſo well+ 
bout the matter, hath not the face, I hope, todeny, i 
ſo much I ſuppoſe he will allow me to underſtandot tle 
Story 3 and when he tells me it was Toleration did tir 
greateſt miſchief, there muſt be ſome miſchief to be ſup! 
poſed by this carriage of his alſo, which he may call «| 
zempt of the Chriſtians, neglect or diſcouraging of then 
as. he pleaſe, Here then is that proje# of mine (4) 
proper oppoſer phraſes it) how to deal with theſe Se® 
and SeQtaries, That which they would have by their A 
.and proſecuting of ſuch, is to break them, and ml 
them, to that end only, that they may reduce them, BY 
* theonly courſe to do this, or at leaſt the moſt cffeduls 
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[99 
this inſtance) chat can be, is Dilcountenance only and To- 
leration. The Author hath given up his Cauſe to me in 
this example, by his endeavour of a Confutation., For i 
when the State was Heathen, Chriſtianity it ſelf, which hath 
ſo deep a footing for it in the hearts of men, could by this 
Project receive ſuch waſte of her numbers, which encreaſed 
alwayes on the other courſe ( theſe Authors plead for) in 
the dealings of former Emperors : how much rather may 
we believe, that when the State is Chriſtian and Prote- 
ſtant, and there is fo little footing for Separation in com- 
pariſon, it ſhould do it much more ? | | 
While this Author is under my hand, there is one In- 
ſinuation ſubtilly pur in by him, As if we could not have a 
Tolerarion granted, but we muſt have a ſtanding-Army. 
I cannot but note this (though I leave the main'Book to 
his proper Adverſary), as a ſaying of ill conſequence, that 
deſerves no thanks for himy and is without Reaſon, It a 
Prince had a Plot to bring in a company of Sets and Di- 
viſions in Religion upon a Policick end (as to deſtroy that 
which is predominant), it were a proviſion not amiſs that 
hehad an Army,for fear they ſhould be unruly and not an- 
ſwer his end : but when there are a company-of Sects in a 
Nation already, and Toleration is propoſed as a means of 
their redreſs, It ſuch Sects have been kept in order when 
they have been proſecuted by Law and Violence, and fo 
under rage and exaſperation, it is a fooliſh imagination to 
think that there will be need of an Army to keep them in 
order, when they are ſecured and quiet by a Toleration, 
A Toleration may perhaps incourage ſome perſons (as take 
off the edge of more) in their private diviſions againſt one 
another, which will help to outravel them : bur as for the 
Supream Power it ſelf, which gratifies them all in this Li- 
N 2 berty 


( 100) | 

2 rty of their Conſciences, it will be made ſtrong thereby 
as to the Publick Spirit, arid univerſal Intereſt, both again 
In ſurre&tion and Invaſion, | 

” Among theſe Papers, two other ſheers appear, entitule 
Mr, Baxters judgment of Conformity, with a RefleRion on 
Propoſition. Oae would think by the Title that here were 
ſomething of Mr, Baxter againſt me, but when we tun 
over leaf we find a teigned Letter by ſomebody, toa Ger 
tleman ( as he fayes) of the Houſe of Commons, which 
Gentleman doubtleſs is no-body : The ſubſtance whereof 
comes to this, that the man whois the framer hath belike 
a ſuperlative conceit of his own worth, and fine ſtyle more 
eſpecially, and he could do great feats againſt us he county 
if he would: but as for my Book it is ſo mean in the fy, 
and the Arguments ſo weak , that he aſhamed to deal wit 
ſuch an Adverſary, A Saperlative pretty-fellow this, elpe- 
cially if I can gueſſe who the man is, thatthe reputation 
of. my Book (ſo mean as it is) ſhould make him ſwell thus 
with envy, and burſt forth into Print only to niake diſce- | 
very of his Pride and Folly, Let him, if he can, enjoy the 
conſcience of his deed, but he hath really done me inita F 
double courtehie 3 The one is with my Brethren, who | 
that paſſage of mine he recices ( which is ſpoken of the 
Nonconformifi-Miniſters, and ſo what he fayes of the Pri 
is nothing to me) were apt to think I had granted fo fartax 
chey were diſpleaſed with me, but when they ſee Mr, Bat 
cer brought by this man out of his Book of Diſputationsto 
yeeld as mach as I do (which Book was not unknownto 
me) it will be I hope ſome allay to their minds in that mat 
ter, The other courteſie he hath done me, is with theup 
right of their own party, who when they ſee how willing Þ 
ſome Nanconformif are to go as far as they can unto Sub- 


[ 201 | 
miſſion,they may be themſelves as willing to condeſcend to 
us,where we can go no further, in ſome fair Accomodation, 
To return to my proper Adverſary, The reſt of that » 
Book I have been anſwering, comes to this mainly; There 
are Presbyterians, and the Seffaries, Neither of theſe mult 


be tolerated. 


The Presbyterians muſt not, for their Principles, and 
for their Practices. Thele Principles he gathers from the 
S:ots in relation to the Scottiſh Tumults, * But what if the 
Presbyterians generally will not own thoſe Principles ? and 
what if ſome believe them, but keep their faith to them- 
ſelves, and hurt no-body with it > 1anſwer then, I den 
the Principles of the Presbytertans to be ſuch, but that they 
can accommodate with the Ep:/capalian upon the terms of 
his Majeſties Declaration paſſed into a Law ; and that if 
ſome of them do hold any tenent that is not tolerable, they 
do not broach it to the ſcandal of others, whereby they 
ſhould deſerve to be ſhut out of communion with their 
Brethren for it, and conſequently that they are not unca- 
pable even of Eccleſiaſtical Toleration, For their Practi- 
ces, God forbid that I ſhould fin againſt my conſcience to 
juſtifie all the proceedings of theſe men in the late times, 
eſpecially in the framing and impoſing the Covenaut un- 
der thoſe circumſtances as they did, with proſecution of 
thoſe that could not, or would not take it, to the depri- 
ving them of theirlivelihoods, not ſuffering ſome of them 
toteach a School, that needed it, I have not a ſpirit, or 
heart to approve any of theſe things in eicher party. To 
have an Oath of that quality, and of that fize, an Oath 
otanell aug or more,ſo many words to be ſworn to ! God 
redeem us from the memory of it, But as for the Argu- 
meut of this Author and his Fellows (for herein 1 ſee they 
agree 
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agree together) that therefore this ſort of menarenoty 
be tolerated, bur they muſt be done unto, as they did y 
"them, what ſhall I ſay toit? O chou Argument ! thouxr 
a vilenaughty Argument. The Lord rebuke thee, A; 
Argument for a Jew, (Aa Eye for at Eye, and a Toog 
for a Tooth) or an Heathen, for that iqjuries are nottoly 
recompenſed as benefits, we may be inttructed by Maz;.þ 
mus Tyrius, Thou art an Argument, not fit ro comeiny 
the Mouth or Pen of a Chriſtian Man, much leſs into th 
Books of Divines, two or three of them at once toth 
ſame purpoſe, I will advance from hence thereforeacos} 
trary Argument which ſhall ſo ſhame theſe Authors, ai 
the reſt of the ſame inclination (by Gods Grace) athy 
ſhall never beable to lift up their hand more againſtit, a 
that is this. Sirs! Theſe fort of men did indeed dl 
hardly and injuriouſly with you, (God forgive them) a 
when time was, would give you no Toleration, Therelor 
muſt you deal kindly and Chriftianly (Therefore mi 
you deal otherwiſe) and tolerate them, You argue, V: 
will notnow tolerate them, becauſe they dealt evilly wi 
us. But I argue, Becauſe they did fo, therefore mu 
you do it, Recompence to no man evil for evil, Vengeai 
is Gods, Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil wil 
Good. 
For the Setaries, they arenot to be tolerated becalif 
it will be prejudicial to the Szate, and to Religion, Ti 
is the ſum of what they all have 3 Their Parciculars 1} 
not to trace. Ilanſwerin general, and in particular, / 
general, If Toleration were that which brought 1n 0 
Secs and Schiſmes amongſt us, they would argue 
from the inconvenience and prejudice of our diviſos 
eainſt the admitrance of Toleration : But when thele 
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( 103) 
and Diviſions are in the Church, together with all the con- 


ſequences and inconveniences thereof already, and Tole- 
ration is it alone which by a way about, muſt heal theny ; » 
it is a mavifeſtly perverſe miſtake in the foundarion;thus to 
argue from the evils of the Diſeaſe, aguinl the Remedy, 
Not as if we thought that the Kindneſs only hereof (which 

js all -belike. this Gentleman can think of ) ſhould melt 
them, and ſoſhould do.it (though that may do ſome little) 
but becauſe of the facility (or eafineſs of having) of that 
which now they are ſo eager for, looking upon themſelves 
as reſtrained from it, will ſatiate them: and the oppoſiti- 
ot moreover thereby cooling, as the fire when the tewel is 
removed, it will go-out of itſelf, In particular, For the 
State firft, I have ſaid, and ſay, that when there are any 
Secs which are conſiderable in their rooting and numbers, 
if they be bandiedin a common Intereſt againſt the Laws, 
while they are put in force againſt themy I think indeed 
they are dangerous, and we may dread the temptation of 
occaſion : but if they be disbandied into their ſingle In- 
tereſts by Toleration, there is no more fear of them ; but 
the Supream Magiſtrate is become ſo much ftronger, To 
wit, in the ftre>gth of A of them for himſelf, and of 
each, one againſt another, For Religion then next, I 
call in hither, what is tendred in that one ſheet, I have ſent 
abroad already, Religion is athing, Iaccount, that can 


| Rtandon its own bottom, There is the Word of God, and 


the Internal Conſcience, There are the Weapons of our 
Warfare, which are mighty to the pulling down of every 
ſtrong hold, and to bring every high thought and imagi- 
nation mto Captivity unto the knowledge of Chriſt ; and 
theſe Weapons are Spiritual, and not Carnal. It would 
have been abundantly ſufficient to the Primitive FIN 
i 
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"it they might but have had the liberty of their profelſi 
Thoſe Magiſtrates are Nurſing-Fathers that Lt ive i 

that, and Protection. Truth 1s ſtrongeſt, and wil Over 

come all things. See the ſecond Edition of my Propi 

tion, p,101,to p. 107, LIamnot willing here to ſaymge 

of chis matter, 

As for that trite Declamation againſt all 7novation, th 
the Beginners do not ſee to the end, andare uſually diſaptay 
ted by accidents, the dinerfity off mens inclinations, the dy 
gers thereof” unknown, with ſhadows of the like nature, j 
does lictle move me, who do propoſe-indeed no change 
the preſent Government to be made, but onely what the 
pink Declaration put into a Law will 'do, whichha 
doubtleſly fo conſidered the Intereſt of Epiſcopacy, i 
the main lines thereof, that is like to take no lad byit 
And whereas there is one dificuky hath poſleſt thisma 
that unleſs it be provided againſt, ' the courrivance of To 
leration muſt be abſolutely the moſt ſenſeleſs thing in th 
world, to wit, if we do not provide = thoſe that 
pretend Conſcience, and abuſe it (in one place), for ſoneng 
ſpeak les in hypocriſie (ſayes he, in another), - Truly cher 
does need yery little care atall ro be caken about thismut 
ter, (only in every man for himſelf, .who muſt ftandort 
on his own bottom) ſeeing that partof Toleration whid 
conſiſts of freedom from perſecution, is Univerſalanduv 
limited by any bounds, but only thoſe of the Intereſt 
State (which will maintain the Kings Supremacy againk 
the Pope, and will ſecure it ſelf by Laws and Tem 
Puniſhments againſt all Things and Perſons, Civil or 
ligious, asthey have influence on it to do it hurt, torſo} 
Religion comes under its Coercive Power, as in other 
gards under its care), when the other part which coofiſs 
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the Kings favour and State-advantages, is particular and 


limited, thatis confined within the bounds and clauſes of 
the Declaration mentioned, even ſuch, or the like as ſhall 
ſeem better, and beft to the wiſdom and: conſultation of 
the Parliament, Let the Church moreover uſe her Spi- 
ritual Weapons, it ſhe pleaſe ro her utmoſt, for herſelf; it 
may concern her indeed to diſcern between the Hypocrite 
and the ſincerely deceived,in her Application of Rebukes 
or Cenſures ; bur as for the ſtreſs of the difficulty, in re- 
gard of Temporal Penalties, itis taken clean away by the 
ttating our Toleration, | 

Betore I go off, there isa buſineſs in one of theſe men 
to be noted as conſonant to the reſt, who from the menti- 
on of the Donatifts, and a litcle Church Story ( which 
might have been enlarged from Simon Magus to Arrius, 
and then from him to our times, through moſt of the Fa- 
thers (ſuch as [reneus particularly and Epiphanius) and 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers ( fince there hath been any ſtory 
going) endeavours to ſhew us how the riſe of ſeveral Sets 
and Herehes have been from the luſts of men ; But thefe 
men muſt not make us believe hereby as it there were no 
Conſcience therefore in any other Parry but in theirs onely 
in this Nation,or that the difference of Judgments amongſt 
us, which lead men into different Parties, have not their 
Foundation in the tear of God, and conſequently require 
no tenderneſs in our Rulers, and in thoſe As which do 
paſs in our Parliaments, 

For my part, There are two things I muſt declare for 
the diſcharge of my Conſcience, to be the more Principal 
Cauſes or Occafions of Separation in or People according 
to my beſt apprehenſion, the one of which theſe men 
will not kear of, and the other they have ſcarce looked 


O | into, 
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mo, to ſcethe bottonr'of ir, "1 will diſcharge'my Day 


by Gods Grace, 4 | 
- The former is, The formality of the Epiſcopal Party, 
their tanding upon their Uniformity once eſtabliſhed; x 
their God Almighty; that 'nothing of it muſt be parte 
with, let there be never ſuch ſerious exceptions, ' and ad 
vices of the prudent, or ſcruples of the weak, Thx 
fome thingseujoyned are unlawful to be yeeldedto, isthe Þ 
opinion of many, and difputable by moſt*: That the 
Church, and thoſe that impoſe theſe things may again tr, 
move any or all of them it they ſee good, it is agreedup 
on by All beyond any doubt ;- And why fonie or any fad 
kind of indiffereritmatters, "when they become prieyou, 
are yet retained; unleſs it be only for this Reafon, that 
have. been, who is not to ſeek ? I-profeſs' the humour.d 
cleaving thus much to theſe Trifles, ' as Calvin (whomny | 
Antagoniſt hath quoted ſo'/powerful iri their behalf) dos 
account them to be, tolerabilis inoptiz' (tolerable in regat 
of the Submtter who cannot help them, and trifles in re 
gard of the Impoſer, that they ſhould not be ſtood uponſo 
as they are by them) is ſuch a piece of childiſh grave ob 
Rinate ſomething, 1 know not what to call ir, as is ſcarct 
to be parallel'd (according to my genius) by any piece d 
Fanaticiſm among the SeCtaries, conſidering how tit 
breed ſo much diſturbance, & might be as eafily ſparedno 
doubt from the Houſe of God, as the Hail-ſtones from tie 
Hat, and the Water out of the Shoe, when a man comb 
to his own. lam aſhamed, me thinks, when I ſee ſons 
of theſe very grave eminent and ſober men (ſuch as Ard | 
Biſhop }/h:tgrft in his time was) to beſtow ſo great travels Þ 
they are forced inthe maintaining the lawfulneſs of 
of theſe things, when if they would but endeavour 
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ſo much to have them brought under an-equal debate of 


Parliament, they might have all the objections of their 
Adverſaries, together with.-che whole ſtrite about theſe 
matters, ſo well anſwered for ther at'one bout, as they 
were hever yet ſo anſwered in this world, © Were Ia Bi- 
ſhop, Iſhould ſtand tiff; I think, for my Revenews, and 
Singing, and Organs 3 The one was: for my profit, the 
other tor my delight, and raifing my Devotions, But as 
for any thing elſe, where neither of theſe were concern d, 
if they caught me keeping a ſtir about them, they might 
{wear 1 had taken the humour by Contagion, 1 am per- 
{waded, if ithad pleaſed our Rulers, in former dayes, at 
the beginning of mens ſcruples about theſe matters, to 
have hearkened to their Brethren, and redrefled what 
might have been, we might have been as happy a People 
in our Religion as any other perhaps under Heaven : But 
when this temper hath continued thus from the Refortnati! 
on in our Land, even to the late Reſtitution of his'Maje- 
ſty, and muſt then hold out ſtill, I cannot tell what to ſlay 
ro it,but as it is no wonder when tlie grave and ſerious have 
been unſatisfied in whatthey have offered, that others who 
are more weak, ſhould be raifing 'more doubts and offen- 
ces, and ſo. multiply our diviſions: - So do I think the cure. 
hereof is to proceed in the ſame method, that is, By a 
Compoſure with the eminent and moſt fober, others who 
are aptro do as they'do, will come into the ſame, andthe 
reſt hereupon will be following one another as faſt as they 
can t6 their ſatisfaCtion, - For, where Di/ſentions have 

grown from a Spirit of (ontradiftion, a Toleratios will {«fer 
them to langutſh in their own fury, and waſt for want of 0þ- 

poſitzon, That Perſon who hathiuſed theſe 'words, and is 

convinced fo far as they ſpeak him, may bear as flighting 
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_ theſenſe is to this purpoſe : The firſt Reformers havin 
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a countenance as he will, 5 he cannot, at the heart, con: 
remn what I have written, Toleration will not remove th 
Cauſes of our Diviſion, or hinder its Effets, is the ſumd 
what is ſaid by. this worthy perſon : But if Toleration wil 
quench the ſpirit of Contradrtion, and fo the effedts thereof 
ceaſe with it felt, then is that which is faid, anſwered; ad 
the Author taken in his own acknowledgment. There j 
a Spirit in the Pur:tan naturally oppoſite to theſe mens (+ 
malities : But if there ſhal be a laticude given in ſuch thin 
our Diviſion in that regard,and the effects muſt ceaſe, Ani 
what hath this, or any other man, to ſay why that ſhoull 
not be done? or why the State ſhould be put. uponay 
more Acts,and the People harraſſed, rather than ſuchthing 
belefc, that are not worth one careful thought of any hy 
dy what becomes of them, There is one Section I fee i 
this Reverend Perſon, wherein he ſpeaks up to this, and 


taken away what \was exceſſive, and retained only what 1sfi 
decency and diſcipline, it u not fit they ſhould gratife ſomul 
thoſe that pretend Conſcience, leſt they ſeems to gtve place toti 
zmputation which hath been laid upon their Rites, as Ant 
chriſtian, and the Ihe, which will draw on a deeper charge 0 
guilt upon thetr Cauſe, render them inconſtant, and do 1 cat 
wot tell what burt to their Authority, Itis well. Therex 
ſome men I have been told, in very great likance of 
age, inſomuch that whatſoever be the guize of other folks 
and how-cumberfome ſoever they become to them, by0 
means. muft cut their Beards, but have a Caſe on nigit 
that they may nor diſturb the order of them. A venerab 
humour this undoubtedly ! For ſeeing they have pat þ 
away all the hairs already that were ſuperfluous, and. tf 
is an zmputation laid upon them that they are ſuperjund 
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-n the obſervation (even to the making a kind of Idol) of 
them, and it were a reproach to them,that when their beards 
are innocent, decent and _—_— Beards, they ſhould be- * 


come various in them : Thetefore according to that learn- 
ed, reverend,and worthy Author of the Drſcourſe of Tolera- 
tion (Sect.1 4.) itis not prudent, it is not ſafe, and it maketh 
not to their honour, to do it. | 

The latter thing which is the cauſe of Separation, is a 
matter of deeper conſideration 3 1 cannot name it without 
fome trouble: m the refleion, to think how far it reaches 
and is like to hold to the continuance of this effect, Ir is 
this, That the Principles the Proteſtant generally, and our 
Church hath received and holds, do, I tear me, lead to it, 
Itis well if I cannot fay, that the Principles ot the Prote- 
ſtant, which leads our Church to ſeparate from the Papiſt, 
did not encline the more Religious ( according to their 
ſeeming ) among us, to ſeparate from it,, There is but that 
one point I will prefle, which hath been before in hand 
to be redrefled, and I will take up alone in it ; The 
Church is a number of the Faithful ; Truth of Grace or 
ſound Faith and Repentance, makes a man a Member of 
Chriſt, or of the myſtical Body his Church ; and Profeſſion 
hereof makes him a viſible Member, This is the common 
Proteflant DoEtrine in this. matter, as thoſe know that un- 
derftand it, Upon this thoſe perfons who are ſerious in 
this Dotrine do accordingly require a Proteflion to the 
entring Chriſtian Society, or receiving any to be members. 
That Profeflion nuft be ſuch, to make them vifible Mem- 
bers, as that if they have what they make profeſſion of, 
they are, and muſt be truly Members, or really of the my- 
ſtical Body of Chriſt, Upon this Profeflion then do thele 
men gather from us 3 They cannot,they dare not accord- 
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ing tO their conſciences, do £4 upon this found, 
on, What now hath our Church to oppoſe their praftice 
»Why there is a Profeſſion ( ſhe willcell them) andfuch 
proteflion of no lefle than true ſaving Repentance ay 
Faith, required by her, of all her Members at Baptiſm, Thi 
now is right according to the Principles of both, Buttk 
Infants proteſiion, that it believes and renounces the Fl 
and the World, torts admiſſion_to Memberſhip and By 
tilm, does not fatisfie their conſciences. This in goo 
earneſt is all. one with them, as if ſuch perſons hadnew 
made any, What turther help have we then > Why ther 
is Confirmation, - and we may ſuppoſe that all perſons by 
tized in infancy, do or ought then to renew their bai 
mal Vow and Covenant, which amounts to as highaa 
Separatiſts proteſſhion, and fo are to be acknowledgeda 
confirmed Members, and admitted to the $ypper. Thi 
again were right to the ſame Principles in both, -Buts 
. Confirmation indeed ſo uſed by our Biſhops ? Is it tok 
proved that this is ſuch an univerſal Ordinance, andinkt 
ruced .by Chriſt to that end > Who knows not what di 
culties may ariſe preſently 2 That which ſticks with meh 
that if there ſhould be a form of Proteſſion for the Cot 
firmed, compoſed in the ſtricteſt terms, That they didur 
fainedly rake Chriſt, and repenting of their fins did pi 
poſe univerſal obedience, it would but degenerate tv 
formality quickly, and every unſenfible one would proſe 
ſo, without ſcruple ; when whoſoeyer did, and were 
ſincerely converted and regenerated, ſhould bur lie oped 
betore the Almighty, which is a thing ſo averſe to 0h 
that I could not chooſe ſuch a Profeſſion as general ro} 
made by all perſons on that account, either to MenberlW 
or the Sacrament, or by the Parent as peceflary ford 
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Childs Baptiſm. In which laſt particular I find I can better 
bear with our own Liturgy than that which was deviſed by, 
the Presbyterian. For when our Church requires ſuch a 
Profeffion in the Child, we may fetch a notable under- 
ftanding for it from her Catechiſm to fit that Notion which 
I would offer for a healing at the bottom of this whole ſore; 
and that is, to define the Church by a reception of the 
Chriſtian Do&rine, engagement to the practice which is 
conditional, and at attending the Ordinances as the means 
of a mans Converſion as well as Edification, and not by 
profeſſion of ſaving Grace and Regeneration, To this 
purpoſe do I offer what you have already in theſe Papers, 
and what is more fully delivered in two ſheets in Latine o- 
therwhete,- which 1-ſhall annex therefore hereunto at the 
end for their apparent reaſon, deſiring ſome-body who 
hath a full underſtanding of the Notion, and a voluble ex- 
preſfion, to ſet the ſame forth more copiouſly, according 
tothe perfect meaning, but with the liberty of words and 
variety in the explication, only taking this along with him; 
That when I ſeem to refuſe there to define a vifible Mem- 
ber by Profethon, let ir be underſtood of ſuch a Pro- 
feſfion as I there and here name; for if you will make the 
owning the Chriſtian Religion, and attending ( or in at» 
tending ) the Ordinances, to be Profeſſion, 1t is that by 
which I would define him, And upon that ir is, I do take 
the whole People of the Jews to be Holy, the Children of 
the Kingdom, and ſeparate from other Nations g and fo do 
I take this Nation to b= Chriſtian, and' that really, not 
equivacally in reference to Infidels, though in reference 
to the myltical Member, ſome are not to be accounted 
really ſo, Called"to be Saints, tobe in Engliſh, ergo ASIN 
fieri ſo, admitted Members, And then as our Gathering- 
men: 


[ 112 
men will receive their Members to the Ordinances, wh 
in their hearts and lives (fo long as they are H crite 
©deny Chriſt, upon the account of Profeſſion pee: 
once required: So will 1 receive ſuch who are our Mew 
bers upon the account of (their conſtant explicir acknoy 
ledging our Religion ſuppoſed) having their faces tdwad, 
or coming now to themeans for the ſaving Grace of Al 
mighty God, it they have it not yer already, Letay 
expreſle this (and what I have in the Latin mentioned 
more aptly ; and if it will not be received, I ſhall be 
to hear any thing elſe more tight and able to do our wot, 
In the mean time, ſuppoſe we a ſerious and judiciousPer 
ſon, upon the received Notion of the Church as viſibeh 
Profeſſion, does gather a People, to which his Conſciend, 
he ſayes, does intorce him ; I will demand of any of tl 
learned Sons of our Church that hath a Chriſtian hear, 
how they can plead for Laws, and the execution of then, 
againſt ſuch a one onely for purſuing thoſe Principks 
which themſelves own, into practice, and cleaving clok 
to them, when they deviate from them ? Ir is not onlyut 
_ chriſtian, but inhumane, and contrary to all reaſon ad 
light, to vex, moleſt and torment a man for followingti 
Rule that is ſet him, when our ſelves ſhall acknowledg 
that Rule or Principle, but in our praQtice not obſeryelt! 
It the Viſible Church be defined by Profeſſion, and fud 
as is no lefſe than of a ſaving Faith or Grace, thattho 
who have whar they profeſſe, muſt truly and effeftuallyb 
in Chriſt ; how ſhall we find fault with theſe men, becaul 
they will not own that to be a Church, where there is0 
ſuch Profeflion > Let ſome of theſe learned men, who# 
ſo hotagainſt Indulgence toward their Brethren, ſay ſoo 
thing to this, if they can, to purpoſe ; If they cannot 
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them be convinced and aſſured trom hence'that ſome, and 
many, and the moſt, that enter upon, or continue a diffe- 


rent way of Church-ſociety from us, do do it upon thee 


account of Conſcience, and if we will perſecute them for 
Righteouſneſſe and Conſcience-ſake, we have reaſon to 
take heed leſt we perſecute Chriſt himſelf, and his way, 
and kick againſt pricks, What the Independent will ſay 


for his gathering to Memberſhip, the Anabaptift will en- 


hance for their entring them more orderly by Baptiſm, and 
bear as hard on that ſcore upon them, as they do upon us, 
For my part, if what I have offered would go, I know 
what to lay 3 but whether it will or it will not, I muſt needs 
acknowledge with conviction, that I do perceive ſo much 
more reafon tor Toleration upon this account,: than moſt 
be aware of, that I would not be the man to write againſt 
it as theſe do, for all they ſhall get by ic. Iris fir men 
ſhould underſtand the ground of Separation, before they 
write againſt Toleration, and then perhaps they would do 
it with more ſenſe of humane weakneſfle toward their Bre- 

thren, being convinced in themſelves firſt of it, 
Itis a aloe commendable in that Anſwerer of the D:/- 
courſe dv Religion, who ſpeaks of the Author with the 
reſpectful Appellation of a ſober Perſon, and of {ich parts 
as deſerves a better Subjett thanthat be hath undertaken, Ir 
is well to give a man ſome acknowledgement for his excel- 
lent labours, bur if he had turned the Tables with him as 
to the Subje@, he ſhould have rob'd him of the beſt thing 
for which he is praiſe-worthy, For as for our Adverſaries 
methinks I feel ſome fear upon their hearts, through che 
guilt and confciouſnefle of the Subje&t on the contrary 
they have choſen, which makes them hide their names for 
al they are uppermoſt, ſeeing in the bottom ot ir, ir is 
Per- 
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Perſecution only of innocent People, the faithful Seryang 


of Chriit and caerr Brethren, they are pleading tor ; wha 

«Land this worthy Partner who hath douc 10 well,ace plea, 
ing the Cauſe of our Lord, ' who hath commanded Me. | 
neſſe, Love, Gentleneſſe, Bowels of Mercy and Kindwſl | 
Forbearance, Long: ſuffering and Goodneſs, tor Agreemen 
and Good will, agaiult thoſe Perſons who are for Irrecoy 
ciliation, Hatred, Deteſtation, Laws, and Violence, a 
Ejection, Is this the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and canthy 

| pleaſe themſelves in this? Are we indeed to do too 
as we would have them do to us > How inexcuſable ther 
are they rendred, who after they have ſufficiently evil 
as well as juſtly cenſured the proceeding of former time 
do. now the ſame things which they have judged? lt 
in vain to go. to bring up a prejudice upon Toleratiog, 
when Forbearance of one another in its proper nature, is 
Chriſtian Virtue, The bearing with a difference of Judy 
ment in others, which is the Root of all here,' hath ſonu 
ny grounds for it in humane Nature, Reaſon and Relig 
on, thata man hadneed of ſome ſtrong proofs for Perle 
cution, that undertakes to write againſt ir, But when it 
the Old Teſtament there are bur two or three places about 
the Idolater, falſe-Prophet, and Seducer to Idolatry, and 
foniething the like which might be Capzeal, I account (i 
my Sheet mentioned) upon a Tudicial Plea, The Jewsbe 
ing under a Theocracy in receiving their Laws, it was (Is 
there) a Kind of Treaſon againft their proper King ; wha 
in the New Teſtament there is not a Text to countenane 
any thing of this nature (I mean. the perſecuting a mad fit 
Error ) by the Temporal Sword, but by the Application 
of the Spiritual,only the Word of God ; when it welodk | 


over two or three hundred. years of the Primitive Fate 
attends : wy 


a 


| ILY 

we ſhall have their conſent to run thus, 1/itbdraw fron 
them, Awoid them, S py xe TuTTu» Ev7Ss % dU@rur, xo; 7% 
Wn, but not beat or perſecute them, as the Heathens do  , 
When the Plea for all the Perſecutions that were in thoſe 
cruel dayes before (/ onſtantine, were the ſame that theſe 
men father now upon us, that theſe Sects are peſtiterous to 
the State, and to the Religion of their Gods, and there- 
fore Tollite tmpios ,& Chriſttanos ad Leones 5 When the fruits 
of Toleration toward all Sets under Fouran and Gratian 
wrought more kindly, than the rigor of Maximus and the 
like Emperors 3 When we have the eminent example of 
Theodoſius out of Boden, in his dealing toward the Arrians ; 
When the bloody doings of the Papiſts toward the Prote- 
ſtants here and beyond the Seas ,” and the experience of 
ſome late tryals on the Anabaptiſts, Quakers and others, 
do witneſs to this Truth, That to go to ſuppreſs an Opinon 
by Force is not only for the moſt part a fruitleſs but an un- 
lucky attempt, being the means ordinarily to propagate ir ; 
I ſay, that theſe and the like things conſidered, thoſe that 
will plead this cauſe againſt Toleration, ſhall have within a 
little while as little heart to it, as the men of Gzdeon 5 Ciry 
had againſt him when they were cooled. If Uniformity 
be a God, let hinz plead for himſelf, ſeeing one hath caſt down 
bis Altar, 

It is not the [nconvenzenctes they pretend to be in Tole- 
ration, let them bring as many as they.can, that is to be 
compared with the evil that is in Perſecution it ſelf, which 
they muſt plead tor, who plead again{t this, Thar vile, irra- 
tional, barbarous bruitiſh way of working upon the {pirirs 
of men which are tree and uncontrolable, by corporal in- 
tlitions. Is there any evil in cruelty, inhumanity, OP=- 
pretſion, in unmercitulneſs and doing hur: to our Neigh- 


F 4 bour, 
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bour, the: prejudicing his Eſtate, impriſoning his Perſg 


grieving his Family, interrupting his Vocation ? and wha 


«it we proceed to Baniſhmenc, which to ſome is worſethy 


Death ? It this be evil, Does not this evil become excees 
ivgevil, when the Perſons thus uſed are honeſt men, 
able in their behaviour, and harmleſs in their lives > by, 
when they fear God, and make a conſcience of their 
and fuffer all this meerly for Conſcience-ſake ? Is therew 


Evil in diſturbing and hindring the Service of God in thek 


mens aſſembling themſelves tor his Worſhip, when accord 
ing to their light they cannot aſſemble otherways > Is thar 
no evil in the troubling Juſtices and Officers, and bringi 
them many times into ſuch perplexities they cannot 
what to do in them ? There are many worthy generog 
catholick-ſpirited, as render-hearted Gentlemen in Offi, 
whoſe natures are averſe to put ſuch Laws in execution 
when a poor filly Neighbour muſt be ſent to priſon, al 
his Family have not bread inthe mean time. They cane 
abide ſuch doings and yet for the Law-ſake are brougit 
into it, Nay, what if ſo much Light break into ſome ſenhbl 
minds, as that this appears to them: a thing againſt Equiy 
and Righteouſnefs, Chriſtianity and the Rule of the Go 
fpel, wherein Gentleneſs is required, and not ſuch dex 
ings of its Profeſſors ; and hereupon they conclude tit | 
their duty to God ſuperſedes their obligation to the Laws 
and yet for fear perhaps of being accounted one that 
yours theſe mengor diſpleafing the preſent Powers or font 
other, or for ingratiating a mans ſelf, one does imbruebs 
hands in the execution of theſe: Acts, which when he ha 
refleted upon, he is ready to wiſh perhaps a thouſand tis 
he had gone thither himſelf whither he ſent the laſt pod 
men, rather than he had done it > 1s there no evil thi | 
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ain this> And what if any 7 of theſe thus dealt withy: 
through Terror, or lothneſs to go to Priſon, aud the Per- 
fwaſion of others, be drawn into do ſomething impoſede 
againſt his Conſcience, to free himſelt, and ſo goes home 
with a wound in his Soul, and an Arrow through his Liver, 
and knows not when he ſhall recover his peace again : or 
elſe if he hath no regret, it may be,that together with his 
Way, he hath forſaken alfo his Conſcience, and fo being 
hardned to the neglect of his duty, he falls into perdition 2 
And what think you now, cairyou produce me worſer 
evils in Toleration, that outballance theſe, which the want 
of Toleration involves us in > oris there indeed any ſuch 
peerleſs good in Uniformity, with all its advantages, that 
does countervail theſe evils, that- it ſhould be defired 2 
When I ſhall apprehend any evil in our Cauſe, that is fo 
damn'd an evil, as the murdering the ſoul of him that ſuf- 
fers not : or if he do ſuffer, of him that cauſeth him to- 
ſuffer, then will we change SubjeRts with theſe Authors 3 
and in the mean time muſt take heed how we affirm that 
ſo much ez/as here is, may be done for any good they can. 
dream to come of it, leſt our condemnation be juſt. 

There are two things I perceive in the upſhot that peo- 
ple do confound and put together, which for want of di- 
viding one from anotl.er, clouds their apprehenſions. 
They are theſe, Peace and #niformity, and our Diviſions: 
and Toleration. When theſe men have fpoken againſt 
Difſention in Religion, that it ariſes from our Corrupti- 
ons, and the conſequences to be lamentable, they think 
then they have ſufficiently confuted Toleration: and when 
they have commended Union and Peace, and told us how: 
happy we ſhould be if we were of one way and one mind :. 


with ſuch diſcourſes, they think they have eſtabliſhed 2nz- 
formity, 


[ 128 ]] A 
Formity; Bur alas ! Theſe things truly have no ſich w, 
nity, but the contrary do ſtand one with another, Th 
*evitof Separation may make us {o much the more in i 
like with #n:formzity , and the good of Concord ſhoul 
bring us the more in love with T oferation. For thus 
deed are theſe things to be diſpoſed as Cauſes and Effet; 
one towards another. I ama man according to my Pry. 
ciples that muſt believe Separation from the Church to | 
Schiſm, and that we ought to joyn in Common-Prayer a 
Communion, and conſequently that all the evil which 
be ſpoken of Schiſm,zn genere, may be ſpoken againſt, 
paration ; What can any of thoſe ſay more ? But wheal 
"have aid this, 1 do not think. have ſaid'a word for allth 
againſt Toleration, ſeeing Schiſm, Error, Herefie, andthe 
like, are things to be perſecuted by the Word of God, by 
Argument,by Reaſon, by Reproots,Convictions,Cenſurs, 
bur they are not to be perſecuted by the Temporal Sworl 
which hath neither Authority over, nor Power with, tit 
Inner-man, nor is there any ſuch Rules for Chriſtians fron 
our Lord, Again Iam one-who have been, andamfiibf 
in all I have written, for nothing but for Peace and Union 
nay for ſubje&ion and obedience to our Superiors forth 
ed, in the things that they command, ſo far as we areal 
to yeeld tothem in'Conſcience 3 and yer do I,. and mult 
bear my witneſle to this Generation, to the Parliament,as 
the Nation, that there is ſo much Ein the effects of Utt 
formity as it is now enjoyned, that I muſt call aloudlor! 
redrefle as to the Impoſition ( or as to the part of the Impy 
ſer), while I am ready to plead till fo far as I can for ot 
Submiſſion. When Joſeph, 1 remember, brought hisS 
2o his Father, he placed the eldeſt ro his r:ghe hand, 8} 


the younger to his /eft : but old Faceb being guide 
ous 
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higher appointment, crofles his arms, and laying his ft 


haud on Manaſſeh, he put his r:ghz on the head of Ephraim, 
who was to inherit the chief Bleſſing. Theſe Perſons whos 
have been pleaſed to make us their Adverfaries in this Sub- 
iect, have been, as it were, tendring Concord aud Peace to 
the hand of #niformity to blefle them, and they would a- . 
ſcribe,or bring our D:viſions to the hand of Toleration, His 
Majeſty now,and the Parliament,ſhall repreſent to us good 

acob, unto whom we are coming on all ſides for the ble{- 


* fingthey ſhall pleaſe to give us, What God may doupon 


their hearts I know not, but when they have conſidered of 
things according to his Will (who hath given us our Rules, 

and over-rules us in them), they ſhall not be deſtitute, we 
hope, of that direCtion, to crofle theſe Arms of #niformity 
pos, Toleration, and when our Drwiſtons do rightly meet 

with that of the former, which (the Conſciencious being not 
able to ſubmit unto) is indeed the Father of them : the hand 
of the latter may be ſtretched forth unto Peace and Con- 
cord, Love and Unity (in heart and goodwill, if not in 

judgment and way), which faying to them Ye are mine, the 
leſſing of God may be poured downin a fuller happineſs, 
then yet hath been, to the People in their Parliament; and 

to the King in his People, Then the old men which ſtood be- 

fore Solomon bu father ſpake to Rehoboam, ſa ying, If thou 

be kind to thu People, and pleaſe them, and ſpeak good words 
to them, they will be thy ſervants for ever. 


FINS, 
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« The Printer to the Reader, 


Let not the Engliſh Reader be afrighted with theſe two Latin flu 

at the end, for they are no part of k 5 Book , but that it ;; 
without them, The Precurſory ſheet the Author cites, # annex, 
the ſecond Edition of the Propofition, | 


Pray mend theſe Errata. 

Page 10, line 22, for Conſciences read Conſciencious. p.17,1 9. &p,y 
'T1. mend the points. p.30:1.10. for conſedet I, concedit. pbid.1.27, add 
quam non alio. p.43 1.11. add flows, p. 44. 1.24. for tmpcſlible r. unpaffiby 
p-74. for muſt not dogr. muſt do. p.57.1.8, for undoe r. do on. Inthely 
rin rhete 1s rnficius for inficias, and other hreral faulrs, 

There is yet one whole Paragraph left out, whereſoever it muſt come in 
It is this. There are inſtances no doubt in Story, that are, ot mighth, 
brought ro contirm our purpoſe : And fome Eſflay there 1s to the conttay. 
The Donatiſts we are told did ercreaſe uncer Julian, and our Seas under 
Cromwel by Toleration. I anſwer, If Fuljanhad been a Chriſtian,and bl 

+ that defign only againit the Sets, as he did againſt Chriſtianity, 'the Wail 
would have ſeen of what farce it had been to have reduced them to Orths 
doxme, but being a Heathen, this encreaſe of rhe Seas for a crumbljngd 
Chriſtianity as he deſi2ned,doth but ſhew the greater depth and weights 
his contrivance, In like manner, if Cromwel! had defigned' to unite thels 
ber Godly with the Epiſcopal Party, and favoured onely thoſe that woll 
come into Unjon, we ſhould have ſeen what effefts Liberty of Conſcient 
might have had : Bur when his Intereſt was otherwiſe,and there 1s the ox 
half of our Proje& (the firſt and chief part, or half of it) wanting, 

converted againſt ns, it 15 no wonder if we ſaw.an effe& to the contty 
But if 1t ſhall pleaſe God that rhis whole cont1ivance be brought into 
Rice by our Rizheful Sovereign, (who onely is fit for an.exploit ſo worthy 
as ro both the parts of it, to wit, in accommodatinz the Sober, 
Principles ate Capable of Concord, caſting a!l the State-Fayour and Emei 
men*s into that Scale : and in letting others alone then to rhemlelis 1 
come of it, as their minds ſerve withour perſecuring any to enflame thel, 
and without Emolument to encourage them ( Let any of theſe Learnel 
men be but able ro defend our Church as diſtributed inro Parochial mit 
Aſſemblies, to be rrue viſible Churches ; and let thoſe of 6ur Bretivel 
who come into this Latirude, he ſure ro lead tFeir lives, ſo, that theJ@ 
but our- live the-Secary,) and if rhis doth not make ſome other wok 
the minds of men,then whar hath yer been done by Force and Rigor, I 
be content to be held for a Micaiah, and take my lot according to mer 

More Errata- Page g4.1-3-r. then they did before. P.96. 1-21-for 3 | 
/. in forty tive, p.105.-1.18, 1. tolerabiles ineptias, P-108-1, 16. for £1018 7+ 
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Reverendis, pietate & eruditione preſtantibus, Eccleſie 


Anglicans Miniſtris, pracipue vero is ad quos hec 
potiſsimum ſpeftant Patribus, Fratribus, & Com- 
militonibus, ſub Chriſto Duce merentibus, 
longe chariſsimis, [alutem plurimam. 


 clefizx noftrx falicitatem, ingenerandam, & illa- 
ſam confervandam (falvo aliorum judicio) duo qui- 
dem apprime utilia, & maxime accommodata, fore exiſti- 
mo 3 modo unuma nobis ſolerter inquiri, alterum a Supe- 
rioribus pergrate impetrari, eorundemque benignitate 8& 
mandato, in effectum tandem deduci poſfir, Hoc eſt, fi 
przter receptam Eccleſiz viſibilis notionem, aliam non a- 
deo ſtriftam, tantz vero latitudinis, indagare poſſemus, ur 
unionis Ecclehaſticz fit fundamentum : deiode fi magis 
ſobrii qui notionem iſtam concoquere, 8& parochiales no- 
ſtras (quas vocant) Ecclefias ferre pofſunt, ad mutuam inter 
Presbyterum & Epiſcopum concordiam componendam, po- 
titis quam a Causa alicujus partis ſtare, ſe totos & ex anim 
applicarent, | 


Inter arduas,acerrimas, & calidiſfimas nuperarum 8 pPre- 
ſentium{proh dolor ! ) contentionum noſtrarum diſceptio- 
nes & controverſias, ancipiti Marte utrifique agitatas, non 
minima lis fuit,de ſubjea fxderis externi materia five de 
vera Eccleſiz viſibilis notione; quz prout in uſu & in morc 
recepta, adeo arcta & anguſta eſt, ut notinullis rem contro- 
verſam alkitis ruminantibus, & ad rationis norman accura- 
teexigentibus, dubitandi anſfam dederir, an Ecclefiz quis 
appellant” Nationales, fint vere Ecclefiz, & Patrocinio 
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dignz ;' in quibus ſcilicet, omnes, quemadmodim int 
Judeos, quotquot E parentibus Chriftianis nati, fideiChy, 
{tianz per Baptiſma initiantur, Templa trequentant, cog 
INT interſunt, pro veris & genuinis habentur je 
brts.. Wm 
Theologi noftri communiter Eccleſiam per fideliumifje 
. renatorum ex nature ſtatu ad .ſtatum graiiz, eyocatorun, 
cxtum definiunt ; Viſttbilem vero ab iſtius. renaſcentis 
(live ſalvificx fidei & pxnitentiz) Profeſſione denominant 
Hanc Proteffionem Congregatzonales ambabus (quod ajunj 
ulnis ampleQuntur, 8 in praſidiurm fibi ſub{trunnt, dup 
ſine tali; quz indicio ſithominen falvitici gratia imbutm 
| efſe, pro membro, neminem admittunt, Profeflio,aq 
propter ſe requiritur, ſed propter proteſſoreny ipſum, u 
quis, & qualis ipſe fir, nobis innoteſcat, 8 dum profeſſy 
ejuſmodi, ſcilicet nullius interioris, ſed vere renata, fidi 
(ive gratiz,) a Theologis noſtris undiq; comprobatur, 
principits.ſuis adhzrere, 8 ſerid rem agere videncur, cun 
in quantum poſſunt, hoc proſpiciunt, ut illi omnesquosy 
gregem ſuum recipiunt (uſq; quo ſaltem Eccleſfiz;judiciun 
extendi poſlit) tales reapſe ſift, quales fe efle profitentur 
cum nos qui profeſſionem talem xque ac illi pretendims, 
& propugnamus, in principiis-noſtris tergiverſari, vel 
tem remithores quam illa poſtuJant nos gerimus, dumps 
miſcue illos in gremium Ecclefiz acceptamus, qui neg;p 
feflionem omnind unquam formaliter ediderunt, ky 
ſuſceptores in Baptiſmo, aut ulli probabili conjeQurd, tl 
que requiritur profeflioni conſentaneos vita 8 moribuk 
indicant, Quanto igicur cauſz noſtre prejudicio,hic cul 
fratribus noftris_in hanc arenam, veluti in propriam fuat 
aream, deſcendimys, facile. apparet, ubi 1 vi tos nosele 
non fareamur aut herbang demus, haud fortafſe- har | 
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tudini, opinioni, 8 ut cum Poeta loquar, defendent: nu, 
mero accepta referenda videntur. | 
Obſervandum eſt igitur, & xqua animi lance nobis per-v 
pendendum, quod quocunque Apoſtoli ſe contulerunt, 
Evangelium eos predicaſle, & quoſdam ibidem loci cred:- 
diſſe, tive ſermonem eorum recep1ſſe, in AQtis legimus, & ita,- 
inſtitutis divinis ſe ſubjeQafle-( ſcilicet baptizabantur, in 
doarina iſta, communicatione, panis iraQione, & prect= 
bus perſeverabant) & ex hac materia, five ex iis in unum 
cxtum hoc modo coeuntibus,conflata & conitituta eſt Ec- 
clefia, Simon' vero & rpſe credidtt, & Baptizatus perdurabat 
apsd Philippum., Unde pace fratrum meorum, hoc colli- 
gerem. Dodtrinz fcilicet Evangelicx exofculationem, in 
oppoſitione ad quaſcuna; alias Religiones, 8 ſui ſubjeCta- 
tionem inſtitutis divinis (five cultus,five diſciplinz) in loco 
quo quis vivit ufurpatis,. ut mediis ad'gratiam falvificam, fi 
ea adhuc ſe deſtitutum ſentiat obtinendam, efle id ( fcilicer 
unicam ad hoc prarequiſitam conditionem) quod membrit 
conſtituit, five ad receprionem alicjus in Ecclefiam ſuffi- 
cit, Quit inſtitutus ex Lepts auditu in Lege acquieſcit extrin- 
ſecus Judzus eſt, teſte' Apoſtolo, Rom. 2. Tu credis nn'm 
eſſe\Deum, bene facts, dicit Jacobus, de iis qui titulo tenus 
etiani, Uuntaxat Chriſtianj erant, Quid ni 'gitur, ſola fides 
aſſe1:ſus, five hiftorica, cum externo Dei cuItu Juncta, viſt- 
bilem, -fve Judzum;* five Chriftianum efficeret> _ 

. Verumceſt fateor yguwd Scriptura dum loquitur de mem- 
bris alicujus Eccleſfix' in genere, prout liquer in Epiſtolis 
Pault ad Corinthios (quos inter, nonnulli ad vitia procli- 
ves, turpem agebant vitzm) cum tideles appellat, aliis. cti- 
any titulis omnibus #aſignit,” &'ea conittlace lis attribitt, 
qualia rer/atistaritiuri compete! N ulatamen'inde emer- 
git conſequentia, hoc necefſe eſſe*ab illorum; profeffiohe 
le tales efle (quaſi ſui ipforum prxcones ferent Chciſtiani) 
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oriri, ſed hinc potius five ab hoc pritts oſtenſo, quod buju 
rei caput,- commodins ſtatui mihi videtur, Quid? qudd 
aihil omnind ſane impedit, quin Ecclefiz Charicatis jug; 
cium X parce potiori cotum denomivans,profeſfioni alicyjys 
przgrediatur, & dum quiſpiam mediis ad fſalutem ducen. 
tibus utatur, & in via ejus, pede quo cxpit, pergit, melior 
& majora, de illo ſperet & canat, quam de fe ipſemet de 
przd:care, vel potelt, vel audexr. | 

Membrum viſibile nihil aliud eſt ſecundum comnunen 
Theologorum conceptum (f1 rec calleas) quam pro (hn- 
fiano,five p:o membro reputari,vel in foro aut zſtimationf 
hominum,membrum haberi; Et dum jipſe formalis reiky 
Juſce ratio, revera in noftra aſtimatione humani, ſolumms. 


SET 


media 


media {ant, ad conditionem foederis acquirendam,dum nos 
etiam non minus quam illi, ad txderis beneficia & ſalutem - 
obtinendam, conditionem ipſam-( {cilicet verx juſtificaneis * 
fidei & reſfipiſcentiz) zque requifitam & neceſlariam (tu- 
tuimus & inculcamus, 

Quod ad hanc profeſſionem attinet quz ad membrorum 
in Eccleſiara receprionem,eorumq; liberium ad Sacramenta 
acceſſum, adeo neceflariadecantatur (41 ad inveſtigandam 
veritatem'animi cogitata enunciare liceat ) hoc tantum ipſe 
reperio, ©0s qui A Fohanne baptizati ſunt, confeflos fuilk: 

ccata ſua, & Eunuchum a Pbz{:ppo baptizatum,fidem ſu- 
am, nempe Chriſtum eſſe Dei Filium,;afſeruifle, hoc eſt, fi- 
dem affenſus five hiſtoricam, 8 profefſionem aliam ad hanc 
rem accommodatiorem, ab ullo ad incorporationem (it ita 
loquar)ejus in Ecclehham,requiſitameſle ia Evangelio non 
memini. Verum quidem eſt fub veteri Teltamento, cum- 
primim //rael; Deus Legem tradidity crotumieorum:catam 
legimus & Jebova ſtzpulatum eſſe ſponſianem, fore ſbi Deun, 
tum ut ambulent in Vits jus s. verum. ſpontio hac &;pro ſe: 
& pro libecis (Deut.19.2 5.) ſufficiebat, aded ut nulla alia 
profeſſio, ad infitionem :carun tin; ftatum: iſtias Ecclefiz 
njunda legitur, in ſuis:gereratianibus;;- Nihil moror bo-, 
Los illorum'Reges & Prepoktos, identidem -ad renovan- 

dum fzzdus, populum generaliter compulifle, cum per ido- 
tolatriam deteceruntia.Deo.ſfuo, aut cumemergens aliqua; 
occaſio hoc poſtulabat. Sed renovationem talemi;ad cons 
ſtituendaEccleſfiz membra; &! ad Sacramentoruny ſuorumy 
uſum, nuſquam requ'fitameſſe,loca iſta Gal,2, 1.5; Ro.3.1. 
Ez.16.20, & ſtmilia, 'ubi 1/raelitas, Fades, natu cle, er 
priv legia externa inde fluxiIe, fatisteftancur, 

'Er hicquidem termini ipfi »24bilzy & muiſibilis, ab hos 
minibus excogitati, & Ecclefizz applicati,: p:zſertim prout 
tad ipſum Apoſtoli (Rg:2.) Judxumdiftinguentis, 1p illi, 
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quiin propatulo, 8 qui-in occulto; Judzus eſt, referant, yea 


param opinioni huic me tidem facere;videntur. Quicgui 
4n membro-aliquo/vi/ſums, certirm &:apparens, dici poie 
mihil alkid eft, quam :quod'ifte Religionem Chriftianag, | 
illius inſticuta publice obſervando iftiu{qs. dilciplinz fe ms 
—rigerum preſtando; ampleRticur 3' Er quod ad gratiam jy 
corde latentem attinet, ejufdem-»protedio verbalis; creqhi. 
lem illar/quidem,” {ed Vijcbiterr allo pacto propricloquey 
do reddere poteſtk, Porro. ſcntentiam henc Farabola ill 
Evangeheade tritico & zizaniis dilucidat plurimum, Na: 
rant Parrifamilias fervali tritico:- unmitta etlc zizauias; 
unt, oeulis certiume, pro certo habeat, efle zizapia; Quew 
libet igitat homiam R aotquot vivunt ap pelio {ciſcitorgu 
qui poteftquiſpiarh viſibile efſeFcclefhiaz membrum idemg 
eodem rempore: apparens ZiZanium 2 Et apparnuer unt etun 
$i$ama, Secuddum commune noftroruny; Theologorin 
de hac-re pradictim fenfur hocgquidenprorius getan 
eff&teneo. © A profeſfioe foilicer vere renata gratiz, 
numetum regeneratorum :( prontfert eorum ſententia)v 
nuſquiſque aſcribendus eſt;. hoc eſt pro regenerato exill 
itidus five cenſetiahh} 1: Erexiftimatione:aliotumy8gen 
rai} 40 viſiiliceerrenatainy, fivemembrunyviftibile efle coc 
recidit; "Hoc vero: in loco; homo-quizizanium. dicitifet 
perte fe prodirefle zizariinm;'8 proinde in aliorumexilh 
_ watione nihil minus quam regenerati: momen {1þi aſciſai 
Unde vikil-dilveidioconſequiporeſtsgi:ama zizania fi 
hametmbis neiveſſscenſenda} cujdſdam profefſionisep? 
a qua triticin6men ſortitentur, ſed:revera quia 1; go 
cum tritico baſcuntur & concreſcunt, .hoc-eſt;; quia, 0 
inftituta, preces ſelicet' publicas, 'conciones,, facramb 
ana cum aliis religionemnoftram amplexantiþus,aten 
Þ exoſculantur; irimd etiam ut mediis Deo illis ad 
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rem adipiſcendam conceſfis,utuntur. Hoc equidem ths 


eſt quod. de ipſis palam fit, eth-aliter vifibiliter, -zizania, 
quam plurimis forfay Dei fervis/innoteſcunt. 
SF Nequefilemio'eviam praetereundi funt termini iſti lalva- 
cotis iptius noſtri, hac'ſpedtantes:quicommodifiime omniu 
nobis inſerviunt, cum diftinRione illa vocatorun) & electo- 
rum, idem hoc depingit, - Mults. quidem ſunt Vocatt pauct 
Get olefti';” Mati2 2,.44::: Perydcatorum vocabulum illog” 
denotat (ut-ex texvy PI convivio interfuerunt(fve 
cym, five abſqz veſte nuptialt) hos ab aliis diſcriminans qui 
extranei ab ApoitAlo.vocantur, x Cor. 5.12, pb. 2.12. & 
ita > receptione Evarnpclii cos dnyicaitts, .& in{tituris ejus 
fatipfius deditione{(qguod torfainfta phraſfis convivas fieri, 
fibi vulr ) neutiquam vero exproteflione: gratiz (five mup- 
tialis veſtis) definiendi fant, © 4 oo 
Quid quzſo frarres, nimm 'tota moles -populi 1//ael:tec: 
quatenus populus Dei, circumciſus; & {xdere inito factus 
peculiaris, in vere:renatorum catalagum afciti tuerunt, vel 
aſciti reputabantur >: Qui-fit 'igitar! utclamiter, aliquaud;, 
Propheta, Omnes effe in corde mcrcumetſas 7 Qui fit ur pra- 
miſſtun illud, Ego circumcidam.cor tuum, & cor ſemims tut, 
ad 1ſraelitas pertineret faxderatos > Immo,. qui fit ut novi 
fzderis -ipfius palmaria quzdam promifito &, Leges meas 
coral eorum inſcribam, fi nullilintra ifxderis rerminos fint 
admittendi niſi rales,. qui-illam legemjam corde inſcriptam 
habere cenſentur > Eccleſia igitur (prout mihi-maxime vi- 
detur) affinylanda-eft Sehoke onidam,:'in-hociDeo inftitu- 
re, iit introfucerentur quamplorimitibi :convertendi, pe- 
tits quam corporationi, five fodatitio;-eoram folam qui 
jam funt converfi; aut renati,.. Erquod:ad fxdus attinet.cui 
feſe-qbligant: cum - huic initientur, quam commode heri 
poflet; fr qubU ego ſentio potiffiiatte, :iexpromere liceat, 
cilevideamis: Videntarmihiquidem Theologi cum;Dei 
terre (licer'fine injuria aut opprobio) hic agere,' period® 
| ac 


—endamus .quantum/ad rem naſtxtam momenti: habeg, 


ac Henun cum Davis ſervis qui preciatt weſtes eorun 
medium, dum” dimidiatam ejus partem,: promiſſoriam in 
«cet, ,unice' nobis proponunt, & partem alteram, -egp 

minatoriam Hilentioobrunnt-altifiimo 5 Quod: fi: town 
ejus quod nobis promulgatum eft, utriſque partibus, ta þ 
comminatione quam promiſſione comprehenſum, rite ye. 


haud dictu opus eſt; -Eadem ſcriptura quz nobis annuntx 
Qui credit ſalvabi:ur, annuntiat etiam gut non credit day 
nabitur 3 niſi reſpiſcatts onin2s peribitis, Et ſicut quibuſda 
falus annunciatur,ita & quibuſdam judicium,ex Paul Eva 
gelto, Ro.2.16. Cum omnibus & Lege recitatis maledity 
-Deut.27, dicendum erat Ifraclitis, Amen, Nonne illudas 
marum iidem fxderi aftriftio tuit, ac cum benediions 
morem gerentibas illis ſunt promiſſe 2 ev, 19, 14, cu 
19, Deut.30,19,&c, Etquznamaliain illa 75 Amenreps 
titione'excopitari poteſt fides, praxterillam afſenſus ? Sicut 
Adammus dim in ſtatu/ integritatis, & propter.illam, ſubyin 
-remanſit, vel tum quoad maledictionem conditionalen, | 
five pofitis conditionibus denuntiatam, Dei erat txderatus 
adev ur paCti illius initi hxc pars fuerit,ut fiex vyetitofru 
comedererilli morierd amfit : Ita hom? in ftatit natures 
. peccati, 8&propter illud ſub morte adhuc conſticutus It 
toederatus efle poteſt, quoad benedictionem condition 
poſita promiſſam, quod fi credat & refipiſcat;: ſalyusiitk 
Atgqz ut nulla alia przter fidem affenſus, Adame, qu4 colt 
minationi:illi credidir,; inde ad frudtum. yeritum devitar 
 dum'cautus redderetur, &ad pactum illud (quoad com 
narionis partem)-cum Deo feriendum, adeſls, potuit:Þ 
 fides afſenſus qua Dei promiffis credit, homo,,;utp9ie)* 
. riſimis,'unde adnedins omnibus quibus eqryum comp? 
; 'Vadat ntendum 1hcitatur, ad:ineunduni jam foedys Jy 
" promiſſionis partet) etiam ſufficjt,.. Ad obedicnriawpoÞ 
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cendumiquid vi valeret fides ſolum hiftorica, pro certo ſe 


miſſutn eſt inviolate dymi, nihit valeat, ni ipſaſal», 
vifica Dei gratia > Adeo ur aliud prorſus fit fzzdus ferire,8 
longe aliud fxdus percufſum ſervare, P/. 78, 10, Foedere 
illo fe devinxit Adamus, quod maledictionem compleRe- 
bacur, priufquamilh, ulla feex parte reddidit obnoxium. _M 

Adoleſcentes recens in Academicorum mimerum co» 
optati, ad jusjurandum quod vocant matriculationis addu- 
cuntur, ſe ftaruta Academiz efle prxſtituros ; Subit mihi 
meimoria dicti illorum dicentium, -Sacramentum illud pe- 
nal eſſe, aded utiicet in leges pecces, non tamen infimu- 
landus perjurii, fi pxnam a legibus tacencatam exequaris. 
Tali ſane aliqua interpretatione (quantum ego ratione afle- 
qui poſſum ) oportet nospublicam illam noftram/ coram 
Eccleſia ſponſionem dignari,:qui nos hac adigimasex pa- 
Rione fatti, nempt conditiones latas preeſtituros eſſe, eo- 
dem animo fſcilicet, quo. beneficiis inde manantibus nos 
fruituros eſſe fperamus, nec inclementitis nos'traQtari muſ- 
fitabimus;fi debitum, promifhs violatis, fupplicium luamus. 
Edresreditz Obligatio eſt quzdam, gomine poenz'; ſub 
mul&a patio 3 conditionata- promihio; "unde quo modo, 
illis, qui conditionem adhuc nondum afſecuti ſunt, licear 
camencidem fe devincire , & irregenitus Dei forderatus 
fieri,luculenter patet, 8 .dithculras omnis expedita ejt, Qui 


_ enim alia mente.quzfo,nDeofaltremapprobata, potuit uni- 


verſus poputus [//azt ſandliflima reftipularione Al3 proficeri, 
Onima'bec werba qae'atxit Jebova faciemns, cum plerique 
eormm ob pervicacem animumiga diferto ceciderunt ? 'Quo 
eviath atio fenfu populuna'iſtum, ifto foedere, allouitur 
Mujes ? : Hadte vobirontanl & mortem propoſut, benediflionem 
& maledithtonem, quare uwitamelipe, ut w1Vas tu cum ſemine 
"260. Inſpice-Lettor ingeniole, Dewt, 11, 26,27; 28, 29. & 
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ejuſmodi quamplurima loca, 8 quantim haxc-noſtri 
runt, accurate tecum perpende z -& frunicum hoctanda 
. lnbjungam,, ne gravare, viz, impoſhibile' quidemeſſs}q 
quiſpiam credat Evangelio, vel vera folum efle illa quzyy 
bis annunciat, quin comminationi Dei ad futuramiran& 
vitandam (Mat. 3. 7.) aſtriftus teneatur,;& ea ſaltemraty 
ne, a mundo prorfus infideli, & ab alievaris ominind aife 
dere &-ſtatu /{raely, contra-diſtinguatur. + | 
1vficius ire non poſlumus, in forma Baptiſm ab Ec 
$14 noſftr4 inſticura, ab antiquis Patribus accepta,.8 Coll 
illorum ex Ethnicis, membris adultis, potius quam noſiy 
natu membrts ( aut natura Chriftianis, Gal, 2. x5.) accom 
modarta, profeſfione requiri ab omnibus baptizandisati 
intenſam, ut nihil ſupra ; Verim-utvix ſubit incelleQuy 
quommodd talis proteflio, Infantis nomine;fieri queat;ital 
quibus Lyturgiam noſtram recognoſcendi demandattat 
poteſtas, auſi finr vel pilum latum ab antiqua- conſuetudis 
(quz aliquando vetuſtas erroris eſt ) diſcedere, 8 in loo 
1torum verborum actualirer prolatorum, (redo, abreur 
670, alia ſubftituere,- memet obligo,- pollicior, vel fil 
(ſecundum i um Catechiſmi verbum Tris means 
ue ,ompromiſſor pollicitus eft)interpretatione ad normamne 
ſenſus facta, & quzdam alia verba hic & illic occurew 
permutare, quz externa Eccleſiz privilegiatanquamadP 
re ſanCtificatos tantum pertineatia, nimis in argum 
tur Fh6.750, "ir quot forfan concitium plus conlent 
ad futuram Eccleſiz pacem adverſus Seperatiſtarum # 
langes, ſtabiliendam, quam fi recognoſcentis Rylum;w 
alii eju{dem in Licurga loci, etiam paterentur 3 id quod 
ad preſentes fratrum noſtrorum animos ſedandos, &F 
ipſa, zquitaſque Chriſtiana, & Religionis quidem cow 
nis falus, poſtulare quodammodo videtur. 25: 
Nullus: dubito quia fi publics authoritate, mandetutf 
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pulo profeſſio quidem- ades intenſa, qui intenfior excogi- 
rari vix poſlit; ad membrorum-confzderationem 8 uſum 


infticurorum divini cultus in parochiisfi ngulis inſtitura, ji, 


przcipue qui moribus magis diſcinCti, & forma tenus duri- 
taxat Chriltiani ſunt, fine minimo conſcientiz gravamine, 
palam profiteri, in proprio ſuo nomine, parati adftarent, 
Sinceram ego in Domino fiduciam conſtituo ; vere px” 
nitentiam ago 3 Chriſtum mihi in Regem & Prophetam 
que ac in Sacerdotem aſciſco 3 Spiritum pro Sanctifica- 
tore meo accipio, & ut brevi abſolvam, quicquid vis am- 
lius 3 nec hc dicentes magis urgeret ſcrupulus, quam il- 
fos qui baptizando Infanti fuſceptores adhibiti, illius no- 
maine (quod plerumqz-iple neſciunt) miniſtro roganti, Abre- 
nuncias carnem, mundum, & Diabolum 2? reſpondent, hxc 
omnia abrenuncio, Qualis quidem hd cum nulli 
niſi vere refato homini competere poſlit, neceſle eſt ut gra- 
vis admodum 8& vix ferenda iimpokitio talis, quibuſdam vi- 
deretur, fiomnibus in Parochiis ſuis degentibus, hujuſmodi 
interrogationes propoſituri eſſent,quibus pro certo ſcirent, 
ſenihil aliud, quam ad aperta mendacia in medium profe- 
renda,viam illis ftraturos,& folennemReligionis iſtum acti 
in inane formalitatis ludibrium verſuros'iri, ſe apprehende- 
rent, 'Praterexfi aliqui torſan © membrorum numero ob 
profeſſionis' iſtius detetum , excludendi. comperirencur, 
maxim pii hi forent,quibus tenera efſet conſcientia, & ſin- 
gularis cordis integritas, qui nion auſifint-tali aliquid:de fe 
profiteri, quod excuflo pznitus peftore, pro comperto ſa- 
tis habeant necne, animi penderent, Hzxc ſeri perpen- 
denti, ne mirum fictibi- candide Lector, fi externi viftbilis 
membri definitionem a Religionis Chriſtianz cjus amplexu 
ſolo, quent inſtitura-Yivina publict atrendendo, quodan:- 
modo ut oculis cernatur palam facir, quam a regeneratio- 
nis profefſione, deſumere maluero, 
B 2 Con- 


Confitendum mihi eſt rem meam,.in hoc, api maxing 
propter opinionem, 6 kbros quos de czpx Domini, 
hac in lucem-emiſi,.; Ecclefiz ſane & Foederis ex 
* ftatum- five Relationem, generali noftrz ad Sacrament 
mifſioni,e parte.noſtra omnes{(in quantum ſcio) ſubſtragy 
prefidium & fundamentum ; Jam vero fi verbo Dei, y 
u=eratione aliqua indubitata firmatum Gt, eminem Feckle 
membri, hve Dei ta:deratumyefle pofle,nih qui ab Fgck 
tanquam vere renata fade & reſipiſcentia (pb ezus talempy 
feſhonem) jamjam praditus efle ſupponatur ; Liceat gi 
ingenue 8& hlibere ut honeſtum & integrum plane deqry 
rum, palam ediflerere,necefle.efle unjcuiq; noſtti)m, 
tentia_iſt2 perpulchra licet; & pergratd qua Sacranay 
Eccleſfiz ex inftituto Dei, converſionis media efſe ſlati 
mus & propugnavimus, pedibus recedere ; Er in logy 
ejus, hoc tantum, ſcilicet, media quidem converfionschÞ 
FE ex accidentrtantiim, non ex prima ordinagtis Dc x 
ipfius adminiſtrantis Eccleſiz, iatentione,fubſtirzexe os 
tet 3 quamvis naturs ſua adeo. apprimeE comparata, i 
apta nata fint ad conſequendum talemeffectum, immot 
ſecundum divinum ipſum decretum de -eventu, nowwi 
etiam iſtum conſequantur, fi 01.2215: 08 
Video quid&m Ecclefiarum Proteftantium, & (quodyb 
ris facimus) noſtrz etiam, v#/tzwmin hac re {1 ad Tatala 
yerba alludam) quod ecce non eſt erga nos, dum. vere.pat 
tentes & fideles.ad Sacro SanQuny hog, Dawini inſtru 
adhortans; ceteres alios ferid cavere fibi jubendo, 4 
dammodo. abfterrere, & amandare prorſus videtur; X 
proinde omnibus author ſum, ut in majorem hujulce 
controverſz cautelam, & conſcientiz, & mea & u#ipb 
ram” ſecuritatem, Eccleſiz noftra: Liturgiam revolyas 
ranquam fide digniorem ( nifi aliter fibi veritas affulg® 
pre meis qualibuſcanque fcriptis omnibus, fibi habeas 
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xentur, Aninam quidemwa libero meam 3 Interim co- 
gitationes baſce largiores quaſdam meas, quz contra com- 

munem opinionum aliorum tarrentem promovere nibil 
forlan valebugt, mihi reſeryo 3 Hoc unicum tamen ip ge- | 
nere, Cordatiorum & prudentiorum judicio diſcutiendum 
humilime proponens, Annon vulgo recepra Proteftantum 
fententia, tam arctum yihlbilis Ecclefiz fundamentum jag” 
evtium, quale eſt, nullius nit vere regeneratz fidei proteſ- 
fo, tzneitram ad congregandas {five potius ſegregandas) 
Eccleſias aded latam aperuerit, ut pifi huic malo, ejuimodi 
excogitato remedio fir occurſum,major erit inflicti vulneris 
hiatus, quam. ut ullo.alio adhjbito medicamine valeat co- 
aleſcere ; lmmo ut fi quis vel maximo percitus defiderio 
hoc fſatageret, jurandum illi: effet, zz io die dicendo, non e/- 
ſem obligaturus, ettam aomi mee non eft pants neque Veſts, ut 

ruina bo [al manu mes ſit. a 

Quantum adalteram preſectis inftituti partem attiner. 
Deplorandum ſane eſt nobjs. adeo ,minutulas in Opinione 
diflerentias, tantam inter Ecclefiz ejufdem filios, ac Reli- 
.gionis ejuſdem profeflores, animorum facere disjunRione, 
-S&affectus/Chriltiani divortium, Miſeret me nolirz Eccle- 
iz, fi.honoris 8;dignitatis inter Ecclefiaſticos. accumula- 
tio, ut olim inter 4br@ham & Lothum forranarum accretio, 
fratres disjungeret 3 Profefus eſt Lot orientem verſus, 65 [e- 
-paraverunt ſe,alterum ab altero. Magnam quidem antiqui- 
4ati, venerationem deberi, in confeſſio eſt ; Er qui in vete- 
rum'fcriptis 'vel obiter verſagctur Epiſcopatum Apoſtolorii 
veſtigia propemodum prenſare minime dubirant, verunta- 
men ut omnia non revoluta & immota manentia, ſuccefſi: 
temporis fitum contrahunt : Ita accidit Ecclefiz, ut inter 
Epi copatum primitivum, & qui mundum Jam invalit.mo- 
dernum,differentiam certealiquantulam vel cxcus aſpiciat. 
Quz differentia 6 ratione formalitatis cujuſdam veluti in 
negorto. 
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negotioceleionis (quz qualis fuit primitiva, 5M toll 
Cyprian apparet ) folummodo eflet, non adeo tmaghing 
. menti (licer 'obſervanda tamen) res foret : Sed quumy 
precipuo iplius Regiminis Ecclefiaſtici fine, qui ſandirazh} 
{cilicet publicx & animarum falutis ( non externz folin 
concordiz) promorione confiſtit, fita eſt : & finis iſte pr 
 "Tuldubio fine Presbyterorum cooperatione & mutuo a 
xilio, tam in ducendo quam dbcendo gregem; adeo felicite 
obtineri nequeat, res quidem non parvi fed maximi ponds 
ris hic agitur,qui ficco pede, immo ficcis oculis, haud fax 
pretereunda eft, Yuan bonum & amenum ( 1 verbis logu 
 Pſalmiſtz) videtur, fi ad portandum onus grave pluresa 
moveantur humeri, & ad opus, grande peragendum,plur 
adhibeantur manus, &'ita ſcilicet hab:tarent fratres etim 
«na. Si Moſi concilium Fethrons adeo arrifit (juxtallis 
ronimum) quantum quezſo Epiſcopo incumbit, ut Prey. 
teris aurenr facilem przberet vel hoc potiflimum nopine, 
quo ſeipſum onere levaret', & de ratione diſpenfations 
{uz aliquid diminuere, in magnum futuri diem fatagere, 
Equitas veſtra innoteſcat omnibus hominibus, Domanus propel, 
Non eſt quidem privati cujuſq; unionis publicz tera 
nos cudere,quez unanimi conſenſu & mutua ope eorumql 
ad opus iftud a ſummis poteſtatibus defignati tuerint, tra 
ſigenda eft. Si nihil aliud nifi Declaratio Regia exta 
pacem quadantenis conciliandi via & merhodus nobispit 
monſtraretur, modd illorum qui eam confecturi efſent, 6 
luntas ipſa, non deficerer. Quantum ad meipſum attine, 
libere ego & aperte proteſtor, Ecclefiz Anglicans fel 
rarem in eo, prout mihi perſuaſum habeo, confiſters, 
Epiſcdpi ad moderatiorem aliarum partium, de is, 
juſta ſunt, ſententi ; potius deſcendant, quan} 
julta ſunt, 1er am utcunqz porius 7 
omnes in omnibus ad illorum mores & praſcripta le cm 
ponere manibus pedibuſque teſtinarent, Immo etian'f 
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plenius loquar, quamyvis Toleratio (verbo iſto ſtriftius fum- 
pro) magis ſobriis, pacem publicam excolentibus, 8 nulli 
incommodantibus,ad confcientiz ſux fruitionem concefla, 
res foret piis & probis pergrata, quz maximas ex animoe 

Tratias Deo iis eliceret : Tantillum tamen, quo Chriſtiani,, 
eadem lege & omine, inter Turcas, 8 inter Papicolas Pro- 


reſtantes frui poſſunt & fruuntur, beneficium homini 
ceptum referce, jejunum certe & ſterile, benignitaris in 
quidem, immo & vile pronuncio, prz eo,quod nos expeti- 
vimus, & in nomine Domini adhuc poſtulamus, jfiſtum 
nempe & xquam inter utriaſque partis fratres, vel faltem 
Epiſcopum inter, & Presbyreros ejus juxta Ecclefiz Pri- 
mitivz exemplar, ex compoſitione factam concordiam 3 

uz ſola omnibus 1is que n | gloriam Regni Chriſti in £n- 


glia ſpeRant, reſpondebirt, Ecqua re pretium eſt in manibus 


Sapientum ad poſſzdendam Pacem, at deeſt animus illis ? 
Utur vero res evaſerit, nos ſemper ſub manu, oculis, 8 
poteſtate Dei gratiofiflumi fumus, qui pacis Author eſt 8 
conſervator Concordiz ; & in ſuper ſub Regis clementifſt- 
mi imperio, qui Propoſitiones ad Pacem & Unionem inter 
ſaos ſubditos Chriftianos reducendam & confervandam 
Publice produxifle haud dedignatus eſt, quaſq; propterea 
ex animo ſuo proteCtas eſſe, Religio eft, nobis exittimare, 
Si verd ille poſtquam omnia expertus eſt,concordiam hanc, 
per mutuam ſcilicet inter Presbyterum & Epiſcopum com- 
pofiriouem, tentatam, re infecta dimittere cogatur ; neuti- 
quam ſpero hoc faciet, nifi in clementiflimis faltem illis 
verbis Achiſchi ad Davidem. Ut vivit Jehova tu refta er,63 
bonum videtur in oculis meis egredi te & ingreds te mecum in 
caſtra, quia non deprehend: in te malums ex quo die veniſtt 
ad me in arem buns, ſed in ocul iftorum ſatrapatum bona adhuc 


un Uideris, 
J. H. 
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